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IlVTRODUCnON. 



In presenting this first " History of the Town o£ 
Greenock" to tbe notice o£ the puUk, the Author is 
perfectly aware that many motives may be assigned fin- 
so doing. But what led to this attempt, was the fact 
that many places, less entitled to notice than this 
flourishing sea*port town, had their rise and pn^resa 
set before the public, while here we were comparatively 
unknown. Whether this brief sketch will find its way 
to any thing like a fiivourable reception from the pub- 
lic, remuas to be seen ; and the Author is perfectly 
aware that there are many individuals in the com- 
ntunity more qualified to do jostice to the task than 
he who has drawn up its pages. But what is *' writ 
is writ." To those gentlemen who favoured him 
with communications to ^e queries sent atmiad, it ia 
but too little to return hia most sincere thanks. To 
William Mat^, Eaq., of Lai^house ; as also to Jdm 
Spars, Esq., M. D. j James Leiteh, Esq. ; John 
Mennons, Esq. ; Robert Carswell, Esq. ; Mr. Wil- 
liam Herdn, and Mr. Colin Bvchanatt ; it is but jus- 
tice to state, that their infonnatioii on various sub- 
jects was of the greatest use, and consequently madti 
avulable in this compilation. Various sources of in- 
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formation have been gone carefully over ; and this 
work has been in no small degree indebted to " Craw- 
ford's Renfrewshire ;" " Woodrow's Church His- 
tory }" " Chalmers' Caledonia ;" '* History of Scot- 
land i" and " Sir John Sinclair's Statistical Account." 
If any thing is to be regretted, it is the seeming want 
«f arrangement which may appear in the work i and 
this has arisen, in a great measure, from information 
coming in when the book itself was in progress through 
. the press. In regard to errors, it is hardly to be ex- 
pected that a first attonpt at history can be entirely 
free ; but whoever may be called upon to vrrite a second 
edition, either soon or at a more distant period, can 
avail himself of sucb information as the present volume 
contains, and on this a fabric may be reared more 
worthy of public support. To the numerous friends 
who oune forward to patronize this effiirt, more than 
mere gratitude is due ; and they may rest assured, that 
the feeling which the Author entertaim of their 
kindne^ is not likely to be soon efi&ced. It is not to 
be expected that this rallying round an individual 
should disarm iair and honourable criticism. The 
book is put forth with the consciousness of its contain- 
ing many faults ; and if any other person had come 
forwsrd willing to engage in the task, every informa- 
tion and aid would have been given, and a more per- 
fect record might have been produced of the history 
of a town, which has risen in importance and greatness 
scarcely equalled by any place in the neighbourhood. 

D. W. 
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HISTORY 

OF THE 

TOWN OF GREENOCK. 



Emboiom'd Id b lovely hay, 

Vft BM thy orowded muiilaDS tiae ; 
Wbila commeroe, wlLh hsr proud diapiay, 

Arrciti at oac* oat •roaderiog eyea. 
Time an tin deela which plow tho main. 

And vitit i>1e* beyond the ■«> ; 
Yel homeward luro their prow again. 

To waft tbetr treMnn* back to thee. 
*TwaB thii which made thee what Ibou art, 

A child of wealth tho' yonng id yean ; 
And bads thee lato being start, 

From that which acsrcely now appears, 
llie huts are fpne — the spire Is aeeo, 

I'he glebe MMHinda with infant glee ; 
Aod where the prood oalt war'd with gie«n, 

No TC^ge of Its pride we see. 
All, all anmod beapeakH ^ee great. 

And may thy wealth irilh yean extaod ; 
An arm to abteld our parent itate. 

While King and country eall tbee fritai ! 



In writing a history of Greenock, it cannot be expected that 
there will be much to interest the lovers of antiquarian lore : its 
orig^ is but of recent date ; and its pn^^ssive improTement, 
from a email fishing village to its present state, has been but 
little more than the work of a century. Few places in the em- 
pire have made more rapid advances towards commercial im- 
portance, and no sea-port in Scotland produces greater revenues 
from the duties levied by the Excise and Customs. Its trade 
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extends to every part in the woi^d : and, during the bng and 
arduous wars, our seameu were alike famed for their noble dar- 
ing in figliting the battles of oar country, as they were for tbdr 
skill and enterprise in visiting foreign climates, wbich to many 
proved only but a grave. 

The name Greenock is derived from the British Gramag, sig- 
nifying agravelfy or tandy place, or from the Gaelic Graatack, 
signiiying a tunny place. Either of these derivations is suffi- 
ciently applicable, as it has a gravelly and sandy soil, and is 
exposed to the rising sun which it receives on the bosom of its 
beautifiil bay. Notwithstanding of Uiis, a popular opinion has 
gone abroad that the ongin of the name arose from a fine spread- 
ing oak, wbich stood at the foot of William Street, and to which 
the fishing boats used to be fastened, but this is a mere quibble. 
' ' What sort of an oak is Gourock ? and what Garvock 7 — these 
are both in the neighbourhood." 

Greenock is confined on the north by the sea, and on the south- 
west by a range of hills, which take their rise about Finlayston, 
stretching along to the height of eight hundred feet,* and ter- 
minate near Gouro<^. In consequence of this peculiarity, the 
Town originally stretched in a line along the shore, and includ- 
ing Crawfordsdyke, may be considered at present to extend in 
length to about two and a half miles, while its breadth is incon- 
siderable. 

For so high a latitude the weather is generally mild, the most 
prevalent winds being from ttie southward and westward ; and 
though abundantly changeable, the extremes of heat and cold are 
not very great. The thern]omet«r rarely rises above 80.0 of 
Fahrenheit. — In the hot summer of 1826, it sometimes stood at 
82.0 or 83.0 ; and once as high as 85.0. During frost in win- 
ter this instrument seldom falls under 20 degrees, and once only 
durit^ the last ten years has it been down to 15.0. When south- 
erly wind prevEuls in winter, the weather is commonly moist and 
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mild. In the mondi of January last, tiie tlierAiomcfer on one 
occasion stood at 65.0, and at the same season of the year it is 
frequently above 50.0, even at midnight. 

Greenock, notwithstanding the eminence to which it has at- 
tained, is entirely of modem creation, and it is only about 160 
years since its whole buildings consisted of a row of houses near 
the Rue-end, and at intervals, Uli they reached near the West 
Quay head. The first feu which was granted, was in 1636, at 
the foot of the " Broomy brae," or what is now called the Tan- 
work closs. But though the parish of Greenock is of modem 
origin, the barony is of very andent date. Crawfurd says : — 

■■ Amilawat off Port-Gla^oir, npon thg aboTB, atsnib thsminoiu eutle 
of Eutcr-Grrcnock,* a poaMXion till of Utc, and tar 300 Jtm put, of tb« 
CrawTardB ot Kllbirajr ; wbiab oudb lo thai family b; rlgbt of mUTt(|e oT 
.... Galbrailh, dsagbtcr, and one of ibe oohsln, of Maloolm Gdbndth 
of Greanock, iu the reign of King Bobert III. The oommon wcwtor of th« 
Crawfnrda, as our renown'd Hlitorian and Antlquaiy Mr. Tboma* Craw- 
ford, Profeoor of PhlloMph; and Mathemitidu in the UnWenltr of Edln. 
bnT|b, and author of tbe NoIm on Bucbanui't Hliloiy, (who alas wrote an 
Hiatorie^ aooODnt of aoms of the ancleDt famtllea of hi* name) njv, wa* mm 
Maokonioek ; who. at the itorf goei. ilsnallzed blmwlf at an enga{ement bjp 
Iko water of Cree In Galloinir, bf dleooTcrlDg of k Foord, which gaTe a elg- 
nal adrantaj;* lo bli ftrtf. Tbe itorir may carry lome abow of truth ; for it 
la obaarrad, that moat of oiir ■nmaniM at firtt wera talua fhHu placM, aoaU" 
dents, and th« moat remarkabla actloni of a msD'a Hie : bat thie I wave, as 
not bdng ao well atteatad. 

" Bnt the firat aaing thia aimamB, I hare foand, la GalMdna de CrawfUrd, 
wba I* wlUeaa In a charter by Rocar Bdhop of St. Aodrewa, to the Abbacy 
•r Kabo, dMstariog tbat Monastery lodependent of the H^ptioopal Sea. Which 
obartef ha* probably been about the year nap, when Roger wai aleetml BMiop 
ofSL Andrews, in the reign of King WlUIam: lo itla dear thattbefuiilyar 
Crawford, icstad at k pl>M of that Kama, In lb* oounty of Lanark, and from 
thdr hereditary landa took daslgnallon, wh«a imi SDmamaa owna Mramioaly 
to b« naad. Bat tfa* priodpal fkmily of this name fitllod in the rdgn of King 
Alexander II., in tba peraon of Sir John Crawiiin] of tliat ilk, whodepartad 
this Ufa In BD. IMe. tiiseatata went tohisdanghtanandoo-beira; Margaitt 
tbe dder bring married to Hngb da Douglas, aooeswr of the Duka of Don- 
gas ; and the aaoond danghter married David de Lindsay, anoeatDr to tha Barl 
of Crawfurd. 

(Mkt conMalDg BfuM, ibe nature of wblcb omM out be ucensined. 
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" The principal family of llw Cniwfiird* tbui failiof , » part of the old eataXt 
remained nith the nule lime of the ancient proprieMra, aa the learned Sir 
Jamea Dalrymple obaerrea. For, in a donation hj DsTid de Lindsay to the 
MonaBtery of Newbotlle, ont of the landa of CTawTnrd, he bonnda hie (ift 
'inter ternun nnam terram Johannis, filii Reginaldl de Crawfurd, nsfoe 
' ad tarr>m£ocIealB da Crawford.' That the landt of John, the Bonof Rrgi- 
D*U de Crawfurd, are excepted onFof the forenid donatloD, the aame cele- 
hrated author tbloka, gave riae to the diBtloction of the lands of Crawfurd 
Lindiay, iWim Crawford John. 

- " And Uiat a fkmily of the aimame of Crawfurd bad poiMatien in Clyde»> 
dole, near Crawfurd, and a dUtinot family from the Crawfurda of LoadoHD, 
who wa* the first and moat coiuEdarable hnnch of the principal itemm. and 
aeated in lbs ahlre of Air, while the family of Crawfurd of that ilk existed, 
the following authority will anfficiently document. For Mr. Thomae Craw- 
fun), our learned Antiquary and Hlitorlan, nukea L-ondoon'e anceator grand 
nnole to Sir Jidin the lait Baron of Crawfurd ; and In the reign of King 
Alexander II. ■ EeglnaMoa de Crawfbrd, ^^oeeomea da Air,' who is of 
Loudoun, iaftequently mantion'd In, the R^tatera of the AbUeaof Kelso an'd 
Fasly, about the year 1826, and la the same rdgn obt^ned tbe Barony of Lou- 
doun, by marriage of the belreas of Jamea Londoan of that ilk, of whom the 
Right Honourable Hugh Earl of Loudoun is the lineal hetr. So that I think 
probably John, the son of Begioald de Crawfurd, who bad lands oontignons to 
the Barony of Crawford, nteotioned from the Chartnlary of Newboltle, was 
a aoD of the first Sir R^lnald Crawfurd of Loudoun. M<»;ea*er I have aeen, 
in the lUfister of the Abby of Kelso, in the Advocatas Library at Edinburgh, 
aWritwi. ISTl, wherein Andrew, Abbot of Kelio, aehnowledgei 'Domlnum 
' Hugonsm Crawfurd, Militem, & Alidam sponsam (jos, in posaeHirae tame 
' de Draffan, In Vicecomltatn deLanerk:' which lands they held of that Con- 
vent. And, that this Sir Hugh Crawford was not of Loudoun, oor national 
bietorisa do sufficiently eTidence. They mention Sir B«^aald Crawford of 
Loudonn tbe father, and Sir Hiyinald the son, among other Scots Patriot^ 
who stood firm to ths interest of their country, after King Alexander lll.'e 
death. In opposition to the oppression of King Edward I. of England, and 
were cotempoiary with Sir Hugh abOTementloned. 

" There is alao extant. In the ^^scount of Gamock'a Charier-chest, a con- 
tract of Excambion betwixt Laurence Crawfiird of Kllbimy, hia ancestiv, npon 
the one part, and ^r James Hamilton of f innart, with consent of Margaret 
Llyingston his ipouse, npun the other, dated Jan. 89, 1588 ; whereby Kilbimy 
excambed his part of the lands of Cranfurd-John, nith Sir Jamea Hamiltoo's 
landa of Drumray In the sfalre of Dunbartoon ; which continues with his 
descendenta, and gives the title of l>ord to the Right Honourable I^triek 
Viscount of Gamocb. Wbicb Laurence Crawfurd of Kilbimy, iraa eon and 
heir of Robert Crawfurd of Kilbimy, by Marlon bis wife, a daughter of tbe 
family of Semple i and he, of Jtdin Crawfurd of Kilbirny; and he, of Mal- 
colm Crawfurd of Kilbirny, who obtained the Barony of Kilbirny and dlvena 
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other buds, by ii»iri«c« of Marjory, dAi^faUruid nla Mr of JohD BareUy 
of KilUntf, who wu I branob of tbs Barclafs of ArSmmtai, a Ikmilj of great 
■oUqaity in tlieiliinof Air. Rtclutnl de Barclay tbairuiceMtir, Ii iiiaDli(Hi«l 
a witnen in tba fonndatioii Cbarler of the Abby of KilirinDli^, Gnuded by 
.Hiq;h Morvel, ConiUUe of ScotUnd, in Kiog Malcom IV. ■« tima. 

" Bot to return Id the &inlly of KUbimy : Of Laarenee aboTementlaDad, I 
bart foond nothing more to record, but that in the year 1G4T, he settled upcai 
hli Ch^elof Dnunray, ■ liberal fund, fio' the better eapport of oaruin Prieate, 
to cdebnte dlTlae serrlee ' for the lonl of hit late Soveraign Lord, King Jamee 
V. SDd far the good estate of hinuel^ and of Helen Campbel hie wife, daughter 
•f Sir Hugh Campbel of Loudaim ; and for all the luthful deceaeed.' He 
departed thle life in the month of Jnne 1517, leating iune, by the bM Helen 
hie wife, Hugh hie eon and heir; John of Eaeter- Greenock; and Captain 
Thomas, anocatsr of tbe Crawfnrda of Jordanhill and Certsbum. He ted 
moreover a dauyfcter, Catharine, married to DsTid F^rly of that Ilk, and had 

■' To lAnrence Crawford of KUbiray eneceeded Hugh hi* son and heir ; 
who, adhering In the Intereat of Queen Mary, at the field of Langilde, Join'd 
Her Mijesty'a troops with a conilderabie number of his Taesals ; for whh^ he 
tvA a Remlaiian from the H^ent Lenox, la the year 1571. He wes twice 
married; first, with Margaret, daughter of Sir John Cdqnhonn of L>us; and 
afterwards hs e^onsed Ellzsbcth, daughter of David Barclsy of I«dyland i 
By the SrM he had Uakalmhieioa and heir; and, of the last, he had WiUiam, 
antborof that branch of the Crawfnrds of Knlghtawood. He had moreoier 
lour daughters ; vis. Marion, married to John Boyle of Kelbnm, of whom 
the Right HoDonrable Daild Earl of Glasgow ii iinnily desxnded ; Margaret, 
to James Galbraithof Kilerokh, an ancleat family In Stirlingshire; Cathe. 
rine, to WllUam Wallace of Eldenly ; Elizabeth, to David Brady of Castle- 
touu in Clackmannanshire; He deceased in the year 1&76, and bad for his 
■uiiiiiimiii. Malcolm his ion and heir; who wedded Margaret, daughter of 
John Cunninghame of Giengameck, by whom be had John his son and heir, 
and a daughter, Anne, married to William Cunninghams of Lrglan; which 
Maleohn deceased anno IfiSNi : to whom succeeded John, hie son, who de- 
parted thU life anno IGSSt, leaving iesne, by Margaret his wife, daughter 
of John Blair of that Ilk, John his sneeeesor; MalcoEin of Newtoun, and 
James of Knightswood ; and a daughter Margaret, married to Hugh Kennedy 
of Ardmtllan. 

" To John, loat mentioned, aueeeeded John his son ; w1k> married Mary 
daughter of James Earl of Glenc^m, by whom he had John his son andbeir; 
and danghters, Anne, married to Aieiauder Cunninghame of Corsehili, end 
had iasne ; Margaret, to Colonel William Cranfurd, eUer brother to Thomas 
Crawford of Corse, aaas iasne ; and departed this life in Navember 1639, hii 
estate descending on John his son. 

" Which John did, in a very singular manner, distinguish himself la bis 
loyalty to King Charles the Fiiat ; in caUBideratian whereof, His Msjesly was 
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pfcWBd ts 0Mr«rim him Ai dllDity of Buvnat, In tin jntr ISIS i he dMMll 
M Edinbargh In lb« r^r 1061, uid bis oorpu ware traiitpDrlad to Kilblrnf 
and buried >minighliai>c«li>n. Be wu tirice muried ( firU,wlth MiriBnt 
dmnchter of Jlobart Lord Burleigh ; and, wcooilly, to MagdklMi daughter of 
David I>ar4 Caraeyy, md and heir to DaTid Hnt £ari of Soutfaeik, bj whom . 
ha h>d t*ro dnnghtara i Anne, married to Sir ArcfaibaU SUirart of BUckhall, 
add bad iHue ; the eacand, Margaret, on whom he oetlled hla ettata, and ta 
the hein of her bodf, obliging them to cuTf tha dmame of CrawAird, wMh 
thn Anni of hi* family ; which Margaret took ts hiuiiud Mr. Atrlok Liad' 
mjr iBoaDd ran of Jdm Earl of Crawford, bjr whom aha had iaane, llir«a wna 
■H aa many daughter*; tIz. John Crawfurd of Killiim; har aoQ and iielrt 
the Hcond, Patrick; third. Captain Arehlbaldi and danghlers, Maixare^ 
married to DsTid Earl of Glaigow, and had iaaue; the lecond, Anne, to Mr. 
Hal^ Hanle, only brother oF Jamea Earl of Fanmnre, and bath laana; third, 
Magdalen, to Geoife Dandaa of Daddleatoan, and bath laana. Dama Mai^ 
gant Crawfurd, Lady Kilbimf, died in the month of October 168D. 

" To whom Bueceeded John bar aon and fadr, who wa* created Into the dlg- 
nit; of Vlacount of Gornoch, Lord Kilbim;, Kingibnri) and Dmnlra;, b^ 
Her M^eatr QoecD Anne, by lettsf patent, bearing dat^ at WbitahaU, tha 
IWb of April 1703: he deeeaaed upon the S4lh of Ueceml>er 1706; leaTli« 
taaae, bf Margaret hia wife, daugbter to Janaea Earl of Bula, Atiiek now 
Viaoonnt of Gamock, hIa aan and bat; wboie armorial bearing I* ; two Coata 
qnarterlrj lat, Onlea: a Feaa, Ermine; Sdly, Aiora; a Cbeveron, batwlzl 
thraa Cmaa pataea, Or; anpportad bf two Grerbonnda: and Great; an Er- 
mine, Motto ' Sina labe Dota. ' 

" Dame Margarat Crawfurd, Lady KiUilm^, wUh eoniMit of her tauafaand, 
in the year 1069, alieoale tha Barony of Eaater Greenock, to Sir John Shaw 
of Greenock. 

■' A quarter of a mile waat from the Caatle of Easter Gceanock, at tha aast 
and of a laif e bay, stand* the town «f Crawfnrdadike, Imllt of one atraM, wltb 
■ convaniBnt harbour, capable to eootaln ahlp* of a ooniiderabla burden. It 
waa erected into a Burgb of Barony, with the prlTil^a of a weekly market 
and eeveral bin, in favour of Tbomas Crawfurd of Cartabnm, by a Charter 
from King Charles II. dated the 16thof July, an. ISeD; The town la chiefly 
Inhabited hy aeamen and mccbanlcka. 

" A little towarda the aonUi of Crawfardadyka, itands the home of Carts- 
burn, well planted, the principal meaawage ot tbat Barony, and the seat of 
Thomaa. Crawfurd of Carlsbum : which lands ware anclentlf a part of the 
Barony of Kilbiray, and beoama the patrimony of a f oongcr brother of tliat 
aneient family, (In the reign of Quean Mary,) whoae posterity ended in tha 
perran of David Crawfurd of Caitabum, In the reign of Kiag Charles the I. 
So the lands came to MaicoJm Crawfurd of Newtown, a eon of the family of 
Kilbimy ; and acquired bom his heirs, an. lUT, by Sir John Crawfurd of 
Klibirny. And in tha year 1669, disponed by Dame Margaret Crawfurd, 
Lady KilUmy, witbconsent of her husband, to Thomas Crawfurd iiepcouslo. 
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MNQvf C«m«llaa Cnwrard of JoTdanbill, (br Muy his wife, dtugbtar at 
Sir Juna Loekliut of Lee,) lianllf doccDded of CBpteln Thomu Criwfuid, 
jODDgo-ioa «f LwannM Crawford of KUbinr- Whicb Thomu decMnd 
tht Ifith of Ootobar 1085, IwTiiiB Inoe, br Jibb bis wlfb, diagbUr of Andrew 
Stmplc^ tan and bdr of Robert Senpla of Mllnbuik, Tboaw Cravfiird now 
of Cartabum, hii ion aod heir ; nho bath marrlid Bctbia, daofbtcref Mr. 
Archibald lUbartooa of BedUf , b; whom lis hai Isnu, Thomai hi* wn and 
appannt beir. 

" His Armorial baariDg: It, Onlea ; a Fm, Ermine ; bstwixt a Crweenl Id 
chiafi asd two Swordi ultyrs-wa;!, hiltsd and pronial'd Or. In Bass; Ibr 
Cmt, with a Balaoca ; with tbli Hotto, ' Ouod tlM boo altiri.' *" 

>■ Abora tha town, on an smiiMHHic, standi tba eaitls of Grseoock, which 
arerlaaks It, sarroandad with plsaaant parki and iaalosnra, baTipg on all 
•idst a |nat dral of ngular and baaattfnl planttag, with spacious aTBtines and 
tsmasn. The Bamoy of Gnsnook, as I notioed bsfore, ptrtalDod to the 
Galbraitbs of old, and by ■ . . danghtsr and oo-hslrcss of Malndm Gal- 
braidi of Grasnock, by marrlags, cam« to the fjunlly of Shaw of Saoobis, 
whoM anetstor, accarding to the f atooiu antiquary Sir Geerge Madieozie, was 
dfcendedofShiaeh, aeon of MaoDaff Earl affile; and that bis descandeot* 
took etraame from the proper name of their predeosaaor, whan fixed ^mamei 
came to In lued. 

•■ In tb« Hagister of tba Abby of Pasly, f^oanl mentloo is made of the 
simama of Shaw. In tbs reign of King Alexander IIL John da Shaw was 
a wlloeai to that donatloii, which Johfk, tht son of Reginald, made of the 
landa of Aaldhoaae to the Monks of FMly, in the yMi ISBi. 

" Tho* the family of Sadohle Iteoams poassti'd of lbs Barony of Wetlei 
Oraeaoek, by marriage of one of the eo-faein of Galbraith of CreenDck, In the 
rdgn of King Robert III. After whicb they were promleououily deaign'd of 
Sandtle and GneiMNk. Foraathority of ibis, Ibansamagrant, by Andrew 
Ahkot of Dmifennliug, of Uie lande of Gartlnbir, to James Sluw of Orean. 
ock. Id the year 1439. The lands of Greenock contioned In the family of 
BaaoUe ontU the reign of King James V. that Alexander Shaw of S^obje 
gaveaalandsofCrHnock in patrimony to John Shaw bis eldest eon, by Eliia- 
bedi Ids 3d wife, daogbter of William Connlugfaame of Glengnmock. And 
dnea tlie death of Geurge Shaw of Saoohle, without anoceBioD, bis estate da- 
■ecoded to the bmily of Groeoock, wlio is now the chief of the name, and 
npCesestatlTe of that andent bmily. John Sbaw, Greenock's ancntor, built 
(ke tbmak of Greenock after tk« Baronlea of Easter and Werter Greenock 
were dlatolTed &om the Farocb of Xnnerklp, and erected into a distinct Faroob ; 
which la ratified by an act of Parliament, In the year I59S. He married hi 
an. I56fi, Jean, daughter of John Cnnniaghame of Glengamock, bla nnde; 
by whom he had fire sons and as many daughter! : first, Alexander, who died 
witboat suceeaiiaD; the Sd, Jamea bis saeceaiori the Sd, Mr. William of 
Spangow; the Itb, Fatrlek of Keieoebuid ; tbe 5tb, Robert, author of that 
branch of the Sbawi of Ganowa; In Ireland. His danghten were, Giizabetfa 
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MaDlgomBTf of Braldstane, ind J.ord VEsconnt of Airda in the Kingdom of 
Irelsnd, aaceMor to (he EbtI of MoDitt-AIexaader in Ihit klugdomj lubd. 
miirrled John Lladny of the ItimUy of Dunrod ; Marion mirried .... 
CHmpbcl of DoTeeoBlbBll ; Christina married I^trfck MoDtgomer; of Craif' 
boule Eaqniro ; Giles married Jsmea Ciawfard of FlUtertoun. He departed 
this life sn. IBSB. 

" To whom sacceeded JafOtm bis son and belr ; who wedded Margaret, 
daughter of Hugh Monlgimier; of Maalehead ; and departing this life, in tba 
year 1680, aa appean from the probate of bis testament yet extant, left issue, 
by the said Mar|;aret his wife, John bis only ion and heir, who rais'd bis 
fortune considerably, and died in the year 1679 ; leaving isane, b; Helen his 
wife, danghter of John HQuston of that Ilk, John his son and hdr ; and a 
daughter, Mai^arel, married Alexander Lord Blantfre, and bad issue. Which 
John, during the late uior^tlon, did engage in the royal cause : and when 
Hia Majesty King Charles the 11. marched with bis army into England, an. 
1G5I, he was constitute Lieutenant Colonel to the regiment of hone com- 
manded by the Earl of DnoCermling j and, at the battle of Worcester, which 
fell out the Sd day of September that yier, betwixt his Majesty's army and the 
army of the Ramp, under the command of Cromwel and Lambert, tbe said 
John did, in a most signal manner, manifest his Talour and loyalty to his So- 
vereign ; of which His Majesty was so fully sensible, that, as a token of his 
royal favour, be was pleased to confer on him the honour of Knighthood : and 
when he obtained the hereditary honour of Baronet, from King James VJL 
by his Patent dated at Windsor June S8th I6B7, his serricea to King Chtrlea 
the II. and his zeal for tbe interest of the Crown, are particularly mentioned, 
as the causes of bestowing that dlguity. He married Jean, daughter of Sir 
William Mure of Rouallan ; by whom be bad %r John bis son and beir. and 
several daughters ; . . , married Patrick Mockdowal of Iiogan, and had 
Issue ; Ma:^garet married to John Hamilton of Ladylond, and had iesoe; Sa- 
rah to Sir Robert Dickson of Inveresk sans issue ; Ann to Tobias SmolUt of 
Boahil, and had issue. 

" Which Sir John died, an. 16M, at Edinburgh, and was buriedat the Abbf 
Church of Holy-rood-bouse ; his estate and honours devolving on Sir John bit 
SOD and heir, who departed this life at Edinborgh, an. ITOS, and woa buried, 
at Greenock, among his anceston : leaving issue, by Eleonor his wife, daugh- 
ter, and one of tbe coheirs, of Sir Thomas Nicholson of Cornock, Sir John 
his son and beir, and bath married Margaret, daugbterof Sir Hugh Dalrymple 
of North Berwick, Lord President of the College of Justice ; by whom be bai 
one danghter, Marion. *" 

This Sir Joha Shaw represented Renfrewshire, in the first 
Parliament of Great Britain ; and in the rebellion in 1715 was 
distinguished by a vigorous defence of the existing government. 
On his marriage in 1700 with Margetret Dalrymple, his father 
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and he coriEnrred in nakmg ra entail of the eatste at Qienock, 
which they settled on the heirs male, of that marriage ; which 
fsBii^, nn the hein nule of ftforgnret Shaw, afterntods Lady 
Houston, the «lder ^ Jobn's oaty daugfata. 

Sir MiQ Shaw, yoBaget, as riwve metrfioned, had an oidy 
child, Marion, triio hecame wife of Lord Gathcart, aud it ¥raa 
in virttte of ceitatn feus made by Sk John in favmir of this lady 
and her husband, that that noble ftaily cane to have proiMrty 
in the town of Greenock. 

Sir John Shaw, the yomger, dying without heiiB male, the 
suocoBitHi to the estates of Greetiock devolved upon the descend- 
ants of his nAtet, Margaret 8hkw, who was wilfe of Sk J^n 
Houston of Houston, of which 4naniage Aere was a daughter, 
Helen, who mtMied Sir Michael Show Stewart of ^acfchall, 
Bsd 'dtroagfa her Ae descendants of this marriage came to re- 
present the untnuBt fimtifies of Honsten, as well as Shaw of 
Greenock and Koolsoa of Ctumoek. "nHs Sir Michael had 
three sons, vie. 1st. The late Sir John Shaw Stewart of Green- 
wk, vAoin tfie year IfSS, in oonsequenoe (Kf the death «f hb 
grand-unde Sir fohn Shaw, tfce younger, sueceeded to the es- 
tate of Gre«noek in tight of his granAmotiieT, the before men- 
tioned Dame Margaret ShRW. Sd. Houston, wfio, in the same 
year, sveceedod t» ^e aOsBled etftate «f Gamock, on the death 
of liis grand-unde. Sir John lfou8t»K, But. (it being aicmMHtioti 
in the entail of that estate, that it should not be nulted to the 
estate of'Giveiiook.) 3. ^^t^btdd, who purchased an estatein 
TtAiago, 17T0, Wtd was hilled w 1779, from ttte ftdlowing occirr- 
renoe : — In the beginning of <hat year a part of fbe crew of an 
A^terican privateer, amounting to fifty men, landed In that 
island, and burnt two plaMationa, when this gentleman imme- 
diateiy ttaircfaed against them with a few men of his own com- 
pany (rf* mUhia, who hnppoied to be at band, and-bravely at- 
tacked them, and gave tbem his fire, but was afterwards unfor- 
tunately shot himself, and died in a few hours. 

Sir Michael had also two daughter, 1st, Mai^iaret, who, in 

1784, married SwWlliunMaxwe41of^n^ceU, Bait., to whom 

B 
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she bad four sons, three of whom died unmarried during then: 
&di»'a lifetime, and the 4th, Sii John Heion Maxwell, succeed- 
ed to hia^ather, and married Stuart-Mary, daughter and heiress 
of Patrick Hermi of Heron, Esq. ; by whom he has issue. She 
had also two daughters, Ist, Hdenora, married to Claud Alex- 
ander of BaUochmyle, Esq.; to whom she has three sons and 
four daughters. 2d, Catherine, married to her cou»n, Michael 
Stewart Njcolson of Camoi^, of whom hereafter. This daugh- 
ter of Sir Michael's, Lady Maxwell, died iu March 1816, at the 
advaaced age of 74. His 2d daughter, Helenora, died young. 
He was succeeded by his eldest son. Sir John Shaw Stewart of 
Greenock and Blackball, the 4th Baronet. He was elected 
member of Parliament for the county of Renfrew, in 1780, and 
again iu 1780 and 1790. He was remarkable for a powerfiil 
and enlai^ed understanding — for an independent mind — for the 
most generous spirit, and the most benevolent dispositions — 
above all, for the most stern and inflexible integrity. Hissenti- 
ments led him to support the prindples of t^at great statesman, 
Mx. Fox, with whom, and other illustrious characters of his time, 
he was in habits of intimacy and friendship. He formed his 
opinions in poliljcs, as on every other subject, with moderation 
and candour, but he adhered to them on all occasions with the 
strictest consistency, and acted up to them with undeviating 
firmness. The improvements he executed at Ardgowan were 
upon the most extensive scale, and are highly beneficial as well 
as beautiAil in their effect. He built an excellent house, in the 
modem style, which he surrounded with an extensive park, and 
the gardens, pleasure grounds, and ample plantations which he 
planned, afford striking proofs of the excellency of his taste. — 
Th« old tower of Ardgowan, which formed a part of the andent 
manuoi, still remains. It is an object beautifully picturesque, 
and rendered 'peculiariy interesting, from having been the gift, 
along with the ground on which it stands, in 1404, of Kobert IH. 
to his son, the direct ancestor of this ancient family. He mar- 
ried Dame Frances Colquhoun, relict of Sir James Maxwell of 
Pollok, but had no issue. He died at Ardgowan August 7, 
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1812, and was succeeded by his nef^ew, the late Sir Michael 
Shaw Stewart, of Oieenock and Bl8<^hal], saa of his second 
brother, Houston. He married, on the 24th September, 1787, 
his coubId, Catherine, youngest daughter of Sir William Mex' 
well of Springkell, Bart., by nbom he had isaue; 1. Michael 
Stewart Nicolson, (who succeeded to the title and estate on the 
death of his ladier, 4th August 1826) ; 2. William, who died 
in infancy; 3. Houston, a captain, R.N. ; 4. John Shaw, advo- 
cate ; 5. Patrick Maxwell, merchant, London ; 6. William Max- 
well: also three daughters ; l.Mai^aret; 2. Catherine; and 3. 
Helenora. We have said tiiat the present Sir Midiael Shaw 
Stewart, Bart. M. P. succeeded his father 4th August, 1825. 
Hemarried Sept. 16, 1819, Eliza Mary, only daughter of Robert 
Farquhar, Esq. of Newark, by whom he has had issue ; three 
daughters, Jane, Catherine and Eliza, and a son, Michael Robert. 

The armorial bearing of the Shaws of Greenock is azure, three 
covered cups, or, supported by two savages, wreathed about the 
middle ; and for crest, a demi savage ; with this motto, " I 
mean well." 

The armorial bearing of the Blackhall family is or, over a fess 
<^eque azure and argent, a lion rampant ; gules armed, uid 
languid azure ; for crest, a lion's head, erazed gules, with this 
motto, "Spero Meliora." 

West from the Barony of Greenock lie the lands of Finnart, 
a part of the patrimony of the great and noble family of Douglas ; 
which, upon their forfaultnre, in an. 1445, came, by a gift of 
King James II. to James first Ear! of Arran, an. 1457, and were 
^ven, in the year ISIO, in patrimony to James Hamilton liis na- 
tural son by Mary Boyd, a daughter of Boyd, of Bonshaw. He 
was legitimate in the year 1512; and, in theieign of King Janes 
V. was Lord High Treasurer of Scotland ; and in the latter end 
of that King's leign, forfaulted in an. 1540* and. his eMate an- 
nexed to the Crown ; and the lands of finnart were bestowed by 
King James V. upon Alexander Shaw of Sauchie ; who, in 1543, 
disponed Elnnart, vrith the Barony of Wester Greenock, toS<iba 
Shaw, his sen. 
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Tfae Tomb is situated on the Mutb bank of the Cljrde, and in 
the lower ward of Reo&ewsbire, ia long. 4. 4&' 30. W. and lat' 
56. 67. 2. W. It i»distant about twenty-two mika &«m Olu- 
gow. Has in fiont an tetennve and beaudfiil bay, which was 
known by the name of the bay vf St. Lawrence, £rom a small 
chf^l which was dedicated to that Saintt and stood on the site 
of that bouse at tiie west coniei of Vi^nia Street, belonging to 
the heirs of the late Mi. Roger Stewart. In digging the founda- 
tion of this house, a number of human bones weie found , which 
proves that a biuying ground must have been attadied to it. 
About 1760 the i^a^ was in high preservation. 

A little below Kilblain stood the remains of a CathoUc chapel, 
and the tenant was permitted to remove the stones to enclose his 
garden, in doing whidi, a variety of old coins were found, and 
more particulariy the Cniikstone dollar. 

A third stood at tiie extremity of what is now the east boun- 
dai^ of the East Parish, which must have been the prindpal, 
cemetry ; for when the late Mr. King took in these grounds as 
a kitchen garden, many grave stones were found sunk beneath, 
a spade deep. What confirma the anthentidty, is the tact of 
this being part of the farm of Chapellon, on the estate of Grem- 
ock. 

Hiese di^>els are supposed to have b^u swept away, amidst 
the general wreck of religious houses, at the Retbrmation, and 
the inhabitants of the barony of Glreenock were obliged to travd 
Ml the Sabbath six weary miles, through bad roads, and ovet 
dangerous rivulets, to the church of Innerkip, or as it was an- 
cientlyknown as the parish of Doff. Much inconvenience having 
been found from the great distance of the parish church, J<An 
Schaw of Orenok obtained, in 1689. a charter from the King, 
authorising him to build a churdi, for the accommodation oC 
the tenants and inhabitants, of his lands of Greenock, finuart, 
and Spangock. The fi^owing is a copy of the royal charter, 
granted by i^ing Jame§ VI., to Sir John SchaWi for disjoining 
or separating a [larticular portion or territory from the parish uS 
Innerkip, (which as bong the " Mother Church" of tfie district. 
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b wHa, tWflWB. by the a^ peUatioD of the " Auld Kiik,") ht the 
ftwmatioB of the parish of Greeaock, wnee dinded kite three 
jMrishes — the West, the Middle or Mew^ and the East pariah. 
The document which we aUude to, ia dated at Holyroodhouge, 
' th« X&h ^y of NovR^ibeT, 1688, ami was aubae^pueatly ratified 
ID the Scottish Pariiiuieiit m 1092, bikI is as followB :— ■ 

<<J&M£8BithegiaMi)C|Mlki«c«f Smtti T»«* ooUMMmaoflttJtan 

«AHBd)Ma to be nWt and iapsait wUUn thii ralma ud ■!! vr oKcorims- 
avian of aaj or Tthtx ktz M b« dlnM Okinpoan llagca Mid miMUw qdioat 
it •Arte qulMia kuvksa tblc of lr«3 mU earn gnlin WIT YE WS bd^ 
>Mni»iT<tlManiMtaeiU Hiid irita sffaeUon gi kMtIt JuhiuMiel^waf fcaoak 
bM ay Iiad to goddto gloria and propicatioiiD oT tha traw nUfloiui 191 tha fint 
proftaaing of tbe aama within o' realm And that he continairlilf in that godlle 
■ifBd aadgude IntMitiaan Tponu aindtU naaonnaUa ooaddaratloal* Marine 
talmofwmwlBaoeaadnaennaa h«tatiri*to god&NaauI* *rl)liii|iMt cnlU 
•□ hli awtn oobt to £raet and big one panoohg kirk Tpoim hi> awln kentage 
Bat •!•• t« appoyat and dealgiuia uaot and galrd to the nnrn wt tha baill 
profitla BDd eom^dltle he hee of tdnd belanghig to the kirk fbr the hslp and 
aspporte of the aoMaatktioun of ana miniatai thalrat Sua that tbe pair pqiiB 
dualling TpoDD hii landi and heretaga i^U ar all fiacken and of a reaaonnabla 
nowmer daelland four mjrlei ^ thair paenohe kld( and baring aoe grait rlrat 
topaa over to the aainjni May halfaneeaae Id winter inatnnn anttlinttrTrmnn 
dllle to eoDTaca to goddla anilce on tha Mhboth daj and real aawrdlng to goddla 
loMitotloiui BaandweHIallowltaftaproeaidliithea^rBwariibaith betba 
gewwllaMwnbUeof theklikaBdayaodaHa— mWeof Iheproirinayinhere- 
mania And we Tndanlandliig that the iicoinpHibrtiig of tbe i^d godlie and 
gnde wark Will ba large oolit and expoiae and grita pane* and tnrellli to the 
aaldJohnna and hlatanentlaTHAIRFOIB that thai&Mobe not dot be hin- 
darit thairin bot imthar ba enoooTagait and half gnde oecaaioon te parfiwiaa tha 
aamyn WE after o' laDchfiiJl and parfjrta al^ of Toentie ane jara oam^t 
and ganeniU ftTooatianii maid in er perllaiDeat Half garin grantit and comlttlt 
and be thlr 01 Iraz gavia grantU and aomittU bi the aaid Johnne echaw of 
granok Ouia foil power apeelall libartle fhcoltla and licence To enot and Ug 
tbe aaid Urii aud daalgnna mana and gaird tbalrto 1b and Tpoan oa; pairt or 
place within tha bounda of hii awin landi apd heretage qohalr he eall think 
maiit emnodioiu and e<HiTtiilant qnbainit hia bwU tenentla aalba haldin to oon~ 
lene to hrir goddU worde and ReMaoa tha laeramentli in all tyme earning and 
ordanli the aamyn to be cslllt the parrocha kirk of grenoh And thdrfoir azeme 
hiqi hia airia a|»d bgonantiiuf hi* lAndaandberatagaoawiuidapd t«lwbadbe 
bimand tluine rraaUkepingaDdcoaTeningtetfaaiBauldpaiTaAekiTklBoax 
qmea iwmjng Bot at thair awIn wilt and gie^ be tUl vf Ina And deolairls 
thaae to be frie and perpetualUa ezonerlt and dltch^rgit jaf all cbarge aacDm- 
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Aof of th* tainya in itant taiUlaiiii blggti^ beltUng or onr Tthcr puuur of 
w*y in tyme cumlog Aad lorJer vpoun IbicaiueuHl cotuideratieniB folmUtUs 
w« aruditUe willini tbe lald Johnnca godlia tntaiitioiin folnaid ud bdng of 
gold mynd to more biin tfaalrto and Tccompaace him for th« latnyn B« the 
Umior of tbfi 0' Irez Exenri* the (dd Johnua bU airia and tenaiDlla pat and 
to cum diulliiig Tpoon hla proper lands aad hantaga of grtnok fyoBartig and 
apangoli frith Ihair peTtiiieDtli aiteodlnc all to twenty aaohl pond xiij s worth 
of land of anld extent lyand wlth&i tbe parochln of InnerUpe and or arefdome 
of Renfrew Rv all parmenlaf ooy pain of any taxationn atent anMdeebaiie 
and impoaitionn qtanioeuir to be T^it or impotlt witbin tbia nalme in ony 
tymea helreftra alheraTdioer or extnordiner for onycaaa or occaalaun tbat 
may faapplo, bo. &e. Gevia n>der <f privla aaill AT halyniidhoui tbe aucb- 
teoa day of Nooamber The yelr of god Jm tc fbnncolr nine ydrie And of or 
ttegme the tweatle thrle yelr per alfDatunun manlbna S D N Begb ac c«n. 
edlarlj ai^Bcript." , 

The proprietor having obtained this diarter, erected a church 
aod manse in 1591, and also set apart a |Hece of ground adjoin- 
ing, as a churchward ; on the 4th April, 1592, the Sjrnod of 
Glaagow authorized tiie burying of the dead in the newklrkyard 
of Greenock*. In 1694 another Act of Parliament was passed 
in favour of John Shaw, by which hie lands of Greenock, Fin-, 
nart, and Spangock, with all their titles and ecclesiastical duties, 
were disjoined from Innerkip, and erected into a disdnct par- 
sonage and vicarage, which were assigned to the newly erected 
parish of Greenock. On the 16th September, 1600, the Synod 
of Glasgow ordained, that tbe inhabitants of Over and Nether 
Greenock should meet in one congr^ation. The parish of 
Greenock continued as thus established till 1836, when there 
was obtained, from the lords commissioners for the plantation of 
churches, a decree, whereby the baronies of Wester and Easter 
Greenock, and various other lands, which had beloi^ed to the 
pariidi of Innerkip, with a small detached portion of the parish 
of Houston, were erected into a parish to be called Greenock, 
aad the church formerly erected at Greenock, was ordained to 

■ The oharch aa now aeen, ia dieFerent from what it ma at It> Srat erection ; 
and bad oat the winge cODlsInlng Sir MIebael S. Stewart'a, and Cartsbnrn'a 
aaat, tili about TO yean ago, when it ww aaostly rebuilt. TIh oldeat gnre 
elons beara date 16TS. 
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be tlte parAchml cbiirch of whicb Shaw of Greenock was the 
patron. 

The church, though finished in 1691, had not a regular pas- 
tor till 1602, when John Lang was appomted minister ; ' in 1640, 
James Taylor; in 1679, Neil Oillies, privately called by the 

parish ; 1668, Gordon, officially ,'wfao continued till 1691,. 

when he returned to his old chaise at Inverary ; in 1694, John 
Stirling from Inchtnnan, who in 1701 was admitted Principal of 
the College of Glasgow ; and in 1704, Andrew Turner from 
Erskine, who died in 1719. In the same year he was succeeded 
by his son David Turner, who died in 1786. In 1786, AJas 
M'Aulay was afqxiinted. Some alleged improprieties of b^av- 
iour brought him before the presbytery; they held their meetii^ 
in the present Town Hall, and on that occasion the celebrated 
Mr. Muir, of Hunter's-hill, (who was banished for his share in 
the revolutionary meetings of the friends of the people) appeared 
on behalf of the church. Mr. M'Aulay died while his case was 
under consideraUon, and was succeeded in 1792 by Robert Steel, 
the present minister. In 1798, the sUpend was only £96 
in money, and a glebe of six acres, worth £30 yearly. The 
stipend was afterwards augmented to £111 in money, with 
thirty-two bolls of meal ; and, by the act of Parliament in 1801, 
authorizing feu grants of the glebe, for building, at an aven^^e 
rent of £100 per acre, the value of the glebe has been rdsed to 
£600 a year ; and the whole revenue of the minister is about 
£800, with thirty-two bolls of meal, yeariy,. constituting it one 
of the best livings in Scotland. 

The west parish, which still retains the name of the old parish, 
comprehends the western part of the town, and the greater part 
of the country district. The patronage belongs to Sir Michael 
Shaw Stewart of Greenock. The church is situated at the east 
end of the glebe, and close by the shore. It stands iu the midst 
of [ui extensive burying ground, and though there is nothing re- 
markable in its appearance, has still a venerable aspect. It is 
built nearly in the form of a cross, tmd has a small belfry on the 
west side. Here the first bell which was in Greenock is sup- 
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' 1poK4 to have been phtced, aid till within the last forty years it 
g;ave a merry chime on ■arriage occasions, or a mouniful loU 
when some worthy was consigned to fte dust. This place con- 
tinued till 1741 the only place o( worship, and awtains a seat 
fiw Sir Midiael the lord of the manor, and anotheir tot Crawford 
of Cartsburn, the projwietor of Cartadyke. There is aho k ftHn- 
mtm' pMery t and on theoppofltcndeaitotherfbraeunen, wHh 
a ship AiU rigged suspended from the roof: ibe iVBt ia i4>pro- 
priated to geaeral sitters. In wandering tiirough tlie dmniAi- 
yard, there is hat little to attract the eye whi^ is HotGonmon 
to every barying grovnd, and Gieenoek possesses but few iltils- 
trions dead, over whose graves we would be ^ to linger with 
emotiMiB of regret. Yet here unnotified, and scarcely knowB, 
is now "mouldering in ulent dust," Highland Mary, the lAjedt 
of BuTBs' purest uid most e^ialted altaehmenlt, and Ae theme 
of-someof his finest 'effiisions. Here ^so the faAaof the illus- 
trious James Watt reposes in peace, though not altogether m- 
conmemorated. And here yoo are raninded of that fiwAil 
comity, the -ranking of the steam boat Comet, on the 21st of 
Ootobec, 1825,^ observing the grave «4tich contains Sir Joseph 
fiadcli&'s servants, who perished on that moanfiil occasion. 

Tkaa u we moTe wftb aolailiD trekd, 

Above Aou BuiloiM at the dMd{ 

Time wu, like lu Ibef lUb ponnt. 

And time eball be when we eball tft. 

"Oie increasing population in 1741, rendered it necessary to 
have more chnrch accommodation thaa the parish church afford- 
ed, and accordingly this year the new parish church was estab- 
lished, and a minister ordained for it. This pariah is confined 
entirely to the town, and is known by the designation of the Mid 
Palish. 

At the time the first minister was ordained, there was no re- 
gnlu place of vrmship, except a large loft at the Royal Gloss,* 

• The odebrated George Whitfield preached here on the eve of bii embark- 
ing bom GieeDock for America, &om tkeee irordi— " la then oa balm In 
OOead, b there no phyddanAue." ' ' 
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' aow oc«ui»ed partly with Bailie Ewing's office ; and in the dosB 
uyoiniag a bell was huag upon trianglra, for the purpose <tf 
warning the people to church. Up to this time Greenock poa- 
sesaed no steeple, and the only tell'tale time could boast of, wa> 
a son dial, placed on the western corner of that house, on the 
north east comer formed by the intersection of Cross Shore and 
^aw Streets, and which appears fr<Hn a stone in front to have 
been built in 1716, and was one of the four slated houses 
which Qreenock was possessed of prior to 1720. In 1753, how- 
ever, the minister of the mid parish remonstrated with the ms^s- 
bates on the unsafe state of the triangles, and wished them re- 
piured, but it was thought by the worthy council a more econo- 
mical plan to erect a " timber steeple" on the town cellars then 
finished, and to give the inhabitants the benefit of a clock. This 
was earned into effect almost immediately, and was considered 
a chef d'<euvre in this species of architecture : and well it might, 
for the aspiring Greenockians had previously nothing to mark the 
tardiness or dpeed of time, save the sun did, and Rip Van Win- 
kle's clock, " the tali trees"shadow on the garden wall." 

In the year 1768, Lord Cathcart gave a present of g^und for 
the purpose of building a church, and the town and a number of 
individuals gave money for its erection. On the 6th of April, 
1769, the foundation was laid, and early in 1761 it was pro- 
nounced a substantial, safe building, and immediately occupied 
as a place of worship. It stands in the middle of the square, 
fronting the Mid Quay, and has a very elegant appearance. 
The architecture is plain, having a portico with four pillars of 
the Ionic order. Tbe steeple, which is a beautiliil piece of ma- 
sonry, was not finished till 1787, and though one hundred and 
f^rty six feet high, is still less than was originally intended ; and 
is almost a copy Jiromthatof St. Martin's, in the I^elds, London. 

This church contains a seat for the Magistrates, and is capa- 
ble of holding 1600 sitters ; on each side of the pulpit are ele- 
gant monuments, to the memory of Lieut. Colonel Henry Craw- 
ford, and Capt. Geoi^e Stewart, both natives of Greenock, who 
fell in defience of their country during the Peninsular war ; and 
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weve erected by their early firieads And t 
tile Hagu<rate§' k^ ia a pluR lowble liab to tin meinbry of 
aaolher lomtmaii, WUKam Spenee, whose mRthMaalml ttbuO' 
taxmta were of the highest order : and it is intended to erect near 
the Mine place an elegtmt monument to the neoiory of Qionti* 
Leilch, an amiable and highly gifted Individual, who was Air six 
yean Magifltrate of Greenodc, and who taw cxecnlHl, daring 
this ehort period, the greatest improreinentB which Onenodi 
ean boast of. When the mid pariA waa fint di^oined in ITti, 
'Aunea Shaw was <adhined miniBtiM; ; n 1771, John Adam from 
Ve(t*Kilbiide ; wd in 1793, John Soott, tte preaent olorgyman^ 
In 178A the mmiater'a stipend, including sacmnental ekmivls 
and a iiree mame, was £lll, and in 1820, £190. 

The East Parish Chnrdi is situated near the Rue-end, share 
the entrance to Bogle-street ; it is a plain buildii^ surrounded 
with h«es and a wall : close by it is the manse. Though there 
is nothing imposing in its outward a{q)earaDce, it is fitted np 
witii some taste inwardly; tmd contaidB aM'eJegAt monnDtoA 
eiV the left huid sid^^lf the pu^, exect6d by Ahthony Sil*wra, 
/to the memoiy ot his wife. When built in 1774 it was onhf a 
chapel c^ ease, and the fimt minister, Peter ftfilkr, perfermed 
service till 1776. Tbe suae year Archibald Rod was elected, 
who was transferred to Manofatinc in 1702. This year Archibald 
M'Lauohlane was eleided, n^ was txaaafeired to Dundee in 
1806. "Qie chapel was vacant for two years in consequence of 
the [Wt^metors dividing amongst themselves respecting the elec- 
tion of Mr. Joseph ftnlayson and Mr. David Watson, vibidi 
election was set aside by the Court, and Dr. Gilchrist was nomin- 
ated by Principal Baird. In id09 It was ctuvcxted intoa parish 
church; andDr. Gilchrist wastransforedtoEdinburghin 16&S, 
when the R^. Hr. Menztee, the present minister, was dected. 
Tlie salary is £200 annually, with a free manse. 

The oldest tjtnrch not connected with the Establishment was 
the Old L^ht Antibui^her meeting-house of Cartsdyke, built 
in the memorable 1745, and rebuilt in the year WaS. llie first 
minister was Mr, M'Aia, everythird fionday^ he ««« saccc«iicd 
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fay Mr. Cook, who went, to Aaerica ; Mr. Ritehieum foUowtd, 
u4 wasstioveededbyMr. WiUiBiD 1780. The presrait minister, 
Mr. Moscdpt, mia pbeed in 1813, 

flu 1hrgb«r jMeting-hoHie in the Mukct-stneet was ereotod 
in 17Aftt fMcsiouv to itf em^on the nemben lued to meet for 
wofsbip ID a Ui^ gieen, abnit behiiul ttie Town Hail buildinga, 
wkeK & te«t woa kc^ continnally staDding. In coDtequence of 
Ac noisy dlualm of tihe chuich, and the rcpaiiB it requited, it 
wa* abandotted* in 1803, vbea the Burgher chaptl ia Innerkip 
qtnet «aa nected. The fiistmiBiiter wa^.the Rev. James Elli;, 
t» oonneatioa with Paisley ; the yeaj following (17fi8) il *U ' 
Mpantad from Paiaky, wkI stood vacant Ull 1761, when Mr. 
Jghn Buist was ordained : be waa followed by the Rev. Hr. Dunn, 
who was succeeded by Mr. Barclay, and is at present willkout a 
Btated minister.— Cost £1122. 

In 1701 the Gaelic chapel was erected. It stands close by 
the West Bum, on a rising grcvind, enclosed with a railing, and 
thoi^t a l4Mn subitantjal building, has rather an inpoung ftp- 
peanum. The fint tninister was the Rw^ Kenneth Bayne, who 
died in 1891, and was snooeeded the same year by the Rey. 
Angus Haoh^an, present minister. Salary abcnit £2fi0.> — Cost 
£1700, aqd can hold I6Q0 people. 

The Burgher chapel, Ntdi^son-street, was built in I78I. . The 
■6m minister was the Rev. Mr. Jack, succeeded by the present 
Rev. Mr. Wilson. Stipend £300.— Cost £1800. and can hold 
leOQ sitters. ' .. 

Tabemade, Sit ftCdianl-.itKet, b|uk in 1806, when Itl^ Rev. 
Mr. Hercus was appoint^. Relief, Sir Michael -8traet,'in 1807, 
when the Rev. Mr. Auld was appointed. — Coat £2300, and can 
hold 130O sitters. Methodist, Tdbago-street, in 1814. Romaa 
Catholic, in 1815 i pievioUB lo this they held their meetings for 
four years in the Star HaH. The first regularly officiating clei^- 

* During the Uom thi* plsca vm luiaold, and when It wh almoit ths oalf 
nnnociqiisd boiue In IW9, B ball accideatdr find irma > frigite Id the roadi, 
fell thira Bbaat 9 in tha momliiK, and having p*n«trat«d the roof, {breed oat ■ 
Urgt ituu from tb* Muth wtM oqrner. 
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mui was the Rev. John DttvidBOa ; he died in ISIS, and was 
succeeded hy the Rev. JtAm Gordon, present incumbent, who 
opened the new chapel 24th December, same year. 

The B^ttist meeting-house was built in 1821, when the Rev. 
Mr. Edwards was appointed ; unce the period of hie leaving this 
plac« ih; legular clergymui officiates. These buildings have 
nothing remarkable in their appearance, and are only ohander- 
iied by the good taste of those who |Janned and finialied thcao, 
for affording pleasant accommodation to their various sitteiB. 

In 1823, Blackhall-street chapel was finished, from dengns by 
Mr. James Dempster, of this town, 'a young architect of rising 
eminence. It stands upon a fine open space near the shore, and 
has a very substantial, imposing appearance. The first dergy- 
man is the present incumbent, the Rev. Nathaniel Morren. — Cost 
£3200, and can hold 1600 sitters. 

In 1824, the Episcopal chapel was finished. It stands upon 
the north side of Gourock-street, and has a chaste and elegant 
Gothic front, designed by and executed under the superintend- 
ence of Mr. Dempster, in a manner highly creditable to his alnli- 
ties. It was consecrated by the Rev. Bishop Saodford on the 30th 
' April, 1825, and shortly after, the Rev. Wm. D. Carter entered 
on the minbteriU duties of the chapel. On his being appointed 
Chaplun to the Hon. East India Company in 1829, the Rev. J. M. 
Williams was elected, but he never entered upon his duljes, in 
consequence of his appointment also as Chaplain in India to the 
East India Company. The Rev. T. H. Wlklnson was nominated 
his saccesBor. — Cost £2300, and can bold 400 sitters. 

Having now gone over Uie different places of worship, in the 
regular succession in which they appear to have been built, some 
estimate may be formed from thence of the progress of the town 
and population from the year 1741, till the present period. — 
Greenock may be said to contun almost all sects and persuasitms, 
and the only class of Christians among us, who have no regular 
place except a hall, are the professors of Universalist doctrines. 
In 1817, attempts were made to get a place of worship for the 
Unitarians, but this tailed in consequence of the fewness of their 
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D'uniber. Tbe ittfaabilanta have beeo al\mya considered as a 
church'gmag pet^le, and thoi^h the accommodation is reckoaed 
no more tlian sufficient for the population, the churcfaea are, 
with fewexcepticms, well attended. 

Tbe fallowing abstract fron the sesstoaal records fortbe years 
1830 and 1638, will be of importance. The register of Births 
cannot but be inaocurate, from tbe negligence of parents on this 
important point. A register o( Deaths has never been kept, 
but it is intended to commence one inunediatdy. 

OLD PARISH. 

Marriages in 1820, 124.— In 1838, 128. 

Births in 1820, 263. — Of which there are males 145, females 
lie. In 1838, 332.— Of which there are males 131, femtJes 
101. 

Paupers receiving parochial lud in 1820, 495 — of whidi there 
were, males 68, temaUs 426. In 1828, 403 — of which there 
were, males 16, females 327. 

Assessment for 1820, £120O--for 1828, £862 6s. 3d. 

MID PARISH. 

Marriages in 1830, 60.— In 1828, 68. 

Bir^s in 1820, 93 — Of which there were, males 51, females 
42. In 1838, 68— of which there were, males 26, females 32. 

Paupers receiving parochial ud in 1820, 338 — of which there 
were, moles 34, females 304. In 1828, 312 — of which there 
were, males 36, females 326. 

Assessment for 1820, £800— for 1828, £750. 

EAST PARISH. 

Marriages in 1820, 37.— In 1828, 43. 

Births in 1820, 69 — Of which there were, males 37, females 
32. In 1828, 90 — of which there were, males 48, females 42. 

Paupers recdving parochial aid in 1820, 307 — of which there 
were, males 68, females 139. In 1838, 106— of which there 
were, males 22, females 84. 

Assessment for 1820, £450— for 1828, £220. 
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The foHmraig sanu, have bceo fonndond neoessaiy fai IbaSi, 
Old ¥mtk, £nO; New VmnA, £700; Eiut Paiuk, £9M} 
Fasc^fWM, £180, 

We have only noticed one burying gronad m> betongrag to A« 
Town ; bnt the crowdMl atate of Ob otd natptade tat our 
Facers' albea rendered it necctwury i> 1768 to fen a hufc piece 
of grausd at the top of Inncikip-itiEet, which mm ewdawd 
with & wall ; and tUs wb> *till further angmentcd by fenug 
^ additional fi«kl in ISJO, ^Aich ia ^hn nironded by a wall, 
haring a centre range which divtdea both places. 
, Scotland has been long famed for its ^tentlon to the ednca- - 
tion of the rising race ; and Greenock has been by no means 
behind in tliis important subject. The benefit of Parochial 
Schools has been long felt and acknowledged, and the reason 
why there is none hare has been matter of wonder to many.— 
A correspondent in the Greenock Paper for April 12, 1808, has 
the following remarks — " Can any of your iatelligent oom- 
spondents inform me why no such establishment as a Parochial 
School'has existed in Greenock for neaxly 40 yeazs past ! and 
on what grounds the ri^Bg generatjoa in thU place are deprived 
of such an institution." Notwithstanding of this want, Green- 
och has produced some who have been an ornament to their 
country. Witness the never dying i(ame of James Walt ; in 
Mathematics William Sp^ce ; and in the lighter and more 
amusing parts of literature, John Gait. There are few indeed 
but must have felt the force of Lord Eldop's handsome cotnpli- 
ment when presenUog the Gr^not^ petition against the Catho- 
lic claims, amonnting to nearly five thousand wgnatures, when 
he observed, " that this was a proof of educatim in Scotland, 
and in particular of Greenpck, that in a petition to nuilMroilsly 
Hgncd, the signaturea were all well written, ^d only three 
marks." In further proof of this, Greraock hoe sot f(Kth en- 
tetpriang and intelligent merchtBti to almost evoy mercantile 
depot in the world : and as every person has a wish |U> know tha 
school boy scenes of other days, 

" Wbcre in bii odiv bimuSdo nkllled to rula, 
TiM Tillage nlBt«T taucht lUg UtU« Khovl," 
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we mAjmii theMfoving tntiAeitthg reninfcs from the pen of 
Geo. WiUiainaou, E^. ; — 

. "Hf. RebertAirol, the wHlhor ^«i'4deg»it trttDfllatiM «f 
Comelint Nepo$ published in 1744, with a vocabulary, diroito- 
logical table, and erudite aotes, was the first master of the Gram- 
mar Scbod of Greeaock. He ^so. published translattons of 
Sulropiiu, and select colloqvieB'of Enumv — bntwhaC ■poMdts* 
tinguishes him. Is the drcumstance of his having iteen one of the 
preceptors of the immortal James Watt. Mr. John Marr was 
Bfr. Watt's instmctor in Mathematics. It is regretted that no- 
Aing liiidier of Bfr. Uair is knOwa, «xoepdng th&t It appeara 
mnn the records of the soci^y of Free Masons, known by tlie 
appellation of the 'Greenock IGlwinning. No. 11,' of which he 
was a menber, that be was of GUugow, at all events tJiatbewas 
initiated 4* the nyBtenes ftf the vtaft in lint, city, 

" He oM Tenement at the foot and on tbe west aide of Smith's 
lane, otherwise known as Uie 'Wee Kirk-street,'' where it joins 
the Vennel, U the bouse in whidi tbe Town SchooW were kq>t 
at the p^od alluded to, and probably belonged to some oae sf 
the Magistrates of the day. ' * 

' ' On the 2d October 1731 , Mr. John Woodrow was appointed 
Gr&nuoar ^dioolmartet on th^ decease of Mr. ArroL To this 
efice be mated tkat of SessioB Cla>k. It is not %nowa wfaenJie 
flied, hot his successor's name Was Mr. Bradfute, who conthined 
in office for about four years, and on his deatli or resign atibji,— 
for 1 have heard he removed to tlie Grammar School of Ol^^ow 
—was on tbe 15th October. 1709, succeeded by Mr. John Wil- 
son. This respectable individual vi'as the author of " Clyde," 
an elegant poem republished at Edinburgh, in 1603. A very 
s|nrited biographical sketch is prefixed to it, by the late Dr. 
!Leyden, from which, however, I cannot forbear to make the fol- 
lowing quotation, as illustrative of the state of Greenock, as re- 
garded statistics and learning mxty years ago. 

" I hiTt DOW, (■•;■ Dr. Lgydm,} to rdata s ■iDfuUr trumotion, which I 
aii Marcdy belieTS woold have takin place in any diitrlct of Scotland, but the 
wsit, nIsU m tiM IW. Gre«Mck at thlifwlod ww ■ tfarivliw aea-port, 
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r^dlj BDHrsinc into noUBa. Id tba htfjliaiag of lut Mntnr; it «MHltlcd of 
a ritifia row of thitcbed hmuet, itretcIUng ■!<»( a Iwf without any liulMMir. 
In 1707 a harboar began to be ooaslruetad ; but the town inenaud so alowlr) 
that ID ITSfi It! population amounted onl; to aboot 3800 souls. About tfae 
latter period, baweTsr, It bsfan to inc t s ai s ra^dlf, and coatinned to flonriih 
till the canuneneemeal of the American war. Still, howcrer, Its inhabitanU 
were more remarkable for opulence and commercial eplrit, than for their at- 
tenllon to Ularaturs and Kience. During the itruggle between Frelacj and 
Pretbjtery in Sootland, Greenock, like moat of the towni and dlstrioti of the 
west of Scotland, bad imbibed the moat intolerant spirit of Fresbyterianlim ; 
a spirit which at no period had been faToonble to the exertions of poetical 
laDcf, and which spent tba last efforts of Its Tlruleuca on the Dav^at of 
Home. Induced bf this rellgknis s^rit, and br a cool mercantile attention to 
l^idenee, the Magistrates and Minister of Greenock, before the; admitted 
Mr. Wilson to the enperintendenee of the Grammar School, stipnlalad that fae 
^oald abandon 'IA4 pri^aae and m^mfilable art tfpaem^mafmg.' To antld 
the temptation of Tlolating thie promise, which he esteemed sacred, he took 
an early opportanlty of committing to the flamea the greater part of his nn- - 
finished manuieripla. After this he nerer Tanlured to touch his forbidden 
ijre, though he often regarded it with that monrnfol solemnity, which tfae 
harshnesi of dependanca, and the memory of its departed sound)^ could not 
fitil to Inspire. 

" He seenu durln| life to bare considered this as the criiii of bii fate, which 
eondamnad liim to obscurity, and aometimes alluded to it with acrimony. In 
atetlerto his son Oeoige, atteodlug the UniTeriity of GlHgow, dated Jan. 
SI, 1T7S, he says, ' I oum thought to live by the breath of Ikme ; bat how 
miserably was I disappointed when, Inetead of haTing my performance ap- 
plauded In crowded theatraa, and being csressed by tbefreal — for what will not 
• Poetaster, in hla inUndcsting delirium of posssselon, dream— I waa con- 
demned to bawl mysdf to hoarseness to wayward brats, to coltivale tand and 
wash Ethloplani^ for all the dreary days of an obscoie life, tho emitempt of 
shopkeepers and brutish sUppen.' " 

" Cntel as was the sacrifice which Mr. Wilson was thus compel- 
led to make of the oSspring of his imagiaatjon, at tfae shrine of 
prejudice, yet let it not be supposed that the soil became un- 
productive of the Sowers of literature under such blighting influ- 
ence, or that poetry has been unculliTated in Greenock since hit 
day. 

" Mr. Wilson died 2d June, 1789, having two years previoady 
been compelled to retire from the labours of his oflice by reason 
of the growing infirmities of age, and a worn out constitution. 

" Mr. Wilson v/ta succeeded by Mr Thomson, who remained 
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in office (town to 39th October, 1704, when Mr. Daniel MTu- 
lane was appointed his BUCceHSor, and for tite long; period of 
thirty years continued to maintain the reputation Which the 
Greraock Grammar School had acqtrited under his predecessor. 

" Mr. M'Farlaiie was Hucoesded on bis resignatioQ in 1824 by 
Mr. Potter, a young Kentlcfflaan of learning aad talmU, united to 
the most unassuming modesty, and who, had he been spared to 
see long Ufe, would have added another to the number of a daas 
of men to whom the community of Oreenoclc owe a debt of grati- 
tude. 

" On Mr. Potter's death, the pfesent incumbent Mr. Brown was 
appointed his successor ; of him, of course, I tun precluded irom 
saying anything farther, thui to ejq>resB an earnest hope that 
the youth of 'Greenock shall long eiyoy the advantages of the 
tuition of so able, zeaious, and suceeseful a teacher." 

When the Hid Parish Church was iinished, the Town Schools 
ranored to the loft at Royal Gloss, and continued there, with 
their various teachers, till about the year 1806. The firstteacho: 
of the English School was John M'Adam ; he readied in 1772, 
and was succeeded by John Irvine. On Mr. Irvine's reaiguation 
in 1779, Hugh Mitchell was a[^nled, who was the last teacher 
that Teceived a salary from the town. 

In 1772, Robert Nicol was appointed Master of the Mathe- 
matical School. In 1775, Captain Campbell, of the Prince of 
Wales, Revenue Cruizer, made a prraent to fbe town of an Aai- 
muth compass, which was placed under Mr. Nicol's charge, and 
was the first of this valuable instrument ever seen in Greenodi. 
In 1781, Mr. Lament was appointed, and continued in the situa- 
ti<« till 1827, when he was succeeded by Mr. Robeon, the pre- 
sent master. 

Tin 1774, the Schods were entirely under the control of the 
Magistrates and Town 0)uncil ; but the increasing population 
forot^ht a number of talented ndividuals about this time, who 
taught vrith great success. In 1806 the Academy was built, and 
since that period has continued under the charge of its highly 
respectable master, C. Buchanan. 
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At present the Schools are. numerous. There is a Free School 
situated in Ann-street, which is kept up by voluntary subscrip- 
tion, and educates annually about 600 poor children ; and there 
b an Infant School, established in ^828, on Mr. Wilderspin's 
plan . Independent of these, the following teachers may be men- 
tioned : — The Messrs. White, Ekiglish, Writing, &c., Geoi^e's- 
square ; Mr. Hunter, English, and Mr. Wcol, Writing, Sir Mi- 
chael-street; Mr. Murray, English, Academy Buildings; Mr. 
Anderson, ^glish. Rue-end ; the Rev. Mr. Robertson, Board- 
ing School, Glebe, where all the branches of education are 
taught. Besides those now enumerated, there are a number of 
other schools ; and, though last not least, there is a Female 
School of Industry, which has done much good, and has been 
superintended by young ladies, whose exertions in the cause of 
the less fortunate of their sex is beyond all prmse.' ; 

Though the education, in connection with mercantile and other 
useful pursuits, has been attended to with much care, yet schools 
of a different order have not been neglected. Sabbath Evening 
Schools are to be found in every district of the town ; and the 
good which has. resulted from this gratuitous teaching has been 
felt and acknowledged. The Old Parish has schools under the 
charge of the Session, and the Mid and East Parish have similar 
establishments. The Relief and Burgher congregations allow the 
dnldren to meet for an hour after divine service in the afternoon ; 
and they are taught, as in other schools, from the Scriptures, 
Shorter Catechism, and other approved works for the instruction 
rf Uie young. 

The Town Hall and Public Offices are situated in Hamilton- 
street. They were planned by Jaaies Watt in 1765, and 
finished the following year. In order to have the b^iefit of the 
Hall for their meetings, the Lodge, Greenock Mountstuart Kil- 

■ In 1779, UL haiust Frenohman iDBde hl> ■niau'*iic« in tsirii, (be tbs pur- 
poM of t«acbiDg dancing. Ha petitionad th> JUaiiitratM and Toim Council 
to get the loft at Royal Cloa after teaching honn ; but wat refiued, leit tha 
" tripping OB the fontaatio toe" migbt injon the cellan, and bring the town 



n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 



winning, No. 11, advanced £50 to auist in the building. Iliia 
building has been altered lince its first erection ; baring had on 
tbe ground-floor, where are now shops, a prison aiid the Council 
Cbambera. In front of both of these used to be placed four field* 
pieces, made of brass ; and here a sentinel paraded, in conse- 
quence of the Guard-house bdng theii Immediately behind. Hiis 
place has been for some time used as the Polic« Office ; and its 
immediate vicinity to the Court Hall makes it very convenient. 
In the Hall, whidi is spacious, there are two excellent pdnlings 
of King Geoi^ the Third and his Queen. TheTestof tbeapairt- 
ments are occupied by the Town Clerk, Procurator-Fiscal, and* 
the Town Treasurer. 

Previous to the erection of this building, and in 1753, the 
Magistrates and Council met in a shade in William -street, where 
Messrs. Maclie, Lindsay & Co.'s grocery is situated : here also the 
first post-office vras kept, and the fire-engiae, which arrived in 
Greenock in 1753, was placed, under the charge of a supenn- 
tendant, with a salary of 30s. annually. It is to be regretted 
that the council records go no farther back than 1749, the early 
part of this chronicle having been torn out by some sacrilegious 
hand. It bears entire, however, the following liberal Charter,' 
granted by Sir John Schaw in 1751 ; — 

•• SIB JOHN SCHAW of GREENOCK, BuroiMt Buon of tba BsrroDj 
of Greenock and Burgh of Stnooj tbgraor, to all ahs iumdIiT to whMn 
theM Fraoeato Bb«U oome, GKmivQ; 

" WHiitua, hj nTond Charten ondertho GrMt Sol, the Toirn of GnamA 
li Enoted into m Burgb of Baronf, with the nme tlbertiea, priviledcee, »nd 
JnritdtolioiK (TODted to. or naed uid exeralied bj, an; other Burgh of Baron; 
within Scotluid. And, WhernB, I, bfrnr Charter, bearing date tbe thirtieth 
da; of Jannarf, one thotmnd Mvm hundred and rorty-oiie, granted power t« 
the Fewsra and Subfewan of tha mid Borgb of Barony to meet j—^y and 
eholK Manager! of the Fablick Pundi of the eald Town, arlelngfron a Tolnn- 
tar; AHCumeat laid on (liemiel*e* npon all Malt grinded by tbem at my 
HUdi of Westward Greenup And, WhereaB,by an Act paoed inthe fbiirth 
Seaaion of tlUa praHnt Farliainnil, a duty of two pennies Scota la impoaed on 
the pint of all Ale brewed Id the Town of Greenock, and that for repairing 
the Harbour of Greenook, and other pnrpoaes mentioned Intfaeaaid Act; — and 
Jdio Alazander, WHter; Robert IhttM, Robert Rae, Jame* Warden, Ga- 
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britl Hatttf, Wnihm GuuneUi J*nMa Watt, mi Jame* Batehat, tSnchuUt, 
•nd Nilbaii Wilwn, Snrseon, all of tbe Town of GncMck, trc tha«by ay- 
polntcd IVnalui of Uie Fundi arisiiig f^m the i^d impoat of tw* peonln on 
d« piDt of Al« ; uid power la tbareb; giren lo them to name their mii iiaiim 
ki ^Mi — which Att omBDMiMMd npoo Uielrat day of Jane last, and gndarea 
for thinr-ono jtmn, aod to tba and of lh« th«o not Suaion of ParllamMit. 

<■ And I, Cooaideriiig, That, by ths gnat iucKaaa of tb* uid Town and 
Burgh of Barony, It la now beeoms neceoary that the Police and GoTemment 
tfaereof aboald be pA under proper regulationa, and that tbere ahoald be a per- 
patoal gnccMaion of a competent aiunber of the Inhabhanla or BaiyeMes of 
the Mid Burgfa of Barony choaen, with BailUts, TreaaBrar. Clark, and Ofiean 
of Court, for the conatant manBgement of the Funds or Common Good of the 
aaid Bui^h of Barony, admin latratiau of Justice, and maiutalolng Peace and 
Good Order within the aame ; And also, Conaldering, lliat it will ttndgreatly 
to the adrancement of tbeae purposes, that daring the subaiatanee of tbe aaid 
A«t of Farliament, tiie Truttee* thereby appointed, and thab' aneeewora in 
•Sea, bare the garemmaat of tbe Town and management of the PaUie Funda 
thereof— therefore, I do, by these preaenta, as Baron of tbe said Barony of 
Greenock and Burgh of Barony, thereof, Gin and Grant fall Power, War- 
not, and Comminlon to all the Fewan aad Sokhwart of the aaid Town and 
Borgh of Barony of Greenock, To Meet and Conveoe themaelres, upon the 
second Monday of Seplember current, at Ten of tbe Clock Id the Forenoon ; 
and then and tbere to make cboiae of the aaid Nine Trualees to b« MagiatrMea 
and Counaellora of the aaid Burgh ; whereof, two lo he Bailllea, one to be 
Treuurer.andtbeotba'alxtobeCoaBoeUOTi; Widt Power to the aaid Bail- 
lies, and tbeir anscesaors in office, in all time coming, after ths said seoond 
Monday of September current, of holding Conrta weekly, and ofteosr, if ne- 
cevary, within the a^d Burgh, for administrating Justice to the Inhabitants 
therein; of aelxing, arreating, ImprlaoDlng, and otherwise punishing trans- 
gressors and dellnquenta, conform to tbe I«wa of the I«Dd; of levying escheats, 
flnea, and other amerdaments, and, if necesaary, poinding and diatrenaeing 
therefor ; and with power to tbe said Baltliea, Treasurer, and Conncellon, 
and their auccessora in oBlos, to ohidae Clerka, Seaigsuids, Apprlzers, and all 
other necessary Officers and Members of Court i and with power to manage 
the Fnnds and Common Good presently belonging, or that, at any time here- 
after, shall belong, to the aaid Town and Borgh of Barony — aod that in place 
of tbe nine Managera ohoaen and appointed to be chosen by the aaid Charter 
granted by me in the year one thousand aeren hundred and forty-one : And, 
with Power, also, to nuke Hulea, Laws, and Statutes, for the adrantage of the 
Burgb, and maintaining good order and peace within the aame ; and ro put the 
Mme to dos siecutlon: And, wMi Power, also, of recelrlng and admitting 
Uerohantsand all kinds of Tradesmen, and othera, to be free Burgeasn within 
the aaid Buif li — no mors being to be eiactad or demanded than thirty merits 
Soots for theadmlaaion of each Buijeas: And, Generally, with Power to tbe 
aaid BalUi«B) TreaaniSTi and ConncaU) l« useaad ezeroise all oltier liberdas 
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^ pfWUe^M aad JmiidlolUiu, in An nme mtiiBar, and aa frMl; m tkM« 
tttDjMter Bai^b of Buonf in ScMlud do or ma; do. 

*' And, It li banbf DacJarad, Tbat during the tbirtj'-tMia yean mantioBed 
In tbanid Act of I^liamsBt, Ike Treaiarrr of the aaid Bargb utobediuigad 
at tka end of amy yaar, and ooa of tbe Balllia at tbg and of ereiy two jaan, 
and etban chMen in tinii plaoa, whoara Truateea, in Tlrtue of tfaa nid Ant of 
Farliunant rormanigliigtfaBFundaTiilngfroiii tbaimpoatan Ale: And after 
tba ax^ry and tannlnalloii of ttaa aaid Uilrty-ona yean, tbe Tnainrar aod two 
of the Conneallon of the nld Burgb ara to ba remorad at tha eod of eTery 
year, mnd omo of tba BklUiaaat tba end of STerytvo yean; for whinh porpoaa, 
and far ehoadng a Balllie and Tnaannr, and tiro CoancaUon, Id place of tboae 
ramored, ai aboTa maationed, tba vbola Fewan, 8ubfewan,uid Bargeaaasef 
the aaid Burgh, and BurgaMca being always aotaal realdenten thenin, MM 
hcnby ampowared, in all time coming, to meat upon the aecond Mondajr of 
S^tetober ywrly— any Faww^ Sabfewar, or Boi^esi of tbe said Bargh, be- 
ing capable, after outrunning of the tbirty-ona yean above mentioned, of b»- 
ing eboaen a Balllia, I'raasDrer, or Cnanoellor : And the method of Election, 
during the nmniogof the said thirty-one yaara, iabereby declared and appointed 
to be bf aaoh Fewar, Subfawar, and Burgeaa present, hie giving into the 
Cterk a list, algned by him, containing tbe namea ot the Balllie and Tressunr 
to be changed, and the names of the Trustees he elaota aud chooses to be Baillie 
and Treamier for the year ensuing : and after outrunning of Ihe said thirty- 
aaa yeaia, (he valhod of Elaclloa ia hereby daolared and appointed to be by 
etA Fewar, Subfawar, and Borgesa prescDt, his giving into the Clerit a list, 
tigned by bim, of the persona to be rentaved out of the Councell aod thoae lie 
electa and cbooaea in their piaca, aod mentioulng tba names af those he chooaBS 
M be Baillie and Treasurer ; and where votea are equal, the farmer Ballllea, 
Treaiorer, and Councellan, arahsrab; daclared to lure the casting role. 

"And, it la alao hereby declared. That one of the BaiUIes, with four ofthe 
Councellon, or with tbe Tuaasarar and three of tbe Councellon, ibsll ba a 
Qoorum, inrested with tbe power of execa^ng all and every thing hereby 
ooDimlttad to the Bailliea, IVsasnier, and Coaocellors. 

■■ Andit isalaodeelaFed, That, aAeroutraaning of thesaldthirty-ODa years, 
the Baitliaa, Treaaurer, and Councellon, muat. In all time coming, ba actual 
iMsidaDtan within tha Town of Graenook, and thalr non-rendance in tbe aaid 
Town shall aa effectually disqiwlily them for any of these offloes as if they 
jnre naturally dead ; without pr^udioe, navertheleas, upon tbeir returning to 
be actual reaidentera in tbe said Town, of their being re-elected into any of 
tha said oScee, during their actual naidsoce, as above menUoned : and upon 
the death or disqualification by non-residence, aa above mentioned, of any of 
the Town Councali of the aaid Burgb, oondsting of tha Bailliea, Traasurei^ 
and Cauncellcn foresaid, the rest of the Town Councell are hereby empowered 
to choose another in his place ; and that aa oft as the said event shall happen, 
tha whole procaedlnga at £leollon>, whether by the Town Councell, or by the 
whole Fawars, SuUewara and Burgesaee, being alwaya to b« fairly ciit«Md 
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UKllB|nitMdJBm Bode ac Book*, to be kepi b; th« QbA fbr thmt pnrpoM. 
And further, it ia benby proTidad uid dscluwl. That If, by an; uoidBnt or 
DafUct, DO EleetlDD Aail bs mida at may staled ;<ari; dial fbr deotion, or be- 
ing made, but not duly, iball b« Ml aaidc, ar nduc«d,~-TbaD, and in ritbar of 
tbcH ea«ei, and ai often as ttaa aame ihall oocar, (be wbale Fewan, SabfemXi 
•ad Bnrieawa of the nJd Towb and Barany of Gteeuaiik, ehall have foil 
power and liberty to meet upon and cbooae two BailUet, a 

Treaeurer, and lix Coaucellan, fbr tb« (OTernment of the aaid Town and 
other purpoeei, and with the poiren above maatlaned; and to meat yearly 
tiiereafler, npcoi the i^d and remove part of Ibem, aad 

obooee atbera in (beli place. In manner as Is abbre proTided — eueb power u>d 
liberty biing alwaya hereby H qnallied, that if the neeesdty of eueb Dew 
election of a wbido Town CodugcU happen, during the ranainic of the Ihirly' 
one years mentioned In the said Act of Parliament, then the Tnuteee, far th« 
time ezecDting the nld Aol of Parliament, areMlM chosen the Beilllss, TrsB- 
■urer, and Counoellors of the said Burgh i Proriding and Declaring always, 
that this Grant is glren by me, and accepted by tiie eaid Fewars, Sobfewan, 
and BuTgeaso, with, and nnder Ihia eaprees eondilioD, that the Baron Baillie) 
or BuUles af roe and my heire, ia the Barrony of Greenock, sball liBTe a Co- 
mulatiTa Jmisdletlon over the Inhabitants af the Town of Greenock, with the 
BalUiea to be chosen, as above mentioned. In virtue of tbte Gisnt. 

" And, Further, lo case this Grant ahail, In any point ar cErcomstuice, be 
construed or Interprelad In Law to be aontrary to the Entail of Greenock, and 
my powers with respect to the s^d Town and Bnr^ h ef Barrony, It is hereby 
expressly Daelared, that the same Is granted and accepted with this provision 
and quality. That the same is to be Mgolated and llmilcd according to the 
powers I shall l>e found to have with respect lo the said Town and Burgh of 
Barrony of Greenoelc, and shall stand and be eSestual in so for as cnnsistciit 
therewith ; the same being graated, not ta escaed but to eicrce my powers, for 
the good and advantage of the eaid Town and Bniih. 

" And aba, it ie hereby Declared, that this Grant eball be but pnjudio* to 
the said Subfewora and Fewere, their uacing the eaid Charter granted by me 
(a them in theyear one thousand eeven hundred and forty-one, for the pnr- 
poiios therein mentioned, and that whenever they shall find necessary so to do. 
And, in cose it shall be found neceiury, oompetent, ar praper, that this Grant 
should be eompleated by Infsftment, I hereby desire and require yau 

and each of yon, oonjunctly and severally, my 
Baillies in that part, hereby epecially eeoatltute. That, incontinent after elgbt 
hereof, ye psae and give Heritable State and Seaeine, Actual Real, and CwfO- 
ral pcessedan itf All and Wlwle, tite Powers, Liberties, Fririiedgte, and Jv- 
risdiotlons, above mentiooed, (o the Baillies, Treasurer, and Councelion of 
the said Burgh af Barrony of Greenock, and their auocesaors In office ; and 
that, by delivering lo them or their certain Attorney or Atlomlea in their 
names, Bearers hereof of a Book and Baton, and all other symlrolle usual and 
requisite, to be bolden of me and my Heirs in the EsMI* of Greenock, for 
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nMdtrlat JwUm to thalkhmUtaaUof thanld Baifh, malntaWaf Pwetand 
Good Order wilbln the nm>, and dulf muiitiiiii( their Common Good aod 
Pablick Funda ; far doing wbcnof, thMa prgoeDts shall Iw la you, and each of 
you, aoDJnniitly and nT«rally, u lald ii, • fall power and warrant, Conuntlng 
Is tha Kef latrakloD haraof in tba Booki of Coonoall and Seaslon, Iharda to r>- 
maio lor prea m aMon ; and for that and eoaMllnte my Fra'r* : 

la Witneai whosof, I haTS aabwrilNd theae pnaanta, wrata on Stampt Val. 
lam, by Jamai AUaon, Clerk to Bobart DBlrympIa, Writer to the Signet, 
Alt Dniuaior^ In Eaat Latbian, the aacood day of Septeaobar, one diooaaad 
aa*Mi bDBdrad and ftfty-one yuuv— befbre theie Witncaau, Hew Dalrymplt 
■f Dcamiuffe, £*)., oaa of tba Senator* of the Calladge of Joitioe ; tbe said 
SUibtit Dalrympla, and tba nii Jamea Alieon, Writer hereof. 

(Sipied) "JOHN 8CHAW. 

. " Umw Dalbtktli, Witoeaa. 

" Ro. DALKTimi. Wltneae. 

" J^ucs Auwa, WiUMH." 

On the 6th August, 1751, the first Magistrates aud CouDcil 
were elected, and were as follows ; — 
John Alexander, > 

„ , , > Bailies. 
Robert Donald, ) 

James Butcher, Treasurer. 
W. GammeU, 




The first Guard-house was at the foot of Cowgftte, aud con- 
tinoed till removed to the Town Hall ; and the place more re- 
cently used for this purpose is situated m the lane leading from 
the Square to the Green Merket. 

A DispMsary for the benefit of the Sick Poor was established 
in 1801. The house appropriated for it was situated in Manse- 
lane ; it was afterwards removed to the ground-floor of a house 
in Cathcart- street, the site of which is occupied with part of the 
Exchange Buildings. The sum at first subscribed for the estab- 
liahment of this cbarity, and for its support for the first year. 
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was £131 %). From the Ist July, 1801, 177 patients wen 
admitted ; and from its commencement, until united with the 
Hospital in 1809, there were 171S. By the constitution, the 
poor, when sick at home, and unable to attend, were visited by 
one ofthe surgeons daily; and the medicines prescribed w«re pre- 
pared by an apothecary, who, with the medical attendants, four 
in number, were elected annually by the subscribers. Su^ical 
instruments, with apparatus used for tbe recov^ of drowned 
persona, belonged to the Dispessttry. 

lu 1806 a contagious fever became very prevalent, and was 
traced to the seamen of a prize-vessel brought into harbour. 
The inmates of lodging-houses first caught the infection, aad 
from them it soon extended to other iunilies. The alarm was 
great ; but, by means of the Dispensary, much misery was re- 
lieved, and the prt^ress of the disease finally arrested. On the 
23d of October, 1806, Dr. Speirs, one of the surgeons of tbe 
Dispensary, directed the attention of the committee to the estab- 
lishing an Hospital, or Fever-house, where the poor would be 
removed from their own uncomfortable dwellings, not only for 
their own sakes, but for the purpose of checking infection. At 
this meeting, a sub-committM was ^ipoiuted to inquire into the 
expense of such an establishment ; and on the 32d of Decunber 
they gave in their report, with one from Dr. Colquhoun, " As 
to the rise and progress of the Infectious Fever prevailing ;" and 
another by Dr. Speirs, " On the sulgect of the present and other 
Epidemical Diseases." On the 3d January, 1607, it was re- 
solved, that an Hospital or Infirmary be erected, and subscrip- 
tions were opened for carrying the object into effect. On the 
23d February, the first meeting of subscriherB was held in the 
Tontine, when Alexander Dunlop, Esq., Banker, informed the 
meeting, that Sir John Shaw Stewart had offered forty falls of 
ground for the site of the building. A {^an was submitted by 
Mr. Akd, Master of Wo^s ; and on the 28th September, 1808, 
Mr. George Dempster's estimate, amounting to £1150, was 
agreed to. The subscriptions amounted to £2357 11 7. It 
may be worth remarking, tiiat many individuals excused tbem- 
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Belvea from subsGribing to this necessary institutitHi, by sa^ng, 
" that a Bridewell was more wanted," One of the committee, 
who was zealous in the cause, and at the same time jocular, 
would not let them get off with this excuse, but at once said, 
" both were intended ;" and for this reeM>n, ftom the subscrip- 
tions £500 was set apart for building a Bridewell, which was 
the foandation of the fiind for this erection. At a general meet- 
ing, on the 3d May, 1809, rules, &c., were adopted for the 
raam^^ement of the charity ; office-bearers were appointed ; the 
fnniitnre, &c., removed f'**^ ^^^ Dispensary, which now merged 
into that of the Hospital. At the time the house was opened, 
the cost amounted to £1604 7b., and on the 14th June the first 
patient was admitted. From that period till 1st May, 1810, 
51 patients were admitted, and 149 received benefit as out- 
patients. 

The airing-ground being found rather limited, application was 
made to the late Sir Michael Shaw Stewart, for a small addition. 
He, in the most liberal manner, on looking at the spot, de- 
ured his factor to make over to the trustees the whole piece of 
ground, from the original house to the street, being much more 
than was asked. 

The Hospital, since its establishment, has continued to rise in 
usefulness ; and there is no doubt but it will keep pace, in that 
respect, with the increase of trade and population. It has been 
found necessary to extend its accommodation, by adding two 
wings to it ; and this will be soon completed at about £900 ; a 
sum which was at once cbeerfnlly subscribed, and rapidly car- 
ried into effect. This must be always considered as the first of 
public charities in town, and well deserves the support of the 
public. Much responsilnlity attaches to the managers ; and it 
is to be trusted that a proper and enlightened feeling will ever 
actuate them in the discharge of their duty, llieir motto ever 
should be, " We are the guardians of the Sick Poor." 

The appearance of the Hospital, since the additions were made 
to it, is rather elegant. It is situated on die east side of In- 
nerkip-street, immediately between the burying-ground and 



n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 



Burghei meeting-houte ; and if toy Ibii^ is to be legietted, it 
is its being too much confined to give fbll effect to a house, 
dmple in its dedgn, but neat and chaste in its execution. 



Chief Magistrate, President. 

William Forsyth, Esq., Vice President. 

James Leitch, Treasurer. 

Robert Steuart aa6 John Davidsoji, SecTetaries. 

Committee of Managmnent. 
George Robertson, Chairman. 
" Duncan M'Naught, Deputy Chainnan. 

idba Scott, D. D. James Park. 

Robert Steel. Archibald Buoe. 

Thomas Ritchie. James Watt. 

DuDcas Campbell, Jun. G. J. Weir. 

John H'Nur, Writer. Wlltam Dingwall. 

Medical Attendants. 
Andrew Hill, M. D. John Colquhoun. M. D. 

John Speirs, M. D. Colin Campbell, M. D. 

As nearly in connection with the Greenock HOB{Htal, we may 
state, that on the I4th December, 1818, the medical {uracti- 
tiouers in town and neighbouifaood formed themselves into an 
Aesodation, the object of which was to promote profesuonal 
iatercourae and improvement. On the 2d August, 1620, a code 
of laws were agreed to for the reguUtion of the Assodation. On 
the 2&th September, same year, it was incorporated into a body 
poUtic by charter, under the name of " The Greenock Medical 
and Cbirui^^ical Assodation." Hie members meet regularly once 
a mouth during the winter ; and after the pidvate business is 
finished, an essay on some medical subject, composed by one of 
themembeiSiisread and discussed; a profesuonal question ia then 
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pfDpoaed and debated, and the emay fof nest mectii^ UBonitoed. 
Tlie attentioD of the memben is thus called and directed (o 
important aubjeeta, and different views are elicited, and pre- 
conceived opinions either altered or confirmed. 'Hie AsaodatitMi 
holds in its right a library, which, by the charter, is secared to 
the Society in all time coming. Hie Library u supported by a 
liind, arising trom entry-money, and by annual contributiona ; 
it is now valuable, and rapidly increasing, and oontaina at pre- 
sent about 600 Tolumea. His cannot foil of being highly be- 
neficial to tlie community, by yielding to the practittoDers in 
medicine and surgery ready access to the acquirement of pro- 
fessional knowledge. There is likewise under the conserva- 
tion of the Association a Museum, consisting of anatomical pre- 
parati(»iB, and subjects in natural history. At and nnee the 
commencement of the Assodadon, there have been admitted 62 
members. 
The original office-bearers were as folbws :— 

OPFICB.B£AUEIlS OF THE GREENOCK MEDICAL AND 
CHIBUROICAL ASSOCIATION IN 161S. 

President, Dr. Speirs. 

Vice-Piendent Dr. Kirit. 

Ste^d. |M,.W..D,1«». 

I Mr. A. N. Houston. 
Secretary Alexander Adam. 

OPPICE-BEABERS FOB UO&S. 

Preudent, Dr. Speira. 

Vice-President, Mr. Campbell, Largs. 

Treasurer Dr. Robertson, 

Secretary, Dr. Mackie. 

librarijuit Dr. Ki^. 

(Mr. Turner. 
Censors, 



t Mr. Spars. 

Superintendent of Museum, Mr. Speirs. 

Vacdnator,. Mr. A. N. Houston, 



r 

jr. SpeL 
tb. A. I 
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In leOl, the Tonliae, which is a substantial handaome build- 
ing, was erected. It is situated in Cathcart-street, and contains 
a large hall, with 12 dtting-rooms and 30 bed-Tooma. The 
subscribers, 400 in number, were procured in the course of two 
days ; making the subscription, which was £25 per share, amount 
to £10,000. In consequence of non-payment, 23 were struck 
off the list, which reduced the members to 3T7, and at thb pe- 
riod about 290 are still on the list. 

Nearly opposite is situated the Exchange Buildings, which 
were finished iu 1814, at an expense of £7000. This spadous 
erection, though rather confined to give it full effect, is a great 
oraament to the street. It contains two Assembly Rooms, which 
are fitted up in a splendid manner ; and when lighted and deco- 
rated, and enlivened with the gay assemblage for an evening 
party, has a brilliant appearance. The first assembly took 
place iu Alexander's land, Willi am -stteet, afterwards in the 
Town Hall, Star Hall, Buck's Head Inn, Mason Lodge, and 
Tontine. In the lower i-ange is a large room occupied as the 
Coffee Room, which receives a variety of London and provincial 
papers, besides the periodicals of the day, and works giving in- 
formation on commercial subjects. The expense is defrayed 
by an annual subscription of SSs., but strangers are admitted 
without introduction, and are considered as such for six weeks' 
residence in town. The iirst Coffee Room was in the low fiat of 
" Wm. Alexander's great tenement of land in William-sireet ;" 
and if then limited in its dimensions, had one great advantage 
in bringing the subscribers to a close and friendly Tedprocity of 
sentiment. The present Town Hall was also used for a consider- 
able time for this purpose, and from thence to its present situa- 
tion tbe Coffee Room was removed in the year 1814. The 
Greenock Bank occupies the western side ; and has an exten- 
sive business, not only with London and various commercial 
towns, but also with the Highlands and surrounding neighbour- 
hood. This Bank was established under the firm of Dunlop, 
Houstoun & Co., in 1785, and iu June of same year tlieir first 
bank-note was issued. It was at first situated in the land to 
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4iie westward of the Town Hall ; from thence it was removed to 
the Bank Buildings, West Breast, where it continued till Sep- 
tenber, 1820. The sunk-storey has been occupied as a wine- 
cellar ; and, fi'om the coolness and easy access to it, is generally 
well employed. Behind this building a small neat Theatre 
was bsilt by the late Mr. Stephen Kemble. Previous to 
this erection, the lovers of the drama used to assemble near the 
Rue-end, in that place occupied as a counting-room. Sic., by 
Robert Angus, Esq. Here the Theatre used to be much fre- 
quented ; but of late years fhe taste for this species of enter- 
tainment has been much on tbe decline, and a full house cui 
rarely be got when even the London stars pay a visit to the 
town. This is not peculiar to Greenock alone; Scotland in 
genenl has ceased to bestow its patront^ on an amusement 
which, by its early records, seems to have been any thing but 
well received. 

The old mansioa* of the Shaw Stewart family stands upon a 
£ne rising ground above the Assembly Rooms, and commands a 
mdbt extensive view of the Town. Thb situation, before the 
buildings encroached upon it, must have been one of delight- 
iul retirement and beauty. There must have been various ad- 
ditions built to the house since its first erection. An ancient 
well close by bears date upon it 1628. Over one of the 
entrances to the garden is affixed 1635 : but the oldest date 
in connection with the house is over a back entrance, 1637. — 
The front and greater part of the building is of modern erection, 
and is said to have been planned by James Watt. It was 
here, however, that baronial hospitality spread the board ; and 
from, this place John Shaw, with about 200 of his tenantry, 
marched to the assistance of King Charles II. and fought with 
that prince at tbc battle of Worcester, 3d September 1651 . The 
banner which was carried on this occasion, was preserved till 
about 1790, and hung along with the Town flags in the Cofiee 



* The lamily ceased to reaide here in 1764, and now occupr (be noble m 
on of Ardgowin. 
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IUmhd : but Mnee this period was never Men. It was in coose- 
queace of the zeal of John Shaw that he was created a Baronet 
under the flag on the field of battle. Sir John was residing 
here in 1715, and os the Duke of Argyle's* arrival in Edin- 
burgh on the 14th September, be addressed a letter earnestly 
begging aasistaDce. " From which place and Cartgdyke he was 
reinforced with somewhat more than 100 men, accompanied by 
their minister, the Rev. Mr. Turner. These remained under the 
orders of his grace for BO days, doing duty dl that time the 
same as the regular troops. Besides the above, that were thus 
employed abroad, there were 60 men belonging to Greenock, 
and 26 to Cartsdyke, who kept watch every night, bringing all 
the boate from the sou^ side of the Clyde, to prevent tbe re- 
bels, especially Rob Roy and his thieves, from transpoiting 
themselves across, and plundering the adjacent country." Again 
in 1745, Sir John, who remuned in this place, was applied to, 
and in the open green close by the house he drilled the various 
tfades before they went on active duty. About this period the 
Eail of KilmaauK^ and Marquis at Tullibardine called upon 
him to Ask hb advice ; he earnestly implored them not to en- 
ter Bpon that enterprise, wtuch cost the one his life and made 
the other an exile for ever. It must appear obvious that dor- 
ing the unfortunate 1715 and 46, the men of Greenock were 
loyal to the house of Hanover ; and however we may admire the 
exalted devotion of the prince's army,-)- and also deplore tbe 
feadiil winding up of the tragedy, where so many noble victims 
were sacrificed ; yet there can be but one opinion as to the issue 

* Tha Dobe WW ■ frtqoant Tiiltw at OrMnock hmiM, uid wbea kis Grace 
inMDded to return, an Impron putj were leitt lo maa (be baifc 1^ fndiri' 
dual! thna Kiied " came Dotbing lasth," in axuaqneDoe of the great klndoen 
with wbichtbey were treated on tlieie oocaeions, in not only reeelTiDgaellTer 
Jaoobni or tiro, bnt a luppljt of tin good beverage on both tidee of tbe Qyde. 

f Tbe Dberaller'i ermy never vlaited Oreenock, in connqtMuce of war veeeele 
being moored at intervals ttmn alMOt tbe old Battery t« ^Mve Fort- GUegow. 
It le laid tliat alioat 18 or 34 came to epy the land, and reached aa far u Qdim 
Brae ; bnt en reeclviog the Are from the ibltw of war, returned immedialely 
to the bead-qoartan at Glaigow. 
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of a contest which secured to Britain its ciril and religiouB 
libnrty, and which raised this nation to its present greatneas. In 
the neighbourhood of this house. Sir John mustered the different 
trades to walk the fair for the protection of property ; which 
was often carried off by Rob Roy and his men, as well as other 
marauders. And though this exhibition latterly became a mere 
pageant, it was not abolished till 1822. 

The following Act of Parliament, granted in 1696 by King 
William, with the consent and advice of the Estates in Parlia* 
ment, to Sir John, the Lord of the Manor, will show its impor- 
tance : — " Grants to Sir John Shaw, bis airs and successors for 
ever, the right and priviledges of three fairs yearly to be held 
in the Town of Oieenock.*' And aft&c specifying the days in 
which these fairs should be held, there is the following conclud- 
ing clause : — " With the haill pririledges, profits, tolls, cus- 
toms, and casualties of the said fairs and mercats, with power 
to the stud Sir John Shaw and his foresaids, by themselves and 
others in their names, to cause proclaim oftd ryde the gaidfairt, 
tMd to make ruck orderi and direetvmtjbr the rit/ht govennkent 
thereof as they tee Jit, and to take, uplift, and dispose upon the 
said profits, tolls, customs and casualties of the same; with all 
confiscations and amerciaments arising by any thefls, ryots, 
bloods and battereis, that may happen to fall out thereat, and 
to do all other things competent in the like cases to be done, by 
any baring the right and privUedges of keeping free fairs and 
mercats within this kingdom." 

A very imperfect idea can now be formed of the beauty and 
extent of the baronial policy. Mr. Alexander Dmmmond, his 
Majesty's Consul at Tripoli, takes notice of this place, when 
speaking of Vabro in Italy ; — 

" Here the Count de Meici possesses a beautiful house, that 
stands upon the top of the bill, with fine terraced gardens slop- 
ing down to the river side, which yield a delicious prospect to 
the eye ; yet beautifol as this situation is, the house of Greenock 
would have been infinitely more noble, had it been, according 
to the original plan, above the terrace, with the street opening 
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down to the harimur : indeed, in that case, it would have been 
the most lordly site in Europe." 

From the bouse there was a fine row of trees, which led to a 
pleasant retreat at the top of the Whio Hill, containing many 
apartments; and it is well known that this hill was entirely 
covered with wood till 1782. Where Regent-street, &c. now 
stands, was also covered with wood till 1809 ; when this beaa- 
tiful ornament to the town also disappeared. The peculicu- ad- 
vantages which the inhabitants of the policy enjoy, in being 
exempted from town taxes, has made this fla»x, independent of 
its tine situation, much sought after. The name of this wood 
was popularly known as Lovie's Wood ; and here many a happy 
school-boy hour was spent, in the intervals between studying 
Horace, or some teazing Mathematical problem; yet here, amidst 
all the noisy glee of as rich a scene as can well be remembered 
— to use Gray's beautiful lines — 

'■ Alu I regRTdlea of Ihilr doom. 
The little nrcbim play ; 

No dnad hare they of ilia to oome. 
No oara beyond a day." 

Within the limits of the i>olicy, and on the terrace alluded to 
by Mr. Dmmmoad, it is intended to erect a monument, at once 
useful and ornamental, to the memory of James Watt, our illus- 
trious townsman. It is to be an elegant building, capable of 
containing the Greenock Uhrary, instituted in 1783, and con- 
Uining about 7000 volumes. In a hail, fitted up for the purpose, 
is to be placed a statue of Mr. Watt, executed in Chantry's 
happiest manner. The sum for the statue was raised by sub- 
scription, and amounts to £1700 ; and Mr. Watt of Soho intends 
to give the necessary sum for the erection of the building, 
amounting to about £3000. 

When the Library was first instituted, it was kept in Mr. Wil- 
son's school-room. Royal Closs,* who was first Librarian. It is 

* It ii a fact DDt generally kaowp, tbat the tiro goni at the prtocipal en- 
trance belonged to one of the Spanish Armada, which wae irrecked at Fen- 
oorea Cutla, and a namber from the aane Tuael are itla«ed aliaul the qunys. 
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4t present in a GommodiouB room above the Oreen Market. Hie 
Rev. John Dunn is at present ftbrarian. 

The new Coffee Room, at the comer of the Square, was com- 
menced in 1820, and finished the same year. The reasoD of 
this new erection was in consequence of a difference having arisen 
between a number of the subscribers and the proprietors of the 
Escliange Buildings. As the secession was almost immediate, 
or at least before the new room was built, the memt>ers were 
accommodated with a room in the White Hart Inn, then unlet. 
The expense of this erection amounted to nearly £2500 ; and cer- 
tainly there are few rooms more splendid, having a fine cupola, 
and otherwise finished in an elegant manner. This room, like 
the other, is well supplied with various papers, Sic, and is 
equally liberal in allowing privileges to all Htrangers, without 
introduction, for sis weeks. 

In 1810 the Jail, or Bridewell, was built. It is situated be- 
hind the Mid Parish Church, in a fine open space, enclosed with 
a wall ; and is built something in the style of an old castle, hav- 
ing two towers in front, with battlements at the top. This is 
the only place occupied as a prison for criminals ; and contains 
a debtor's apartment, besides a place where the criminals labour. 
Previous to its erection, the Jail, or Black Hole, was in front of 
the Town's House; but the first," durance vile" which was used 
in Greenock was a thatched house at the bottom of Broad CJosa, 
where the Jugs were hung in terrwem of offenders ; and another 
set (^ Jugs were hung for the scune laudable purpose at tlie West 
Quay-head, in a house called the Inspector's Land. The Keep, 
or, as it was called, massy-more of the Man«on-house, was after- 
wards used as a prison, and continued to be so till after the year 
17SS, when the Town Buildings were erected. 

In 1818, an extensive building was erected on the East Quay 
for the customs and excise, but known as the Customhouse. 
It is a great ornament to the town; and, from its situation, 
being on the centre of the quay, where the steam-boats arrive, 
is seen to much advantage by strangers either visiting or passing 
the port. It has a fine esplanade in front, from which there is 
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ft del^htfiil view of the oppodte coast. The itructure ia hand- 
some, having an elegant portico, ia the Orecian Doric order of 
architecture, supporting a pediment. It has also another frrait 
towards the south-east, which is the entraace to the excise de> 
partment. The rooniR are all elegantly fitted up, and the long 
room of the Custom House is about 76 feefby 42, and 26 high. 
The building cost altogether about £30,000. As immediately 
connected with this building, we subjoin the following list, wUch 
gives some idea of the progresuve rise of the trade of the Clyde 
in this particular department : — 

Accmmt of the Grou Receipt of the Cuitonu at the Fort of 
Gremoch, in the yean 1728 till 1826. 




.4^596 13 Si 



Aceount of ike number of Regiitered Feueb belonging to the 
Port of Greenock, (exehuive of the Creehg of Rotheun/, 
Oban, and Tobemurry, with their Tonnage and Men, fvr 
the yean ending Slrt Aecentier, 1826, till 1828. 

iVo, Tont. Mm. 

89,0Mf} ieS7 

ai,e9Hj 1861 
ao,»40u sow 

3lfi»H 8210 



• Tit dutia on Tobaeoo, Coffn, and Pepper, wer« coUtcted by the ExdM 
from Sth J11I7, 1819, till Sth April, IBSS, when *I1 the Import Dnties of Eicin 
wore traneferred to the Cuitonu. 
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Ac4immt oftkeNum&er and Tim»a0eofVe$Khe»^mlI*ward» 
and chared Outvaardt, to Foreign Part*, with Cargoes, in 
the gear ended &lh January, 1784, till 1829. 



Btitak. Foragtt, 



BHtM. Fanign. 



1784,- 


__— . 52 6569 


4 530 


63 7297 


3 580 


1789,- 


,. ,110 l8fi7S 


18 1802 


136 81489 


10 1891 


1791^ 


89 11807 


17 3357 


90 16953 


13 2506 






19 4404 
95 51S0 
10 2095 


123 20156 
155 31896 
127 85795 


























2*6153 
88 5385 


288 6116S 
819 47414 




1883^ 


168 89345 


25 6380 


188^~ 


1<W I'ffli' 


11 3054 


188 46857 


9 8699 
















el 6S29 
8 2380 






I8ST,. 


196 £3898 


193 514S0 


7 2260 


IB28| — ..— . .-.-803 5SS66 


J7 4744 


803 68896 


n 9444 


1829,-. 


SIO i2721 


13 3806 


211 68757 


10 8159 



Account of the Numberand Tonnage of VettelM ottered Inioardt 
from and cleared Oulwardi to Ireland, icith Cargoes^ in the 
year ended 6th January, 1784, till 1820. 



I764,_ 
1789,-- 



Vo. Tod*. 
..121 5285 
_191 11649 



MTWAkBri. 

134 5673 
180 7486 
165 11196 
281 13034 
168 18505 
173 ]40«r 
117 9184 
165 11912 
170 17711 
250 88750 



* At thh lime the AmerioBa Non-intcrcouria Decrtn n 
wcU u tliM* of litTtin and MUan. 
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Oppoute the CuBtomhouse, is on elegant caBt-iroa Corinthian 
Pillar, cast by Caird & Co., Founders, and lighted by (as, to 
facilitate the approach of vessels by night to our harbours. A 
little distance from this, on the right, a Camera Obscura has 
been fitted up ; and the profits arising from this exhibition are 
^ven to the Greenock Hospital. 

The Renfrewshire Bank occupies a substandal house, built in 
1811, on the line of Shaw-place. The time of its first establisb- 
ment was in 1802, and it then occupied the low flat of the house 
in Hamilton-street, opposite Tan-work Gloss. Like the Greenock 
Bank, its business i« very extensive, having various branch banks, 
ind^endent of its intercourse with all commercial districts. 

Though possesMng so large a population, no gas-work was 
established here till 1828. The building Is situated in the 
Glebe, and is a great ornament to the street. Notwithstanding 
of the strong prejudice* in having works of this kind in a popu- 
lous neighbourhood, frwn the o&nsive smell, no inconvenience 
has been felt on this score. It is but justice to an individual 
DOW in the dust, to state, that the first requisition, calling the in- 
habitants tt^ether, was tn his baud-writing ; and though othsrs 
finished the work, in a manner which must give satisfacdon to 
every one, both from the handsome structure, and, the purity of 
the gas produced, doing justice to that individual does not at all - 
detract from their merits. The profits arising from the consump- 
tion of gas is to aid the town's funds ; uid the public are well 
aware tiiat its necessities require every fair and legitimate means 
of doing so. From a statement published on the 26th June, 
1820, it appears that the total cost of works, &c., is £8731 99. 
— revenue, £2054 lis. 6d. ; which, after deducting outlays and 
interest, leaves a balance in favour of the town, £961 9s. 2d. 

The Flesh Market, which is situated in Market -street, was 
first built in 1764, and rebuilt in 1815. It contains 16 stalls, 

* Aa nn inBUnce !■ polot, ao oid lad; called to tha ndghbonrhoDiI of tfae 
gu-worli, abont lonr moDth* before ib oomptatlon i nod hiTlng looliBd out of 
the vrludaw, thsa open, ukad If tfaii inu tha fu-wark ? On being told it wm^ 
dia befgcd to hsTo the window that, m tiia (mall was trulj tK»Tibla . 
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and bas a mo>t coavenient alaughter-house behind. The first 
cow which was killed there was by James Bartlemore : it was 
paraded through the town dressed in ribbons, with the town- 
drum beating before it. The Fish Mai^et is situated at the Mid 
Quaj, is well fitted up, and convenient for this purpose.* The 
Butter Market, or, as it is called, the Green Market, is imme- 
diately under the library, at the east end of Market-street, and 
is but partially used for this purpose. Greenock possesses no 
regular Meal Market, &c., but did so many years ago. The 
first situatkm was foot of Tan-work Closs, and afterwards at the 
head of Watson's-lane. 

The Post-office has never possessed any building entirely for 
itself; and consequently, the frequent movements from one place 
to another have been at the sug^stion of the post-master of the 
day. It has at last settled in the opening at the head of Cross 
Shore-street, named Watt Place. The revenue lirom this estab- 
lishment in 1707 was £2600, and in 1828 the sum of £4183 was 
collected. 

Independent of the pubUc buildings belonging to the town, or 
those which have beea raised by subscription, there arc other 
places, the property of private individuals, which ought not to 
be omitted. The White Hart, a large and commodious inn, 
^tuated neartheSquaie, was built about 1770; but lately it was 
raised upon, and otherwise much improved : this house contains 
sitting-rooms and 17 bed-rooms. The Gardeners' Hall is situ- 
ated in Manse-lane ; the Buck's Head Inn, and Mason Lodge, 
in Hamilton -street ; and the George Inn at the East Breast. 

About 1740. a Bridge was thrown across the stream which 
joins the sea near Mr, Scott's building-yard, and is known by 
the name of Fmnart Burn. This was the first erection of the 
kind in the neighbonrhood. Latterly two other Bridges were 
built across the same water, and have all been improved and en- 

■ It Ii worth DotldDg that thigQDipUnMd at theeztramltlia of Ihlibulld- 
ioft ite protecting th« eomen fnin injnrr hj eairikgH pantng, b^oaged to 
the Adi«ntare diaeofarr ibip, when aader the eoDumuid of the celebrated cir- 
tumDavigator, Captain Cook. 
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larged rince tiuat firat erection. About fifty years ago there 
was no Bridg;e at the east of the town ; the substitute fiv thi» 
was the old rudder of a vessel, which continued till the erec- 
tion of ling Bum Bridge, (not Delias; Bom) ; and in 1777 the 
Bridge near to Mr. Moecrip's chardi was erected. 

About seventy years ago the roads were wretched, and a 
Marshal Wade was much wanted, to procure the Messing of a 
good pathway to the unshod travellers. The road to Oouroek, 
for instance, was by the shoie-side ; and if strong gales pro- 
duced a high tide, an embargo was laid upon all tcaveUers, tiH 
the weather moderated, and the joint influences of Boreas vad 
Neptune permitted a free paasage. The dates are v^^ue and 
UBoeitain, as to the period when the various roads were com- 
menced and finished ; and we believe few are anxious to ascertun 
the point, aedng that the task has been accomplished in a manner 
which ensnres ctHnfbrt, as well as pleasant imd easy travelling. 

The first battery that was raised for protecting the town was 
in 1763. It was of rudt architecture, and got up hurriedly, in 
consequence of various reports of armed vessels having been 
seen approaching the Clyde ; it mounted twelve 24 pounders, and 
WES utuated near the Ropework Quay. Oa,ti>e bieaki^ out 
of the war between Great Britain and the Americao colonies, 
in 1776, Lord Frederick Campbell,* witii the 'Western Fencibles, 
were ordered to Greenock, and in a short time made vuisus nd- 
ditions to the fort. The loyalty of the town at tiiis period wa« 
aroused to a very high degree ; every man stood forward in con- 
demning the rebellion : and Mr. Thomas Moore, the accon- 
plished poet, in his late travels, proved from facts which have 
never been ccmtradicted, that self-interest on the part of nuHiy 
of the colonists, and French jealousy, were the means of wrest- 
. ing this growing state from the sceptre and authority of Oreat 
Britain. The fertile valleys of France soon felt the feufal retri- 

* Tha fint pablis iianac ever ginn in Grsmwek, at tba lovrn'i (speose, 
mt to Lord Fredarick CunpMl ud bii aactn, bit tbtir ladiutrj In pnttinE 
tlw town In A atatB at detsDu, and fst tha coDdiMt of tbe Htldlen in tlnlr !■- 
wMt the inbabitaDti. 
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bution ; for when La Fayette and fab soldiers returned, the word 
Liberty was fresh upon their lips, and the tyranny of Louis and 
his nobles was queoched in an ocean of blood. Britain, nnder 
the guidance of ProTidenee, lias reusted every effort of her foes, 
and stood the fiery ordeal almost single-handed, till her greatest 
enemy perished on the bleak island of St. Helena, while her 
shores have never been traced by the foot of a foreign enemy. 
We have afaready stud that, on the breaking out of the American 
war in 1776, the people of Greenock rallied fcuthfully around 
their Sovereign ; and, in proof of this, the fdlowing placards 
were posted on the comers of our streets, from the two great 
bodies which then composed the most important part of the 
pc^aladoB : — 

" Gretnoei, S3d January, ITtS. 
" Stindrr Merdbanti Id Gmoock, bting dalToai to promole tbs manning 
of his Mijcaly'i Nary with ible MamsD, haTiag ralHil by mibMTEptfoa a nam 
of monc) for that purpose, do benbf otfei a Rewari of One Gutnea, otbt and 
abovq bli Ma]nt;'i Bountf, to Mch of tlia ftst Slit; abla SeamcD belongmg 
to the loiTDt of Gremoek, C^wfordtdyke, Gourock, and InTcrbipp, not above 
Fifty nor nnder Eighteen years of age, nho ihall Tolnntarily enter to aerve in 
hla Majesty's Navy with Llenlenant Henry Conatobadie, or tbe Commanding 
Offleer in- GrecDoak fo; the time, betwixt and the twenty-ninth day of Feb- 
niary next; ^hep^i^by Joaapb Tudcer, Henhantio Greenock, upon aCei^ 
tificata from tbe aatd Lieatenant Conatobadie, or the Commanding OffliMr for 
the time." ^'. ' ■ 

•• Tbe Buu Herring Fishing Society of Greenock, iraprcMed with a juat 
abborrenee of the nnnatoral Reballlsn In America, tending to the aubTanlon 
of the preaent bappy eetabliibment, under tbe wlaeetand most moderate Go- 
vernment, do therefore offer One Guinea of Bounty, over and above his Ma- 
jcety'a royal Bounty, to tbe first Hundred able Seamen, irhoeball betwiit and 
the Hnt day of March next, enter under Lleuteuant Henry Conatobadie, o[ 
his Majesty's Navy, now at Greenock, from whom proper Certificatea most be 
procured and lodged with Mr. Jamea Taylor, ^Merchant in Greenock, who will 
order Immediate payment of the Society's Boaoty." 

The tow)i also gave a bounty ; and, in a short time, a num- 
ber of enterprising and excellent seamen were added to the 
navy. 
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When the gallwit tuid humane FreDchman, M. Thiirot, en- 
tend the channel with hia squ^ron, a universftl alum was 
^veo, not only to QreeBock but to the surrounding oouatry. 
And thif received a great impuW Irom the fact of hia having 
captured a vessel off the cntig of Allsa. It was »t this period 
UiKt a teniporu? &rt was erected contftiniBg twelve 24-pouud«i, 
and, in addition to this, Inves fleld-fMccea were ntatioiMd ftloiig 
the road leading to the fort, and on the Rapewoik qaay. It 
WW not, however, till after the breaking out of the revohitionBry 
war that (hia place underwent a complete change, and Fort 
Jexvia, with its magasiaea, &c. »aa coHpleted in 1797. Priw to 
tbis, and in 1795, Roger Stewart, Baq., who took a deep interest 
in the town, wrote Lord Adam Gordon concerning the state of 
the battery, and to have it properly provided ; and the follow- 
ing answer will show the manner in which these places of de- 
fence were kept up, as also tbe s^ntlnients of goverDOKUt on 
tJiis interestieg sutgect: — 

'■ JlAts, Edmbursh, S^l^ Hay, 179b. 
" Sib— When bMtctla were ereotod tor tbe prat«cU(ia of Uia dt&THit lowu 
on Ibe coMt of ScoUaod, ■ mle wu est^llifaad, Uut tk« jnui^ ■hot, and nnaU 
«twe>, abould be furiiUbed by tbe Urdnaoce ; and tbe iwvder, aod Iha expMN 
of pladiv the ^tforau far tba torn, sbauld be defrayed by the Inbabituit* of 
tbe towjM. A* tbli role Ii itUI ta be adhered to^ 1 am now to deaire (bat ;on 
will report to me the quantity of shot and hiubII store yon now ban for the 
QM of ytna Battery, irhich I (ball tranamit to tbe Board of Ordnance, tbat 
wbatsver h wanting nay be eupplted by them, You will also bo pleased to 
rqiort t« me the nniober and lize of youi guoe ; the qoantltf of gunpowder 
■ov ia your piiee ei don ; with the Mate and -Boadttion of the gons, carriages, 
flalfonn, aad atoreboaaea ; tbat whaUrer artfolea are wanting may be pro- 
vided, aad repaln ordered wbov necesaary, that your Battery may be pat In 
a pn^wr stale « f detanoe. 

" I haTe the honour to b<^ 
"Bi«, 
" YoQT most obedient humble Serraot, 

" AD. GORDON, General. 
■' Chief Magiatrate, Greenock." 

When Tfaurot's little aquadroD was captHved, which gave so 
much alarm to GreeMM^, tbe guns were fired, as a signal for 
r^oicing; but during the hours of merriment a gun unfwts- 
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nately burst, which killed two men ; aad a piece of the shattered 
ordnance, weighing about 24 pounds, flew over the Ropework, 
and sunk in the Glebe, three feet deep. This fort continued, till 
about 1808, bristling; its loud-mouthed canuon towards'the wave, 
but was dismantled in 1809 ; and in 1812 the fort, about two 
miles from the town, was erected. What gave rise to this erec- 
tion, was Uie audacity of some American cruizera* coming far 
up the channel, and the fact of a number of merchant vessels 
having been captured two days after leaving the port. 

This fort was dismantled in 1820, in consequence of the dis' 
turbed state of the country, by an order received Ax>m Govern- 
ment to the Lord of the Manor. The guns now lying in Dum- 
barton Castle, with all their mountjng, and the ammunition, 
were also transported to the same place. 

Few places, during the war, evinced more loyalty to Govern- 
ment than Greenock ; Volunteers were raised ; the Mass Regi- 
ment formed; and, in addition to this, the Artillery and Rifle 
Corps were established. A very large subscription was procured 
to tud the Government in prosecuting the war ; and the follow- 
ing subscription to assist the country in establishing a military 
force was entered into. As it may be curious, as a document, 
the names are given, with their amount. 

" Wb, Subscribers, hereby promise to pay to the Collector of 
the Land Tax of the County of Renfrew, the sums annexed to 
our respective Subscriptions, for the purpose of establishing a 
Military Force for the Internal Defence and Security of the 
County of Renfrew, as fixed by the Minutes of a Meeting of the 



* WliiD M'K r wai tried for alittraiitiiig tnoDey from a certain loiter, 

when ho vnB tn tho Po«|.office, an iDdiridiwI, who conld have boon ■ mato- 
rial witDOM, look ■ trip t« the laod of liberty ; he there met a number of 
yooDg m«n, at a coDvlvIal parly, who were iond in condeiiiDlng tblo country 
and ita Inttitations. The enraced man r«e from bii uat, and told them, 
they were unlike Scolcbmeo, to rail at the land which gare Ibem birth : 
"but, to be plain," added be, " none of you dare return, ezoept nyadf." 
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landed ProprietorB, held at Renfrew, the Tweattetfa day of 
June, Seventeen Hundred and Ninety-fouc." 



»*'*—"■ '"""Us 10 

TowD of Grwmock, ) 

R(«aT SUirart, fat Self, 10 10 

G*krid L»m. 6 5 

Junra Gemnwll.— — —- 10 10 

Hagh Crawford, S 5 

Johp Donlop, ».— .» 6 6 

WriwRHthl.,.-^ 5 a 

Hugh Mood]', S A 

ArchilHad Campbtll, fi 5 

Bobert SUiurl, .-.— — — 6 6 

Andrew AndtnttHf^^^^^^fff* 5 5 

William FulUrtou, 5 5 

Al« 



adar Danlop,» 



James Bell, — 



Jamn Leilvb, ttnlor,— .— . 
San on M' Nangh l|-.».— . 

Gabrhl Wood, 

IlaKeTSt«nBrt,fbrHaglil 



Crawfard, KilbUae, - ) 
Andrew Andcnon, for 1 

GsTia Fallarton, — _ J 

Andrew Hill, 

Ocorg« Roberiwn, -.—__— 

Jamoi SeoH,-.— — ... 

Jama* A ndtaoB, — , i — 

JolMi Wrlflit, » 

ban. B«gl<^;— »-B 
John Forboi,— — —. 
Tbomai M'Cuon,-. 
Jobn aroW. —— .-. 



Donald M'Lacliluir— 
Alenndar Wood..—.. 
Colin Mcnii«,_— - 
Barrow & Ijiwwn,— 
John BaD]Utou,~.~ 




Junra Wood^ 



Thomai Ramwri-— — — ^ 

I Alexander Crawford,..-. — .. 2 

I Dng. FcrgnsoD, for ■elf] 

and iBtbiir, .„__ J 

Jamea & JdIid fianldDM~- 5 

JameaEwingiJuiiinr, 1 

I Bobt. Lae, Jon. fiir mIT, 1 
aod Robert Lm, Mm. J 

William Graham, S 

William Robertson,-— „ 1 

I John M'Cnnn...- i— — . S 

, Archibald Stewart,— ....... 2 

WilMun Scott..,;-—— a 

Jamei Apdenon,.-..im ■ S 

AlexaBjer M' Arthur, -»• 2 

Walter Rn^h-n.^,, ,,,^ 2 

DaTidWilliamaoo, 1 

Robert T*"g. 5 



.770 Jamea Bi 



Hugh Crawford, Janior^ni.. 1 

John M'Keehnle, 1 

A. & J. Roberteon & Co.,- 5 

Archibald "'inn 1 

Fraacia Garden, _»___-» 5 



5 & Robert SHocUIr,- 



3 5 Jamn Frasec,— 



1 1 Gaorge E«r & Ca.,~. 
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SobertCUdiraU,.; 

John Holmw, — -— 
DuQcan Campbell, — » 
Ninian Sp«ocC|—- . — — 
Robert LIndaay, ■— — .. 
Junta Park,,— — ._— 
Archibald Flceminc..^ 
Grvbam M' FstUdc, « 
JuDB HaIc<riiB,.»« 
DuDcan M'Ka]ljuv-«WH« 

a Campbtll, -^.^ 

Alexander Tail, — .— . 
Jame* Hunter, —....— 

Robert M'Fle, 

John JohPrton,.— — .— 



S Brown & Co. •rSallooate 1 

1 Rope-work, (" * 

1 Nell CaiapMI, 5 & 

5 Lewie '^-'"t, 5 5 

1 Jamei Nobis, —____ I I 

1 Robert M'CDDech;, 1 1 

5 John & WilUam Brownlle, 2 B 

1 Alexander Danlop, for 1 

5 Jamei Knox,— — _ ) 

1 Campbell, I^ & Co., 5 & 

I NsthMlWilMn 

1 John & William Adam,. 

1 J. M'Don 



. 8 12 6 




Total, £378 10 



Oa recdvii^ this Subscription, Mr. M'Dowall, M. P., wrote 
OS follows : — " The town of Greenock has been held ont as re- 
markable for assisting the countiy, with much liberality, inde- 
pendent of their own Volunteo^.*' 

Hie raiwng pftl^e men, when " Mother Casey"* paraded the 
street in a boat, seemingly rowed by many who are still alive, 
shewed the active spirit irtiich prevailed ; and when the alarm 
was given, in consequence of a Dutch fiigate, which Captain 
Crawford steered into the Clyde, having reached the Tail of the 
Bank, evei^ man was ready to " seek the bubble reputation in 
the cannon's mouth." But the most conspicuous instance was in 
the well-known " Battle of Armady" when an alarm had been 
given, that some French frigates were coming up to bum the 
town ; and the whole of o«r forces, coosidthig of the Volunteers, 
&c., were shipped on board afingate, and the private ships, Nep- 
tune, St. Andrew, and Mercury. The willingness to encounter the 
enemy, on this occasion, was beyond all praise ; and Government 
felt and acknowledged thdr alacrity. The public rejoidngs, when 



* Five bnadred men irero raised b; this n 
me of the " Clyde Marine Volnntetra-' 



na, and were knoim by the 
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any great battle waa fought, were also a proof of how ieefij 
the inhabitants felt for the glory of our country. The illumina- 
tion for the battle of Trafalgar, which closed the gloriona and 
eventful life of the gallant Kelson, was aa universal as the event 
called for. It b a fact, not generally known, that it was in the 
arms of a Greenock seaman (a seaman who had been in almost 
all his victories) that this hero was conveyed to the cock'^nt, 
after receiving his death-wound on the quarter-deck of the Vic- 
tory. This noble fellow presented hitaaaelf to an audience at the 
Theatre, a few months after the battle, antt stated the fact to 
the audience, as an apology for his calling the orchestra to play 
up " Rule Britannia." A similar scene occurred at Covent- 
Garden Theatre about the same time, only with a greater variety 
of interesting incidents. 

The loyalty of Greenock was never questioned, till the un- 
fortunate 8th of April, 1820 ; and, fhen, through misrepresen- 
tations, the " fair name" which existed for a century, was at- 
tempted to be sullied. In Blackwood's Magaziu^, Vol. vii. p. 
81, are the following remarks : — " In at least three places, the 
King's standard is assaulted by rebels, prepared for a r^ular 
campaign. We write on 19th April, 1820, and allude to Bonny- 
muir, Greenock, and Huddersfield." To say the least, this is 
a false and most gratuitous assertion. An event occurred here 
at that period, which had a most unfortanate result ; but how 
did it occur ? Ou the day in question, the Port-G!a^ow Vo- 
lunteers, who had been doing duty in Paisley during the reign 
of Radicalism, were returning to thcdr homes, and were entrusted 
mth three poor fellows, who were placed in a cart, to escort to 
Greenock Jail. This was known fi:om an early period of the 
day, and crowds of tradesmen assembled in the street. About 
two o'clock the party entered the town ; and, in place of shew- 
ing sympathy to the individuals under their charge, they came 
wiUi a drum and fife, playing martial tunes. This certainly 
excited the indignation of the crowd, and it is to be lamented 
that stones were thrown at the military. This increased, and 
more particularly on their leaving town ; when, without reading 
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tbe lUot Act ; without the orders of any M^strate ; and also 
against tbe orders of Mr. C— ^ — U, their commanding officer, 
they fired into the midst of the crowd at different periods, dll 
many lives were lost, and a number of individuals severely 
wounded. On this occasion, a miller, always esteemed a quiet 
individual, with a boy of about 12 years of age, behaved with 
bravery. They followed tbe soldiers to the BotUe-work, and 
when they observed any musket levelled, always attacked tbe 
individuals, to ii\jure their aim, or otherwise intimidate them. 
Though frequently fired at, they escaped unhurt, and returned 
to Uietown t<^;ether, recounting their exploits. The miller was 
obliged to escape, in consequence to America.* Some have at- 
tempted to question the loyalty of the town from the resistance 
made to tbe Impress Service ; and it is well known that various 
mobs have arisen against those employed in this unpleasant duty. 
The earliest on record is known by the name of " Gentles' 
Mob," when lieutenant Gentles was attacked, and took refuge 
in the Guard-house, foot of Cowgate ; and the boat in which he 
came on shore was dragged up to the same place, and broken to 
pieces. Other serious riots occurred, but no lives were lost. 
To c:ill in question the feelings of a community on this score, 
amounts to nonsense. The Impress Service is one of cruelty, 
and cannot fail to excite the feelings in an extraordinary d^ree. 
Are men to be dr^;ged away from the bosom of their families, 
and from their homes, without exciting the sympathy of those 
around them t Is a system of kidnapping, which we have con- 
demned and abolished on the shores of Africa, to be practised 
in Britain, the land of boasted liberty t It is the legislature who 
can answer the question ; and among tbe last acts of the bene- 
volent Qu in tin Leitch, was a series of resolutions, recommending 
the legislature to adopt other measures, and which were read, 
along with other remarks, at a Meeting in the Town-hall, three 
yeais ago, on this important subject. 

■ On tbe Mine evening, the excited feeling* of tbe crowd prompted tbem to 
break optn the JHll and liberate the priuncra. 
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The readezvouB v/aa kept at the Tar Pots for a Bhort period, 
and waa usually at the West Quay, fitotn the window of which 
the British Union was always hung out. 

Although the men of Greenock were always at thdr post at 
the hoar of alarm, yet their courage was often wrought up un- 
necessarily to the " sticking point," through the watery of a 
few who had indulged in the Becond bowl aflcr dinner. The 
" man with the horn," on horseback, blowing through the town, 
and depositing his large packets at the Post>office, was an in- 
stance of this kind. Simitar was the nustake of a Jamaica 
fleet for a French squadron, and which was ooutradicted by Mr. 
Scott giving the true state of the case. Anecdotes of this kind 
might be multiplied ; but as many of them relate to individuals 
still alive, or to those whose relations are amongst us, we avrnd 
mentioning them, lest the motive might be misunderstood, and 
pun given, where every care in this compilalicHi has been taken 
to avoid this, either on private or public grbunds. It is much 
better to be accused of withholding a little information, when 
the giving it is of no great importance, and might only revive, in 
the breasts of some, feelings and emodons, whicii are viewed dif- 
ferently in the hey-day of youth tirom what they are in old age. 

Having noticed our principal public buildings, it may be pro- 
per to enter at some length into the rapid rise of a town, which 
has become, in so short a period, to be possessed of so many. 
From the smallest beginnings, the mightiest cities on earth have 
entirely sprung ; a time was when the surface of the globe con- 
tained but one dwelling ; when Babylon, with its extensive walls, 
and imperial Rome, with its palaces, showed no vestige of their 
future greatness. Greenock, about 200 years ago, had no symp- 
toms of ever having possessed any thing more than the straggling 
hut on ihe mai^n of the Clyde, or a few fishing-boats om the 
bosom of its sunny bay. It never was the seat of any royal re- 
sidence ; it has had no parliamentary influence in sending a 
member to parliament; and though Pennant says, " that Som- 
merled. Thane of Argyle, raised a bancHtti in Ireland, which was 
lauded at the Bay of St. Lawrence, to oppose Canmore, King of 
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Scotland," we are not aware that here any mighty couflict ever 
occurred. 

In 1636, we have already Bald, the first feu was ever granted ; 
and it must have " progressed very slowly," (as Jonathan says,) 
for in the year 1706 Greenock and Crawfordsdyke did not con- 
tain 1000 inhabitants. Craw ford sdyke, at this period, was of 
more importance — it contained a pier, which this town could 
not boast of : from this village part of the unfortunate expedi- 
tion to thelsthmns of Darien, in 1697, was fitted up. In con- 
nection with Cartsdyke, we may also state : — A little above the 
house of Cartttium stood a cottage, that gave birth to the cele- 
brated 'donor of the equestrian statute of King William to the 
City of Glasgow, James M'Rae, who was long herd to the tenant 
of Hill-end, the great grandfather of the late H.Crawford. Tra- 
dition says, that M'Rae ofi'ered to place the statue in Cartsdyke ; 
but the then laird of Cartsbum (a very godly man) rejected it, 
wishing, in preference, that the infinence of Mr. M'Rae might 
be exercised to have Cartsdyke made a parish. lliiB Mr. 
M'Rae became theaucestorof the femilies of Glencairn, Orange- 
field, Houston, and Don. He lies interred in the churchyard of 
Monkton. 

Some idea may be formed of how cheaply the African Com- 
pany, &c., held our town ; for they do not even mention it in 
the following correspondence : — 

" At tha CooTt of Directors of tfas Company of Scotland tradlog; to 
Africa and the India, holden at Edlnborgb, tha 12tb da]' of March, 
1697, npon a Motion than mads for directEoni hair to condada with 
tba aareral IVoprlaton eoucenwd in the Bay of Ardmore, for the 
Campaoy'R iatandad Salt Works, 

RMolred, That Mr. WUliam Donlop, with tha adTloa and aiditaooe of Sir 
John Shaw, or any otlier of tha DirMtora at Glaifaw, be heralty empoirend 
to conclude with the Herltora and Proprietors of the asid Bay of Ardmore, 
and to tahe either a Faa or Tack of the next adjacent Lands and Yaire, equal 
M • perpetual riflM, at tha praaent yearly rent. And If tba present Mr. Wil- 
liam Dnnlt^ canoet acres on leaaonabie term* with tha aaid Praprleton, to 
acrea wither John Shaw for hU Bay, ftc Ordered, That the said Mr.Wll- 
liate Daiilopdo,at tha Mune tine, with adTkcaforenidiafTee with auehPro- 
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pricton or Coal* in tiMu parti, M will gire the moat reasoDible conditioni to ihe 
Compaof feraoch quantities thereof u the CompaDy ihall bare occaiioD for." 
[Extracted by Order of the said Conrt.] 

" Edinlatrgh, SSth Monk, 1697. 
" RcYEaaKD Sia— The Directors are now of the belief, that it is Ibe Com- 
pany'i Interest to haie m their hands all the Lsnda which tbs Heritors can 
preleod to be any manner of way damaified by the Company'a Works ; tinea 
probably they can always have it tenanted to better advantsje than tiie present 
yearly rent. Kr John Shaw would hare you bring every thing to a readinesa 
for sifniog upon the Qth or 10th day of next mouth, at which time he reaolTea 
poiltiTety to meet you at Glasgow, and questions not but he noold help to 
bring all those gentlemen to reasonable terms. 

" I am, KcTerend Sir, 

■■ Your most homble Semint." 

" BiSniniTgh, mh March, 1697. 
*■ HiViatMn Si a — Yon may remeoiber, that the naming of Sir John Shaw's 
Bay In the Order of Court wai put in by Sir John Sbaw's own direction, for 
a blind to the rest. In order to get the better bargain. I could wiih I waa to 
act your part In this matter; lor Mr. Crogg told me, and aome few others, 
tbat Sir John's Bay was « very little thing, luid excellent ground, fit for the 
work, and wished the Company would fall upon a way to hedge it from him 
hsndiomely. He waa once resolred to haveapoke of it to Sir John openly be- 
fore tbe Directors ; but, upon second thoughts, considered Sir John as a man 
that laved bis interest, and, being master of money, would not part nadUy 
with a thing on easy terms, if once he was possessed of an opinion of its good- 
ness. So that, were I in your place, be should get leave to be in jest, bat I 
would be in earnest for tbe Company ; and when I had completed bis jest, 
would laugb at bim, and tell him I bad bitten the biter. This I communi- 
cated to Sir Francis Scott, Sir Patrick Scott, Newton Drummond, and Air. 
Robert Blackwood, only, who were all mightily pleased with tbe thoughts of 
It; the three former of whom went out of town this week. So tbis 1 thought 
lit to let you know, to the end you may act as yon please. 
" J am. Reverend Sir, 

" Your most bithful hunbla Servant." 

Greenock, about this period, consisted of a row of houses, 
which commenced about East Quay Ijme, and terminated at 
Rue-end, (a corruption of Row-end). A wide space intervened, 
and another row of houses commenced about Bell-entry, with 
their gables towards the shore, and terminated near the Old, or 
West Church. A specimen of tiie appearance of these houses 
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may still be seen, nearly opposite to Mr. Garice's Luid, West 
Quay-head, which bears date, above the door-way, 1667< In- 
dependent of these, a range of houses stretched up the Vennel, 
and little groups occupied the space between the head and foot 
of Taylor's Closs and Bum-Btreet westward ; and a number of 
thatched bouses were scattered about various parts of the town. 
The first slated house that ever was built iu Greenock was about 
1712, aud was the property of a Bulie Butcher. It was situated 
at the comer of the lane leading from the foot of Highland Closs 
to the East Harbour. In 1716 there were only four houses covered 
with slate, one of which has been already noticed as at the cor- 
ner of Cross Shore-street. About eighty years ago, it was occu- 
lted by one M'Grigor, and was the principal, perhaps the only, 
inn in town. The sun-dial, for ascertaining the hour of the day, 
yet retains its place in the western comer ; and the windows, 
despite of school-boys and careless maids, are surprisingly en- 
tire, and still fonn a faithful, though brittle record, of the love 
effusions of its wayfaring inhabitants. Who can doubt that, ia 
pha belle en SmirdeaKx ett MademoixtU Selfont, or that Miss 

S y S h, or Miss N y B d of Irvine, and several 

others, whose names are there inscribed with the keen point of 
the diamond, were thought by their respective admirers the fair- 
est of created beings ? Their great grand -daughters, the toasts 
of the present day, will not take offence at the publication of 
these fondly cherished recollections, nor fastidiously dispute the 
line of propinquity which may recognize them as the representa- 
tives of the reigning beauties of 1749. 

Opposite to the inn, and near the foot of. the Broad Closs, 
■tood the Prison — an ill-looking thatched house of one storey, 
and consequently of one apartment. This was one of the places 
in which Jugs were displayed. In a word, the apace described 
was the nucleus of the town of Greenock, Shaw-street being then 
the Bigk-street of the town. 

In the space betwixt the foot of Cross Sbore-street and the 
foot of Broad Closs, was the andent Market Cross of Greenock. 
The nsnal places of resort for coal vessels, and other small craft 
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bringu^ supplies to tbe town, was in the space occupied by the 
Tar Pots ; hence the present Cross Sborc'Street — so named on 
account of its proidmity at once to the shore and the cross. Hie 
cross was formed in the pavement, most probably by delineating 
the cardinal points of the compass within a circle, as appears at 
present In the Square ; at all events, it bore the figures 1069, 
formed of white pebbles. 

About 1766 the population reached 3600, and from this period 
increased r^udly. In consequence of this, baildings made their 
^peafance in all directions, but more particnlarly in the new 
street which was opened from Rue-end to the Square. The first 
house built in this street was on the site of Mr. Brownlie's new 
land ; tmd the first built in Hamilton- street was at the foot of 
Watson' S'lane, and comer of the Venirtt. At the period of open- 
ing these streets, and long after, they had no names. The first 
land in the latter was built t>y a tailor, and the second by a smith. 
like Tarn O'Shanter and Sout«r Johnny, they were like " very 
brithers," 

" Aai tad hera Cm Ar dsjs dMijUMr." 

In thdr cups, the name of the street was often brought above 
board : the tailor insbted it should be called Needle-street, and 
the smitik Hammer-street, lyings remained thus in ilatH quo 
till the 8th August, 1776, when the Mt^;istrates and Council, 
having met, varions leprraentations were made regarding the 
streets having no names : Dalrymple-street being then known as 
the High-street ; the Vennel as the Vennel ; Cross Shore-street 
as Cross Shore-street ; East Quay-lane as the lane leading to 
Sir John's Barge; and all the others. New-street, Nos. 1, 8, 
and 3. It was therefore ordered, tiiat the Laigh-street from 
Row-end he called " Dalrymple-street ;'* from Row-end to Sqnare, 
" Cathcart- street ;" from Square westward, " Hamilton -street ;" 
Square to Mid Quay, " William -street ;" from Poultry Market, 
&c., westward, " Mercate-street ;" and irom Laigh-street to 
Vennel, " Charles-street." At tfab period no other places had 
names. To trace the opening of streets in other directions, would 
be absolutely supeiflnoas, as this is m the remembrance of almost 
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all. Where tix town statidB was fonnerljr gardau, or oomed 
with wood ; and in the neighbourhood of what is known m 
" Lover's Lane," but a few years ago, aome beautiinl trees stood. 
Near to tbe Slaughter-houae, and all along Tobago-street, were 
trees and rich gardens, in tbe garden about the foot of Ann- 
street, a fflngular anecdote is told of the nightingale, a bird 
which has almost never been known to oome farther north than 
Lancashire ; yet it would appear to have been, for a time, a noc- 
turnal visitant in this quarter. The authenticity of the follow- 
ing (xnnmunication on the subject can be depended upon : — 

" Betwixt forty and fifty years ago, and for many subsequent 
ones, the space of ground bounded on the Cowgate by the east, 
the Vennel on the north, the foot of and approach to Ann-street, 
&c., on the south and west, and which now forma the east end 
of Tobago-abvet, the whole of Buccleugh-street, and is, besides, 
the site of several stately tenements of land, wrights' shops, &c., 
was a large and elegant garden, belonging to and possessed by 
the deceased Mr. James Scott, some of whose descendants, I be.< 

lieve, still reside in Oreenock." " My parents," continues 

the writer, " who are now also deceased, occupied a house in 
the immediate vidnity of Mr. Scott's garden ; and I have been 
assured, a thousand times I dare say, by them both, that anight- 
ingale, at Itaat a bird that sung by night, viuted the garden 
about the period above-mentioned, for two consecutive summers, 
to the great entertainment of the neighbours, and indeed of the 
m^orpartof our worthy town's folk, who used to assemble in 
crowds about ten o'clock at night, and continue delightedly lis- 
tening to the warbling stranger until the rising of the sun, which 
had invariably the effect of renderii^; him mute." 

The fact, as now stated, is highly interesting, as if^ards the 
natural history of this singular bird. We have no feathered 
warbler that sings by night, except itself; although it is per- 
fectiy certain, that, in the neighbouriiood of the Carron Works, 
muuc has been heard from the at^oining grove ; the birds mis- 
taking the blaze of light for that of the rising sun. 

After what has been mentioned of the almost talismanic bj>- 
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pearance of thi> populous town, it muat convince every one, 
that, however rich it may be in its resources, however extensive 
in its manufactures, that it is indeed but a few. years since any 
importance could be attached to it. Washington Irving has 
given a most ingenious account of lUp Van Wnkle's sleep among 
(he Kaatskill mounttuns, for a period of twenty years ; and 
by this means has brought to view the changes of a most impor- 
tant period of American history. Let us, therefore, snppose 
some honest Greenockian to have indulged in a similar nap; 
and, on retracing his various scenes of infancy, &c., would he 
not, like lUp, be apt to say, " This is not me — this is not my 
town :" but, pointing siguificantly to Oourock or Port-Glasgow, 
" that's it yonder?" 

The principal streets are those already mentioned ; and 
though the town has rather an irregular appearance, it contains 
many escellent buildings. It is evidentiy stretching towards the 
west ; and many places, which were considered quite retired and 
in the country, form part of streets. Those streets which have 
been planned lately are spacious, and forming I'apidly. Anum- 
ber of beautiful villas are scattered from east to west, and give 
the strwig» a highly favourable idea of the wealth, as well as 
the taste, of the inhabitants. The population in 1791 had arisen 
to la.OOO; in 1801, it had increased to 1B,400; in 1811, to 
20,580 ; in 1821, to 23,600 ; and in the present year it amounts 
to about 27,000, including seamen, which must always be con- 
sidered as forming an efficient part of the population of any sea- 
port town. The increase of population is the most accurate 
means of ascertaining the extension or improvement of a town ; 
and, judging by this, Greenock cannot be said to be falling off. 
One branch of its commerce may be depressed, or another may 
be influenced by changes or circumstances : but when a gradual 
rise takes place in tiie number of its inhabitants, sometiiing mast 
be the cause ; and Uiat must be, more or less, a degree of pros- 
perity. 

We now turn to the Quays — that one thing, above all others, 
which has made Greenock the important spot it is ; and it is from 
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this alone that abe can date, not only her origiD, but also 
her gradual improvement. The bay of Greenock is called 
in the document, at page 56, " Sir John's Little Bay ;" and 
at the time this was penned, namely, in 1697, the site of 
our spadous harbours was a fine sandy shore, washed by the 
waves. In 169C and 1700, Sir John made application to the 
Scottish Parliament, for public aid to build a harbour at Green- 
ock ; but bbth his appticatioaa were nnsuccessAil. Though thus 
frustrated, the measure was of too much importance to be over- 
looked. At this time the oaly pier, or landing-place, was at 
Sir John's Quay, where his barge was stationed, and was of less 
importance than the pier at Gourock. Vessels arriving, dis- 
charged their cargoes at Cartsdyke breast, or were run upon the 
shore near Cross Shore-street. The inhabitants, however, saw 
the advantages which would result from having a commodious 
harbour ; and they made a contract with the Superior, by which 
they agreed that au assessment of Is. 4d. Sterling should be 
raised from every sack of malt brewed into ale within the limits 
of the town, the money so levied to be applied in liquidating the 
expense of building a proper pier, and forming the harbour. The 
work was begun at the period of the Union, in 1707, and a capa- 
cious htu'bour laid out, containing upwards of ten Scotch acres, 
by building a kind of circular pier, with a tongue, or what is 
called the Mid Quay, in the centre. Some idea may be formed 
of the place by looking at the Port-GIa^ow harbours, which 
were built afterwards on the exact model. These were formi- 
dable works, and the greatest of the kind in Scotland ; and in- 
curred an expense of more than 100,000 merks Scots, which was 
equal to £5555 lis. Id. These works were completed about 
1710 ; and on the 16th September of same year, Greenock was 
established a Customhouse port, and a branch of Poit-Glasgow. 
Vbs debt contracted alarmed the inhabitants very much; but 
such were the facilities to trade created by this new erection, 
that in 1740 the population was more than trebled; and the 
sums advanced were paid up, leaving a clear surplus of 27,000 
merks Scots, or £1500 Sterling. In 1783 the whole harbour 
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'dues amounted to £111 4s. Sd.; in 1792, £612 98. was col- 
lected. Of late years, the harbours may be said to have been 
eatirely rebuilt, no vestiges of the old being seen all around ; 
and certainly their present complete state reflects great creditoa 
those who superintended and executed these splendid woriia. 
The first Act of Pariiament for regulating the afiaira of the har- 
bours was obtained in 1773; another act was obtained in 1788; 
a third act in 1801 ; a fourth in 1803 ; a fifth in 1810 ; and a 
sixth act in 1B17. 

The Harboura and New Dry Doch, including, as appertaining 
to the same estate, the lot of ground for warehouses at West 
Quay — the lot where the Dock Engine and Mr. Fiah's Sail-loft 
stands — all the lots on the easternmost breast, used as Bonding 
Yards for mahogany, &c., with all the Sheds on the different 
Quays, have cost £119,000. This, it may be remarked, includes 
the sum of £10,064 6s. dd., paid in manner following by the 
Trustees of the Harbour to the Muiagers of the Town Proper. 
— InNovemberl806, for value of Sheds, aaper report of Messrs. 
John Laird, Duncan M'Naugbt, and Thomas Ramsay, £2286 
14s. 6d. In March, 1807, for feu right to Shore Property, op- 
posite to Mr. George Kerr and Mr. Gammell's property at West 
Breast, &e., £4902 6b. 2d. Some misunderstanding occurred 
at this Ume as to the exact proportion of annual Feu Duty for 
which the Harbour Trust became liable ; and it was not until 
August, IRll, that the matter was finally arranged. — At thiU 
time a calculation of all the Feu Duties paid by the Town on 
account of the Harbour from 1773 was made up, which, includ- 
ing interest, amounted to £2876 53. lOd., which sum was then 
paid by the Harbour Trustees to the Town Managers. At the 
same time, the sum of £37 13s. 2d., and double that sum every 
nineteenth year, was fixed upon as the proportion of annual Feu 
Duty payable by the Trustees of the Harbour in relief of the 
Town ; and this, of course, has been regularly accounted for 
ever since. AAer paying the Town for its Harbour right, the 
Trustees went along eastward, buying up the seaward rights of 
M'Gilp's heirs, Thomas Ewing's heirs, M'Gown's heirs, and of all 
others eastwaid to Delingbum — all of which have been settled. 
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Hie Town Proper reserred the exclusive right to the Anchor- 
ages, Dues on Coals, &c., coming to the Harbours. The Reve- 
nue arising ircMU this source b not pledged for any part of the 
Debt of the Harbour; and it is plain that the extension of the 
Port has caused a great increase of the Anchorages, &c., and 
th^eby giv«i very efficient aid to the Revenue of the Town. 

The wwks at the Harbour being finished, the Superior being 
paid grasBom of the new Harbour, the Town and all Feua» 
having their shoreward rights bought up, at an outlay short of 
£120,000, the sum authorised by Parliament to be borrowed for 
extending the Harbours and constructug the Dock — the question . 
follows, what is the Estate worth ? The Revenue of the Har- 
bours, including Shed Dues, Dock Dues, Rents of Lofts, En- 
closures, &c,, appertaining to the Trust, is upwards of Nine 
Thousand Pounds per annum, with every appearance of increase. 

In 1750, the following letter was addressed by Sir John Schaw, 
(the Uberal and enlightened gentleman who granted the charter 
in 1751,) on the subject of the Harbours. Any thing which 
could come Irom his pen should be treasured up, as be was to 
Greenock its greatest benefactor : — 

" Grtmock Houie, eih October, 1750. 
" Sir JDhn Schaw, having considered ths content! of the memorial from tbt 
Feosra and Sub-Fenara of the Town of Greenock, approve! extremely of the 
acheme the; propote of building a Breaat of commonicallon aloDg the threa 
Qnayi, wllh a row of Cellara od the land aide, and will jiTC hU conaent to 
Lord Cnthcart'a lah-fenins to Ifaem the ground to the North of the Iiuide 
Qoay, which the? deeign to b^in that nark upon. As he eoallnue* to hiTe 
the good of the Townatbeart, aamueh ai he ba« ever had, heUwillinc either 
to let them have anliialean yean' tack of the AncborRfe of the Harbour, at • 
rate whichbethlDlu wiilbeof anletance tathepreientiiuidaaf theXowiiior 
to ^Te them lo mach out of the yearly ADohorage, and toglve them penalnlon 
to build Craoee and Welgh-bonaea in each placaa as ehall be Judged neceesary, 
with a full right to the DtH* that will ailie fnna them, which he expects, with 
the preteDt fundi, will be more than euSoient for the jireiaut and fiitare deani- 
Ing of the Harbour* and Qjuya, to which it etight to be Immediately applied- 
He recommaDdi to the Town to bnlld the Intended Breaat and Cellars, (after 
the aanie manner as they propose (O build the Church,) and as the Cellars In 
the Royal Class yield ten per cent, interest for the money expended In building 
tbem, It ie hoped It will not be diffloult to And tba ram necenory for that pur- 
pose, which In the oourae of yeara coming to be paid off, there will eonUnoe to 
■liM a eonatanl inoreaae to the Town's Revenue. 
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■' Bir iMn rtBonanaidt to tht Feuart, mA the grtaUtl tmtleUnai, te atiuider 
vxA attenlioa aUponiile meatu rfincreamg Ikeirjimdt, and ^finding out otheri, 
IhatpnUk aiorti mat/ be iept up niUh uliditt/ uftm executed, and urcderlakm mlU 
eipedilioniBlunJmTtdneceuaryifirt/ieJuiure! tiihkh Ihey wS find Ike mail a^u- 
aile advice can be pven them. 

Sir John nptcti that the Fsoan will immediktelf renew the Bueasmeot OD 
nuill, for fifteen yean after the expiralioo of the prexent contract, and that tbejr 
will Itrengtben It with all the addltiocu the; poaaibly can. 

(Signed) "JOHN SCHAW." 

Id connection with the Qnays, a Dry Dock was built by a joint 
stock company in 1785, and cost £4000. In consequence of the 
trade of the port extending, and the old dock being found incon- 
venient to admit vessels of a tai^e size, the following petition 
was presented to the Harbour Trustees : — 

'* To Ihe Honmiratle Ihe MagiitrBtei and Tmim Coundl if Greenock. 
•' The Humble Petition of the Sabscrlben, 
Merchant! in Greenock, 
'• SsKweTH, 

" That it i> not nectraary to uie many words to convince any peraon con- 
cerned in, or at all obwrvont of the tnds of this growing sea-port, that two 
Graving Doclu, and oua of tbem altogether privale property, are quite inade- 
quate for the despatch of baiineia. A Veuel may. and frequently doea He by 
the walla far weeks together, waiting the turn of sdmisaion, and it is obvious 
in this way, it muet happen, that great Inconvenience and positive loss Is sus- 
tained by the Owners, and their projected voyages and plana frustrated and 
deranged irretrievably. 

" That to remedy this, the IVade beseech your Honours to give Immediate 
directiopsfor the formation of a new Dry Dock, in such part of the Harbours 
as may be judged most convenlenti and little doabt can be entertained that 
the necessary expense of it would be very soon got subscribed In shares, in tbe 
same way as was done in tbe caae of the Old Dock. 
(Signed) 
" Thos. Alesnjider & Co. Dun. M'Naught & Co. 

M'Gowni, Walaon, Be Co. William Galbralth & Co. 
David Hyde & Co. Ewing, Miller, & Co. 

Sbannan, Stewart, & Co. Q, & J. Leitch. 

Roger Stewart & Sons. James Oughlerson . 

Robert Ewing & Co. Gregor MGregor. 

Robert Campbell & Co. John Hamilton & Co. 

Thos. Ranuay & Co. Wilson & M'Lellan. 

John Holmes & Co. James Robertson. 

Alan Ker & Co. James Duncan. 

Stevenson, Miller, & Co. Lang, Baine, & Co." 

Stuart & Rennie. 
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- ' In replft the Petitioners were informed that the Tnisteei had 
no power to build a Dock oq the principle proposed in the peti- 
tion ; hut, having authority to construct a Dock connected with 
the Harbour Trust, their earhest attention would be given to the 
measure. Accordingly, soon thereafter, at a Meeting of tVns- 
lees, Mr. Rennie's plans for Docks in the New Eaat Harbour 
were examined. By Mr. Reunie, two Docks were proposed, 
alongside of each other — the large one on the nte of the present 
Dock, and the smaller one ir i&ore of it. At the gates of the 
largest, it waa intended to have nsteen feet of water at spring 
tides. Its estimated coat was £36,000. The expense of this 
Dock was considered by the Meeting as by for too heavy, and 
the depth of water unnecessarily great ; and as, in constructing 
a building of this kind, the gates and works at the entrance are 
a serious part of the expense, it was suggested that, in place of 
two Docks, one containing as much length as the two together 
would be more advisable. This being approved of. the then 
JUaster of Work, Mr, Burnet, was directed to make out a plan 
of a Dock, (taking Mr. Rennie's plan for his guidance as to the 
inverted arch, mode of hanging gates, &c.,) to be 36 feet wide 
at the gates, to have 18 inches more water than at the Old Dock, 
and to be excavated inside of the inverted arch, so as to obtain 
two feet more height betwixt the fioor of the Dock and the top 
of the bkcks — afterwards altered to 2 feet at the gates, and 1} 
feet of excavation ; thus making in all, 3^ feet greater depth 
tbm the Old Dock. 

In conformity to these instructions, the plan was executed, and 
sometime thereafter was laid before a Meeting of the Comnus- 
sioners of the Harbours, when it bad their unanimous approval. 
A written consent in terms of the Act of Parliament was endorsed 
on it, and subscribed by the Meeting, being thirteen in number, 
with arequest, on the part of the Commissioners, that the Trus- 
tees would get the building carried into %Sect as soon as the state 
of the fiinds would admit. 

Nothing farther was done until the autumn of 1818, when the 
masonry of Uie Costomhoase, an edifice of great public ntili^. 
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and ftdsowkdfed oniRment to the port, waaGniahed. Hie 
builder thereof, Mr. Donmld Hathieww, having given the utauMt 
satiohction to the highl]f respectable aichitet:t who pUnned and 
■upeiinteoded the progreM of that woi^, and his upright cm- 
duct whererer he had been empk^wd being well known, Ac 
Trustees were induced to applj to htm to undertake the build- 
ing of the Dock, in strict conformity to the plans and specifica- 
tiofM provided by Mr. Gibb. 

Mr. Hathieson died shortly after commcndngt^Mratioas; and 
in 1824 the whole was fiaidied, vadtx the directioa of Mr. Wm. 
Aitken, at an espenfie of about £20,000. This is acknowledged 
to be a com{dete and el^ant Btructure ; while the ease and fad- 
lity which it gives to examiiuog and repairing vessels, have 
brought many to the port. The Harbours, Docks, &c., as now 
comfrieted, are allowed to be as commodious as any in thf 
kmgdom ; and when the intended erection eastward is finished, 
they will be scarcely surpassed any where. Mr. Hamilton, Mas- 
t^ of Works, has communicated the following measoifonents, 
which will at once show the extent of the Quays, and thw ac- 
commodation : — 

FMt. 

East Quay, 631 

Eotoance to Harbour, lOS 

Customhouse Quay, IOft& 

Entrance to Harbour, 106 

West Quay, 426 

Extreme length, from East to West, 2301 

Breadth of Hers, 60 



At the head of the East India Quay, a 6ne arch, with gates, 
has been erected : the deputation of Compiisnioneni of Custtmu 
and Excise, who visited tiie port in 1816, stipulated that this 
should be done. The cost of this erection was paid entirdy out 
of the Harbour Police Fund. 

The muugement of the Harbours u verted in its Cominis- 
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wonen, (akwg with the Town Coundl,) who aie elected uun- 
Blly ; and ercfy ship-owner, paying £12 per annum of harbour 
dues, ia eligible to be elected, while the paying £3 per anniliti 
qualifies fax giving a vote. 

Opposite the Quays ban extenwve sand bank, which strctchei 
from DBmbarbm to a little below the town. The diannel, by 
this means, is much narrowed ; and the place where vessels 
generally cast anchor to remiun for dispatches, &c., is about a 
mile and a half down, and known as the Tail of the Bank. Her* 
there is a sufficient supply of water for vessels of the largest 
class, while the space b capable of containing an immense fleet, 
and the anchorage is excellent. The navigation of the Clyde is 
altogether very ea^ ; consequently strangers have no difficult 
in making out their course without the aid of a pilot. It is this ' 
which has often alarmed the inhabitants, lest the enemy might 
come up and attack the town: but the wind is its greatest pro- 
tection; for the same breeze which would lead a vessel tri- 
iiraphaBtly up, would keep her there, till she would probably be 
captured by the channel fieet, or till war-vessels arrived from 
Cork. In this way the Jason, Dutch frigate, was taken posses- 
sion of at the Tail (^ the Bank ; although, from the muti- 
nous state of the crew, no injury was offered to the town or 
shipping. 

The trade ot Qreenock consists of what is called Foreign and 
Coasting. Indeed, it may be said, that there is no place wheic 
British enterprise has opened a market, but Gyde vessels are to 
be found. The earliest vessel which crossed the Atlantic from 
Gremock was in July, 1684, and contained 22 perscms, who 
were sentenced at Gta^ow to be transported to Carolina, for 
their share in resisting the oppression of these cruel times. The 
captain's name was James Gibson, who was represented as being 
very ctud to the poor prisoners, while his officers and crew used 
Hum in a still harsher manner. In 1686, part of the forces of 
Archibald, Earl of Aigyle, who had come over from Holland, 
landed at Greenock. Of this occurrence, Wodrow gives the 
following interesting relation :— 
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^< upon tlia flnt of May, On Eazl mnd bit fHcndi lift Holtend with a raf 
Aw tbipi) uid a canaldcntbls Dumber of arm*. The mMnr tzpeiided im tbna 
was iWMtlr raliad on tbs Earl'i ondit. Tha Dukg of Moamoath, widi tb* 
En^Ub gcntlgmen, faod bithfullf engaged not to tt^j abare ten daji after 
thm Id Hollud ; bat II wia a month b«fan they landed In England. Wbetber 
tUami done of dnlgnor necenorllj, I do not determine. It waa nunoared 
that thli dday wBi BdvlMd, tbat tbe Ei^^lIA forca raigbt be pMmd dvmi 
upon Sootlaad, and their guna thua ba eadar In England. Howercr, It U 
certain, tbe Duke of MonniaDtb wai ntremely concerned wlien the Earl's 
partjr waa bndw, and the Earl binualf labeo ; and Indeed bia Intereal could not 
bare met wltb a wrer daeb. It !■ plain tbe English not keefdng to tbe terme 
of agreement tended monb to hdgbten tba Earl'a mattmri, and to tbe ruin of 
both. 

" Tbe Earl'a Intention was to have landed at Inyerary. In tbla, howerer, 
be wae stiffly opposed by some of the gentlemen^ A coundlof war ma called, 
■od thars, contrary to the Earl's seotimente, it was resolred to make an invs- 
abn npon tbe Lowlands. The Earl calmly aubmltted, but Indeed tbla atep 
wai migbtlly to tbdr loo. The Ibrcee were aocordlngly tranaported tbe beat 
way they could to Cowal In Argyllshire, and Sir Jabu Cocbran, Colonel £1- 
phinatouri, and Major Fallartoun, were aeBt to tbe Lowlands. 

" By tbla time the coasts were guarded, and some Engllah (Mgatcacome nfv 
so tbat Sir John durst not land lu the Largs, aa was projected, but put In to- 
wards Greenock. 

■' When they came within musket shot of the land, there appeared a body of 
horaaupon the shore. Sir John baTlngtbecomroand, ordered Colonel Elpbba- 
stoun to ssaay landing with altent twenty men, wblcb was all tbey could land 
at once, for want of boats ; but the thing being impracticable at tbat place, and 
the Colonel'a ordere being only to obey, in ai br as reasonable, taking tbla to 
bejuat tbelodngof aomany men, he flatly refused. 

" Kr John prevailed npoo M^or Fullartonn, with abont a doien of men, to 
attempt to land in aDother pUie near by, which be did under the fire of the 
Militia, and got safe ashore and Into a sort of ditch for shelter. Tbe ^nted 
account bears, * That tbs Mllilia, seeing them ashore, gave over firing, and tlia 
jonng laird of Honstouu and Crawfordsbarn came up to the Ma]<H:, and an- 
Dtber with him, and bad some conversation, and passed their matoal words ^ 
llonoar to uss no hoMiiltlea till tbe parley was over. After tbey bad Mlcad 
some qneitlone at tbe Major, to his great anrpriae they dlschai|^ their pistols 
at him, which happily mined him, and he returned bia, and billed one of their 
horses and wounded aaothsr. By this time some men were landed to the Ha> 
jar's aaiiatanca, and these with the first party behaved so well, tbat the Militia 
retired to the face of a bill oppoaite to the sbipa, which Sred some guns, which 
reached so nenrtbem that th«y retired, and some did not draw bridlatill thf; 
came to Faiaiey.' 

" Having oommunicated the above to a worthy gentlenum, who was praaent 
at this little scuffle, he is pleased to acquaint me, ■ Tbat tbe beriloia of Ren- 
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frawihire, tormti Id ■ troop caia tbo Lord Codbtmnt, at tha otnoell'i a^ 
polumcDt, waraat tUidiiwkMpli>((>>*''at Greenock. V/bta Major Fal- 
lartooD landed near tha kirk of Grtoiodi, Joim HoDitoDU joniiger of that Ilk, 
lieutenant of tha traop, and Thomas Crawford of Crawfurdabam, ddeat quar- 
temuuter to It, wilh tome gentlemen Id eompany, roda down tomrdi Mr.' 
Follartonn and hie raeo, wbo bad put np a eignal for parley ; and HoMtoon 
baring axiNBtiilaMd with the M^or on their InTadon, he anewered— Tbej 
irsra oodu to their natire ooontrj for the pcewrration of tlM protntuit rdl* 
gion, and liberlls of thdr country, and it waa a pity each brars gentlemen 
■hoold ■ppear against tlieiD in the wrrlee of a popiib tyiaot and uturpo. 
Upon which UouMonn aald lie wai a liar, and dlscfaaiYed Iiii piatals anumgtt 
them, aa did alio tlie reat of the geotlemen with him, and the Major and hla 
men returned tlulr fire very briakly, bnt did do execution ; only Honatonn'a 
boraa, Irung of mettla, and unuted with the fire, threw him, but ha aoon n- 
moonted and relumed to the troop.' 

•' Upon their flight. Sir John with tb« rert came aihore, and entered Iba 
town of Greenock, and endeaToured to prsrall with the inhahitanta to Join in 
detanea of religion and llherly. He aeized abont forty bolls of meal for tha use 
of the army, and then, upon a false alarm, went off In the night, and sailed 
bock to Cowal, and then, too Ute, deolared It was folly to attempt the Lowlanda 
as yet, they being every wbara guarded with soldiarawid nUitla.'' 

The first vessel belonging to the port wluch crossed the At- 
lantic wae iu 1719, (part of the Darien expedition in 1697, 
having been fitted out from Cartsdyke,) but shortly afterwards 
the shipping increased rapidly. About this time the rising 
prosperity of the place excited the jealousy of London, Liver- 
pool, and Bristol, to such an extent, that they falsely accused 
tiie merchants of Greenock and Port-Glasgow of fraud against 
the revenue, first to the Commissioners, and afterwards to the 
Hotise of Commons. This was triumphantly refuted, and they 
were completely exonerated of all charges; and, in sfHte of 
every effort to crush its infant commerce, it went on amazingly. 
The first square-rigged vessel which was launched firom our 
shores was in 1764, and was built by a Mr. M'Kirdy. The 
number and tonnage of vessels belonging to the port have been 
already given at page 43. The earliest trade seems to have been 
the Herriag Fishing ; and, in the reign of Charles II., and under 
the patronage of the Duke of York, a Sodety of " Herriag 
Fishers" was established on the Clyde, with particular privileges. 
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Id 1676, tbey endoaed a. large piece of gnwDd, which diey called 
the Royti Ooss. The Company was dissolved, and the buildings 
afterwards used as warehouses. Hie Herring Fishing has been 
cootinned by various individaals, and the quantity cured g^ves an 
average of alMnit 19,000 bris. aanually. An early branch of our 
commerce was in Tobacco, whidi was trans-shipped to the Con- 
tinent, and, in return, other commodities were often taken in 
exchange. So far back as 1752, the Greenland Whale Fishing 
was carried on ; it was, however, soon given up, but revived 
agtun in 1780, at whidi time there were three large ships em- 
ployed in the trade ; and though revived again at a later date, 
may be now conudered as abandoned — the last ship having 
been purchased by Captfun Ross to accmnpany this enterprising 
individud in a voyage of discovery to the Pole. The most con- 
siderable trade which Greenock had, at an early period, was 
with America ; thb suffered a great depression when that Colony 
waged war with the mother Country ; and it may be said to 
have gradually declined ever since. At present, howevc^ 
Greenock has vessels trading to every part of the worid ; and 
firam the average amount of duties recdved from the Customs al 
this port, it will be observed that trade is, by no means, falling 
off. The West and East Indian, and North American trades, 
may be considered at present as the prindpal. Newfoundland 
and South America have also employed a considerable number 
of' shipping. The Coasting trade has rather declined since the 
introduction of steam, in 1812, which facilitates the towing of 
small vessels to Glasgow, agunst wind and tide. 

This was the first port in the kingdom to petition against the 
Renewal of tiie East India Company's Charter. The inhabilante 
were first called together to take the subject into consideration, 
in December, 1811. In 1812, a deputation was sent to London 
on this important business ; and it is known that, in 1813, a 
partial partidpation in the trade was conceded to the outports. 
In Spring, 1616, the first ship from ScoUand, for the East Indies, 
sailed ftom Greenock. This vessel, the Earl of Buckiughamshire, 
Captain Christian, of 600 tons register, was soon followed by 
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others, and tbe tonnage now embariied in the trade is ver^ 
condderable : thus afibrding employment to ships vihai it was 
difficult to be found elsewhere ; and, from the duratioii and 
healthiness of the voyage, formit^ an admirahle nursery fi» 
seamen. It is to be hoped, that, ere long, the trade to China 
will also be thrown open to the country at lai^ ; petitions to 
the legislature, to this effect, having lately flawed from every 
comer of the kingdom. 

In a place like Greenock, which had so many shipping, it is 
to be expected that many fearful acddettts would occur. The 
waste of individual life by drowning, or falb firom masts, &c., 
would make a long and melancholy catalogue. But, independent 
of this, vessels have been wrecked in our own channel ; some 
have been burnt at sea ; and others foundered on the deep, or 
been cast away upon foreign lands. But, probably, the most 
melancholy intelligence which reached thb port, was the loss of 
^ Dumber of our vessels on the coast of Portugal. The fallowing 
ue the particulars :^ 

dps if a Lttter fatn Captaiii. GUtm, tfthe Rebut, to the Ownm hen, deled S> 
league* north ^Lubon, 4th April, 1901. 
" I tm wht; to acquaint yon of nnrmgluialudjmlitbrtiine, which happened 
on tbe moToiDg of tha 8d iDftaot. At four o'dod we vtrnek the groiuul, uid 
drora on ahora, and aboat thirtj or ona-aitd-tUrtr mora of the fleit, and the 
ApoUo, oar CoDUnodon. A great many UTea wara knt oat of the UTaral 
■bipa, and the at^bt ti diamal to heboid for many mllea alonf ■bore. All dot 
crew fat on ibare, without the loaa of a man. The Rohost la all tt^ ethw, and 
fait ; but the water ebba and flown in tbe bold, and the lorf 1< m> heaTy, ren- 
den it Impoeeible for any penon to get now near to her; and I do not tbink 
any thing belonf 1q( to her will ba aaTod, aa aha will break op In a very ehott 
time, and don't expect lier to bold hat tilt to-moreow momlog. The accident 
waa merely tkn>D|h Diglaol of the Cmamodore. Aa the wind wM from the 
S. W., then waa no aaoaalon to atand n flw to tbe eaatward. All tbe fleet waa 
aenaible of being to the eaitward, and lonie of them tacked, when be flred at 
them t* bring them to: hat he hlmaelf faaa inffBTad, with about EDO of hie 
crew, aome of whom were on tbe wreck theae alzty boon, without any aab- 
^itenee. The Clyde ablpe which bsTe aoffered here are tbe Elimbetb, Gait ; 
the Vtfgj, Camoehaa i F^y, Bartley ; ActWe, M'NIocal ; Fame, Ganuoeli 
Albiim, H'EwiB(i Nanay, Wetr; Caledonia; Gllklion; and ourMlvea. We 
had moob ado to get Mt alwre, m do boat waa aUa to Maud the lurf. Hiefe 



n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 



72 

wMigTMtdplefpcapltlaitciiitof the Qydailitfi: WMaof tbemnpmrdsof 
lulf (hiir orawi. Thera !• a Britlab Connl ben at praacnt, wbo eama fi«m 
• town about agbt milai off, callad Flpulra. I bar* sathlngnora to mention 
at tba prewnt thne ; bat I will wiita 70a wban I (et dear of tbia, wbiah I 
tUob IrtU not ba fur aoma waaka, aa wa are to wait hera, by order of tba Coa- 
•nl, DBlil wa all gel away tofalbar. Id a naad, to Llibon." 

During tbe war, privateers* and letters of marque, owned by 
Greenock merchants, were very successful ; aud a number of 
gallant exjdoits were performed by oar seamen. The ships of 
war aieo occasionally viuted the place ; and, for a conuderable 
time, (on the remonstrance of the Magistrates,) a guard-ship 
was kept at the Tail of the Bank. The largest class of war 
vessels seen here, was a 42 gun frigate ; and one 74, or line- 
of-batde ship, came up as for as Gourock. During a war they 
can be of little service stationed here ; as the most eSectnal 
mode of protecting the trade, and also the town, b cruizing In 
the channel, and meeting the enemy before they reach our doort. 
- The Coasting trade, though it has diminished, as alreadj 
mentioned, still ^ves employment to a number of men, and alsf 
to a fair amount of tonnage. The following is a statement for 
Uie years 1828 and 1829 :— 

/ruA Cotuting Trade. 

nnrASD*. ODTWAStu. 

1828 S08 26,325 147 19,110 

1829, 206 26,451 260 32,760 

Great Britam. 

mHAKDi. OUTWAKM. 

1828, 443 39,990 677 61,605 

1829, 620 44,018 654 54,000 

About 60 years ago, though the Foreign and Coasting trade 
of tbe port had increased to a considerable extent, yet a distinct 

• Feurtem privateara ware fitted UDt In tbrre montbi, wben tbe Anerican 
war broke out. 
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knowledge of the principles of navigation , for making the requisite 
obaerrations for ascertaining the longitude by Iudu obserration, 
and the latitude by double altitudes of the sun, as pntctised in 
the East India trade, was but very imperfectly known. Indeed, 
DO shipmaster from the Clyde had then attempted to retiree it 
to practice : nor does it appear that any teacher in this country 
had possessed the requisite means to give instruction to seamen 
on this inportant branch. * The shipmasters of the old school 
had an inveterate prejudice on this score ; and consequently the 
rising generation were entirely deprived of the means of practi- 
cal, as weU as theoretical knowledge. Fully awaie of tiie advan- 
tage of this branch of education to the trade, Mr. l^unont, 
shortly after his appointment in 1781, went to London, for the 
express purpose of obtaining information on the subjed:, and 
also the requisite instruments, in order to prove to seamen the 
ifeaolute truth of what they merely knew by report. It was 
during the magistracy of the late Roger Stewart, Esq., (hat an 
nMrument was procured, for the twofold purpose of reducing to 
fibctice the prindples of geometrical surveying, and for observ- 
ing the flotemporary altitudes of the heavenly bodies, required in 
taking lunar distances by the sextant, which had been already 
procured by Mr. Lament, as well as a pocket chronometer, by 
the late John Melville. About 1789 or 1790, he also pro- 
cured Dolland's achromatic telescope for observing the eclipses 
of Japiter'^ satellites; and a planetarium, for illustrating the 
solar system, with its accompanying tellurian and lunarian 
complete. Ilius provided, he was in a state for making ac- 
tual observations, for explaining the lunar theory, and for emn- 
latii^ the Americans, who then frequented the port, and who 
boasted of tbar superior knowledge in these matters. The 
first individual to whom British seamen are indebted for reduc- 
ing the complete lunar dieoiy to practice, was the late Astrono- 
mer Royal, the Rev. Neville Maskelyne, who, after his voyage 
to Saint Helena, in 1761, planned the Nautical Almanack,, and 
the requitrite tables for its use. By others these have been 
brought to that degree of perfection necessary for the seaman's 
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use. Knee that poiod the famous Ramsden and Troughlon have 
executed, undec the patrona^ of govemmeiit, their accurate and 
expeditious dividing engine ; and produced the instruments re- 
quired. 

The fint that availed himself of instruction on this subject, 
under Mr. Lamont, was a Mr. Robert»on, about 1788, who used 
the first metal sextant known on the Clyde, which was made by 
Jones of London. Mr. Troughton, after thb, invented the light 
patent sextant, and also the drcle of reflection, which has been 
proved to be of unrivalled use iu nautical astronomy. Captain 
James Hamilton, of the brig Nancy, (cousin to the late Professor 
Hamilton of Oriental Languages,) was the next who procured a 
sextant, in 1790, and prosecuted this study with much success. 

lienten ant-General Sir Thomas Brisbane, (then Miyor Bris- 
bane,) was the first person who sailed from the Clyde with all th« 
requiute instruments for ascertaining his situation at sea with anj 
thing like precision. He had several chranometeis ; a drcniar 
instrument by Troughton, divided on gold ; and a sextant by Dol> 
land. Me sailed from hence in the brig Fame, Captain Armouif 
in 179d- He, and the late Quintin Leitch, then Captain of the 
brig Clyde, who became an early proficient in such observations, 
communicated by signal during the whole voyage, and through 
life a warm friendship existed between them. The late Captain 
John Udny was among the first who carried, at his own ex- 
pense, books, instruments, &c., iu a complete state, for mak- 
ing lunar observations ; and was allowed to have been the 
most expert lunarian then sailing. Since that time, however, 
every attention has.been piud to this useful branch of education ; 
and were it not that some might consider it invidious to notice by 
name many Captains who are an ornament to their profesuon, 
we would most cheerfully give them a place in this umple re- 
cord. The fair fam» they have earned is not t^e less remem- 
bered : and they may rest assured that, thus trying to lessen the 
tedious monotony of a long aea-voyage, only ejidears them the 
more to those who intrust them with their property, as well as 
the lives of passengers and seamen. It is a situation of all 
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o^ers of deep rasponnbili^. A ship on the ocean u to the 
master, a little vorld, quite nndn hb own control ; the faappi- 
aeaa and comfort of all under him may be mainly attributable 
to bim ; and by hia doing all in his power to form the mind of 
tiiose youtbs intrusted to him, and by seconding the efforts of 
the teacher in giving useful information, he confers a greater 
honour on himself than on those who receive the boon. In this 
way there would be fewer mn-aways from ships, while a wild 
boy would be generally awed into submission by treatment at 
once ctmdliating and kind. 

The govemmoit of the town, till 1751, might be considered 
as vested entirely in the hands of the lord of the manor. This 
year, as we have already stated, the first Magistrates were 
elected ; and the origin of nine composing the Council, was the 
continuance of the same number which superintended the recdpt 
pf the malt tax. Sir John, in the handsomest manner, vested all 
the right he possessed in the feuars and sub-feuars to elect their 
own nilers ; and few places in Scotland have such an inestimable 
privilege. To our first magistrates, &c., down to a late period, 
the inhabitants are under deep obligations. They watched with 
a parent's care the growing importance of the community ; and 
it was not till about 1796, that bickerings were heard at our 
council-table. This was revived again in 1812 ; and at this 
period the first paper-war commenced. The difference about 
the Old Coffee Room revived party uiimosity, which has cer- 
tainly not lessened ; and the town is now divided into two dis- 
tinct parties, which are known as " Reds and Blues." The 
origin of thb name arose from the magisterial contest in 1825 ; 
the one gentleman's coach-drivers having assumed the blue rib- 
bon SB a mark of distinction, and the others immediately deco- 
ratii^ their hats with red. This contest lasted for six days, 
when 497 votes were polled, and the Magistrates voted for by 
the Reds were elected by a majority of 16. It is to be regretted 
that party spirit does not rest with these elections, but has 
been often the means to convey strife and divisions into other 
societies and institutions, where this ^ould i\a.Ye nothing to do. 
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Every person idioald be ftllow«d to express and hold hie owb 
opinioDB, witbont being beld up to ridicule, or condenued for 
acting the paxt of every reosoaable man, merely shoimg be has 
a.mind.of his own. The Mag^stratea hold courts every week in 
the Town Hall, indepemleut of their giving attendance every 
day, to examine into cases connected with the police, &c. 



Names of Magittrates, ^c.for 1829. 

foi&i— William Leitoh and Roiiert EwId;. 

Robtrt Baine, Treaaiuvr. 

CoHnteUnn. 

John Fairri*. Jolut Tbomwa. John AtUlcr. 

Tbomu TuTDBT. Kolwrt Steele, jua. Wm. Johmton. 

Office-Bearen. 

Alexander Danlop, Eiq. Advocate, Asaenor for tlw Town, at Edloborgb. 

John FattsD, W. S. Law Agent, at Sdiobnrgb, for da. 

JaniH Tomer, Tonii Clerk. J. K. GrBj, Depute do. 

Archibald W11»D, Depatf Tnasorer. 

John Davidson and Geoife WlUiamsDn, Joint ProcDTaton I^KaL 

George Hamilton, SuperintuideBt of Pablic Worki. 

Andrew Stewart, HarboDr and' Dock Master. 

Thomaa Alexander, CaUecIor of Hirbour Ralt». 

James Dodd, Collector of Anchorage, Steam Boat Daea, &c. 

Robert Ljrle, Superintendent of Town Police. 
Joho Campbell, Superintandent of Qiuf and Harbonr Police. 

There ie also a Justice of Peace Court, at which the following 
Justices preside : — 



Lt. Gen, Don. Dar- 
Toeh of Goarock. 

Capt. Dnnean Dar- 
roch, yr. of do. 

Sir M. S. Stewart, 
Bart. M. P. 

Capt. H. Stewart. 

John Shaw Stewart. 

P. M. Stewart. 

Robert Wallace. 

Robert SleuarL 

Jame* Hunter. 



Wm. M'Dowali. 
The Sheriff SubKltnta. 
Alexander Dunlop. 
Jamea Watt 
Hngh Crawford. 
John Dunlop. 
Robert Ewing. 
William BiUcfie. 
.Jamea Oo^toaon. 
Jamea Lellcb. 
Alexander Graham. 
Uoger Aytoun. 
John Bucbanau. 



Thomaa Lang. 
Jamei Lihl;. 
Peter HunUi.jun. 
Jamea RObenwin. 
C Robertson. 
John Roberteon. 
A. M'Laiafa. 

SaSiet, at iiffldis. 
William Ldlch. 
R. Ewing. 



David Crawford, D. C. 



Arch. M'K 
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The Sheriff Court was established on the 27th January, 1816, 
and opened on the 3d May following. It is held once a week, 
during aesaion, and oftener, as occasionally required. lu virtue 
of the Act of Parliament in 1825, the Sheriff holds a court for 
the recovery of small debts. The first Sheriff- substitute was 
Claud Marafaall, Esq., who was also appointed, in June 181&, 
to the Admiralty Court. 

Hie following abstract of the Town's Receipt and Expendi- 
ture will serve as a contrast between the years 1786 and 181»;^ 

Revenues of the Towa of Greenock in 1785, exclusive of the 
Water Tax, Road Money, and Tonnage on Shipping, viz. 

New Chnroh R«nto,...„„- £221 14 

Brmt Cellars, (Bent ■ngmantod,) .■■—...., — ..— — 115 18 

KoydCloM, , BOO 

Shedi on the Qiufi, —„„.-..-,..„.....■.-„ - — . 5 

Flesh Market, 65 

Anchoragg, Coal Barrel, Weights and Measnres,..._.._— _..— . . . ■ 76 

Tolliog the Bell, (averaged,) 4> O 

. £690 13 
CHARGES ANNUALLY. 

Miniater'a Stipends, and Sacramental EUmenls,....— .....— —£111 

Kbster of the English Scfaool, (now discontlnoed,) 80 

Master of the Latin School, 15 

Master of Writing, Arilbmetlc, &c (■ gntuitf,) 13 13 

Interest on £920, borrowed at 5 per Cent. — 46 

Shore MasUr's Salarjr, 16 

Drummer's do. ...._■.—„„ _ ——..—— GOO 

BiUot Master's do. 3 

Bobert Sbannan, late Shore-Master, (a penaion,}..— — — .- 15 

BarbDor Fen-dnlj, parable t« Sir Michael Shaw Stewart,——- 66 13 4 

Do. do. payable to I^rd Cathcart, — . 33 6 8 

Bobert Townaend, Clock Master, 8 

William Henderaon, Tuiinun,.-. „ 8 

Town Offloers, for atlendiog the Roup of Chnrdi S«sta,.w__ 5 

Deputy Treuorer'a Salary, 15 



Exelusivo of Repairs,..-. — 
a..rpiii.^ , 



£690 IK 
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Abttraet Statement of Revenve and Ordinary Expenditure of 
Ike Twm Proper, from Ut Sept. 1818, till lat S«^, 1819. 

RECEIPTS. 

Aochongg, ShoM Bar, Bud Bliif Docs, recelTid 
■t CDlIsotar'i OOct, — ——£86* 10 S 

Do. do. rsoclTsd from John ^uihi, Twunan of 

DanonniMUTMMli, 164 D 6 

Do. do. two-BAhi of Hsrbonr Doe* from Stoin 
&<«t^ Id IEcd of Anchorage,——————— 104 4 Z 

Total ^m Ancharafa, &c £53S 14 II 

Mid Parish Charch, for Ssata let, 254 S 

Bo. GrouDd Rent of Seats held by aubacribcn, — lOS 18 

337 6 

Floh Market Du^ from lit to 25tb Sept., 1B18, 7 17 
Da. do. from 2dth Sept, IBIS, to let Sept. 1619, ' 

for 1956 oxen and cowa, at 9d 73 7 

Do. 153 hoga, at 4d 2 10 8 

Do. 11,312 sheep, 1856 calves, and I (oat, to- 

lether 13,169, at gd..— — ,.— .., 109 14 10 

Do. 6167 lamb), at Id 25 13 11 

£219 3 5 
Deduct Geo^ Robb's commiirion as 

Clerk of Market, £21 2 B 

Do. James Stewart, OScerof Market, 16 4 
Do. for deaniDe Market, and prioting 

Rnle*, *rt , , 1 10 6 38 17 2 

Nett Berenue of Market, IBO 6 3 

Shops under the TowD Hall, 60 

Proportion of the Fablio Office accommodation, 

charged the Harbenr, 18 6 8 

Do. charged the Water Fond ., 18 6 6 

Do. charged the Tax Offlce - 10 

£46 13 4 
This sum was not brought to the Town's credit 
till the foUowlng jear. 

Carryforward, £1130 7 B 

;, Google 



Braaght hrxrui,^ 



Rent of Town CelUn and OIHcea at Eait Qaa 
B«nt from Bin. MRckie's School Hodh st I 
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Do. from Robarl Kerr, at do. — ^■■ — — .- 3 10 



Bent of UbrTT,— ., , — — — ,~.— — _ 25 i 

Rant of two Boothi In Fish Market, Its other recclpte belog 

lifted bf Taznua of Aocbonge, —- . .. . — 10 10 i 

Lain Mid In new Burjinc Ground, IS3 IS i 

Defidencfof Reodptatoiiuel(heEvpeDditDre,-___~ SS2 18 ' 



OUTLAY. 
iDtereat IT. Debt, grou UDoimt £24,215 16& at 

5 per Ceut. «iai( 

Dedoct intereit received from Kelly 

Read, £51 10, at 5 per Ceot £2SS 

Do. do. at debit of Hid Paridi, 

£1616, at 5 per Cent 80 16 

Do. do. Water Trait, £36 ISs. Ud. 

at S per Cent. 1 16 8 

Do. do. cash Id Renfrewihire Banl^ 

£1740, at4percent-~-___ 69 12 

40- 

Intenat after making the abort deductiana,—.- 

Onm unannt of Feu Dude* for BurTing 

Grounds, Church Grounds, Town Cellar^ 

Town Hall, &c &c lii 

Deduct received from tbe Harbours, 37 13 2 

Do. from Hr. Gammell, 5 16 8 

Do. from A. Crawford'a Heirs, 4 3. 

Do. Wilson & M'Lellao,.^ 10 

Do. M. Johnston, 10 

Do. A. FlemlngH.-— —■ ■■ 15 

Do. Old Dock, 1 1 

Do. charged to debit of Uid Pariah 

Church, 2 17 6 5i 

Amount of Feu Duties, after the almve deductions,.— 
CWt; forward,~>~-< 
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BroDckt tarwui, L.e89 18 

Hid Parteb Cburdi, Mlnliler'i StfpcDd, ud 

CommDnlaD txpamw,— ..., ■— . „ , ,, 295 

PicMiitor £10, Bell-ripger £2 2t., re|iilatiiig 

dock Id church £1 li. — — ■— ^ 13 3 

InunM of Debt, £1616, at 5 per Cent—— ^.. 80 16 

Feu Datj, ChDrch and Mme,—. — — — S 17 6 

Smdr; rapairt of wlndDfri, painting, >e. .—— . JS 10 

40* 

PubllcOfflccn, viz.. Town Clerk, 83 6 8 

TreMnrer, £25— TreMurer'i A^iUnt, £20, — 45 
HaMer of Police, £50— ProportioD of Town 

Officers' Pajr, £30 12k ltd 86 12 II 

Anenor, £10 lOi.— Billet Matter, £5, 15 10 

J. HeroD for rtpatn on Towd Clock, £4 la.— 

Bell-riDEcr, * " «■ 10 10 
J. DaTldnm and Geone WilliwiiHni, 

FtKala, wJary, ....^30 

For proaecatiom,— _ 36 14 6 

66 14 6 
Deduct amoont «f Fioea received,-— 25 9 6 41 5 

ToUl charge for Fabllc '^'"-fi 282 4 
Sobont Maiter'a ular; , via. Teacher of Mathe- 
matics, Ac.———— - — — — — 30 

LatlQ Teacher, £25, and School Rent, £25, 50 

80 

Statlonerr, SUnipi, and Frintloc ■ 40 15 

Fraportion of Coal and Candle, for Public Offices, &c— — ~ 27 16 
Fire luaaranee Fremloms od Town's Property,,— _..„...„ 8 16 
Supdrf Tradesmen's Accoonts far repairs at roof, wiodoira, 

ftc, of Town CeUan,BDd other property, may BTCrage— 118 ' 



Independent of the magisterial control over the various funds, 
&c., tlicre are a number of commissioners and trustees, who act 
over the fund for paving', lighting, and btinging water, &c., 
into the town. The Act for regulating this body is on the most 
liberal terms ; and it is impossible for any person to look alto- 
gether at the municipal government of Greenock, without ad- 
miring the wisdom which dictated her laws, and also hoping 
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feirently, in the beautiful language of Scripture, " that peace 
may dwell within her walls," and that a liberal and patriotic 
feeling may always actuate her councils. 

The progress of literature in Gi'eenock has been much behind 
its other improTements ; and though societies have heeu be- 
quently formed for reading original essays, &c., as also for de- 
bating interesting and popular subjects, yet these have been but 
short-lived, and consequently their effects, in forming the public 
mind, of but little importance. The first literary society was 
commenced in 1702, and existed about eighteen months. In 
1812, " The Society for encouraging Arts and Sciences" was 
established, and continued for about two years. In 1814, "The 
literary and Philosophical Society" was instituted, and eusted 
for about twelve months. On the ruins of this, however, an- 
other was established, under the same name, which existed for 
five years. In 1819 and 1820, two debating eodeties were be- 
gun, and ended the same year. At present Greenock possesses 
nothing in the shape of a literary and philosophical society. The 
only thing approaching to this is the " James Watt Club," insti- 
tuted in 1813, and intended to do honour to the memory of the 
celebrated improver of the steam engine, who, it is well known, 
was a naUve of Greenock. The members hold their meetings in 
the James Watt Tavern, at the low west comer of Willi am -street ; 
.and what renders this place doubly cans]HCuous, b the fact that 
on this identical spot stood tiie house in which Mr. Watt was 
bom. The members consist of gentlemen belonging to the town, 
and honorary members in other places. The meetings cannot 
be said to be for any particular object, as regards science or 
literature, as no subjects are brought forward farther than the 
sodal conversation of the day ; and, we believe, all subjects of 
a political or theological nature are excluded, lest their intro- 
duction should tend to injure the harmony and kind feeling 
which have hitherto been their principal characteristic. 

The want of literary societies must have had a blighliDg influ- 
ence in making our soil so barren in men of letters ; and, how- 
ever some may scout the idea, yet past experience confirms the 
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fact. Look to many of our first seDators ; and where was it 
that the ponera, which afleiwardi drew forth admiration, were 
first conspicuously developed ? Was it not amidst these assem- 
blies ? In answer to this, turn to the names of Pitt, Sheridan, 
Fox, and Cuiian, And Bums, the Baid of Nature, states, that 
in a sodel; of this kind in Tarbotton, he first felt that he pos- 
sessed something Uke genius. The bumble village of Craw- 
fordsdyke has done more for literature than Greenock ; though 
we are not to suppose that Jta» Adavt could have had any op- 
portunity of catching the breath of inspiration from the soaiG« 
now alluded to. Her song of " There's nae iuck about the 
house," is a fine composition ; it is one of those lyrics which 
have immortality stamped upon them. Some friends of the 
poet Mallet very injudictously attributed this as a production of 
his pen, because, forsooth, a copy was found in his own hand- 
yrriting amongst his papers. So would many have given Loid 
Byron the credit for writing Wolfe's noble " Lines ou the Burial 
of Sir John Moore," from the fact of Medwin having heard his 
Lordship recite them, and his having stated the belief, in -his 
" Conversaticws," that they were his production. Both Malfet 
and Byron were rich enough in fame ; and, from weighing every 
argument in &vonr of Jean Adam, she is aa much entitled to be 
considered the author of this song, as Wolfe was, as the writer of 
that beautiful ode. It is strauge that many, like this poor 
female, have given hut one single gem to the world ; and that 
that stray efiiision has borne their memory along the stream of 
time, while more ponderous works have sank for ever in its depths. 
Bums envied the author of " Keen blaws the wind o'er Donnocht 
head;" Lowe wrote almost nothing but " Mary's Dream;" Her- 
bert Knowles his " lines in a Churchyard :" but the fact is so 
obvious, that it is useless to go farther. As little ia known of 
Jean Adam, perhaps the following biography may not be out of 
place: — 

" Har fklhcr nu ■ alilpDualer tn Cartidykc, sad the was boin thm about 
ITIO; Hit produetloiu prove that her Edaeallon mntt bara omnpnhaBdad 
rtadliv sod wilUnci iba mntt bare learned nwdle-work too, fai that wae 
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•fttnraiAi ma of hm MMtreat of nbtirtiBoe. Now, Acm thru bnnAei, 
thoagh lfa«f may be Ihooglil a MMit; adocfttion by pcopla of tbe prewDt (fai 
r«al] J formed the whola ooona glrtn U> ray mpeclBbla lidlai in bar time. 

■■ Sha fbr aome tima aupported henelf bj bagpiof ■ dar-acbosl, In the town 
or Csrtadrka ; mod aha waa In the pnctlca of (l*liig bar Mrrioai oooadookUy, 
U naedle-wark, la the neicbboarii>( famillM. A tklant for making ilium, 
aapaelall; In ■ wbdud, would in thoie iMj% natnnllf be looked apaa iritit 
•oae degree of wonder, ij the iohabltanta of the (mail town where (ha jao- 
dlg J llTad, Jean'i reraaa ware, tharefon^ much admired b; her fHandi and 
mcqatlntancea ; uid tfadr flattery encoareced her to pnneoate her ftTooTila 
amnnment, and to na^eet the mora aolld tndnatry m which aha oii|kt to hmn 
daptndod for evpport. She oollectad her poama, ud h*d tbem pnbllihed bj 
lubacription, la a *maU dnodeelnio Tolumo, printed at GUacow, by Jama* 
Donean, in the year ITSi. They are dedicated to the Laird of Cartobiun; 
their ■oceea doea not leem to luTa been rery freat ; tm there la a Hat of anb- 
•criben prefixed, amonnting only to 1S3. In eonaaqucnce of the dlaappidnt- 
ment, ahe exported a laixa bale of the impraMion to Boaton, in Amatleh 
which wai at that time the wont market In the world, cTen for good 
poetry : and Jaan'a havlDf no quality to attract the attanUon of the pnbllo, 
remained Dnaold ; and aba mlaaad the foldan Itarreat that aha bad Gindly antl- 
dpated. 

"Poor Jean Adam labenrcd nnder a DerrouattD^bUIty toasreatd^iM* 
It led bar into vary (t«m extraTaganoe of condaet, of wbioh Mr. Cromek baa 
orilaeled tbe foUowtng Inatanoee; — One day aha told her icbolara that dw 
tnald read ona tf Sbakapeue'i playa to tbem. She chose Otbdlo, which abe 
read with uncommon pathoa ) and at the end of It aha waa ao alhoted that Uw 
f^nted away. On another mbmIob abe told ber aoliolara, that faavlng real 
CUriaaa Harlowe, ihe fait loeh a deep Intereat tn It, and each reverence for the 
anthw, Mr. ^obardaon, that aha had determined to walk to London, to pay 
bar paraoual reapecta to bim. Tbia romantic Joomsy aha actually performed 
In aboat ila weeln, and then returned to ha aohod at Cartsdyke. 

■■ Sfao wa* a very piooa woman : ahe treated the ehtldren who attended Imt 
agbool with great landemeea; and aha waa moch beloved by ail of tliem. Bat 
heTitrBnieenthadBamprovedfataltoberaamfart andropectabtUty. Whether 
aha gave np her icboal in a freak of extravagant adventure, or whether It 
dwindled away from her neglect of It, it doaa not appear : bat far aome time 
aha led an aaeettlad life, wandering about, and living npon the bonnty of bar 
fiienda. Some time afler the year 17C0, aha came bagging to Iho hooaa ofMn. 
FoUarton, who had formerly been ber poptl ; and tboi^h a little reouinl^ 
pride made her at Brat refuie some artidca of dreaa that ware ofhrad to haff 
yet the afterwarda ratomod and accepted of tbem. 

" Her end waa each aa might be expected from tbe itate of beggary to whiell 
ahe had been reduced; aa the fbUowliig eztraota from tba iMorda of the Poor** 
Houae of Glaagow will ahow :— 
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• GlaigBW, riwn'i Ha^Aial, 2d jipril, 1T6S. 
■ Admit Jmd Adam, ■ poor womui, a itnuiger ta dlslrtM; — forsoma time 
hu ihe beea wsoderuig ■beat ; the cam rrom Gncnock, recoainicnd«l bf 
Bamitm Giay and Millar.' 

< Glaigaw, Toim't Hatpital, Wi April, 1766. 
' Jean Adam, tlie atraofer, admitted on Tneaday tha Sd wrrcDt, diad on tin 
fcdlowliig day, and bnrtod at the hoose expeiue.' " 

la science, the only institution connected witli Greenock is 
that established for mechanics in 1824. For the two first sea- 
sons it went on prosperously, but of late there has been a cou- 
sidenible lukewarmness on the part of those attending ; and last 
winter the lectures were discontinued. ,In connection with' this 
institution is an ezcelient library, and a number of valuable phi- 
losophical instruments, with apparatus for illustrating the sub- 
jects treated in the lectures. Those who have g^ven lectures 
here were mostly uatives of the place, or residing amongst us. 

Greenock abounds with societies of all kinds, for the reUe€«f 
those at home, and for sending aid to foreign countries. The 
first is, the British and Foreign Bible Society, which has three 
different branches, or penny-a-week auxiliaries. There is a 
branch of the London Missionary Society ; a Gaelic School So- 
ciety ; a Female Missionary Society ; and one lately established, 
called the Home Mission ; as also the Society for aiding the 
Jews. There is, for the relief of distressed females, the Female 
Association ; the Old Man's Friend Society ; and one for tuding 
the Destitute Sick. Independent of these, there are a number 
of Trades' Societies, which give aid to sick members ; as also 
three Mason Lodges — viz., the Greenock Mount Stewart Kil- 
winning, No. 11 :* the Greenock Mount Stewart Kilwinning, 
No. Ill ; and the Greenock St. John's, No. 176. 

The character of the people of Greenock stands very high ; 
the superior ranks are considered intelligent and well-bred, as 

* A braoch of thi* Lodge wu eatabliehed Bt Aleppo, by Mr. Drumniand, 
bie Majeety'e CodsuI. Thli gentlenUD, wba wai a nativa of CoitbI, had a 
feneration for vrbat he call) " bii belored Greenocli," which neither time nor 
change could ever eff.ic«. 
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well as kind and hospitable to strangera. The middle r^ka are 
thought to be also well-informed, and to possess a pretty accu- 
rate knowledge of the events and literature of the day. James 
H(^, the poet, has often acknowledged that Greenock was the 
first place in Scotland that received his works with a fnendly 
feeling, and spread their fame abroad. The poet Burns, who 
was only once in Greenock, had the satisfaction of finding his 
works whererei he went ; and it ia well known that Greenock 
was the first place which commemorated his birth-day in Scot- 
land. It was also the first which commemorated the birth- 
day of James Watt in the United Kingdom. We have already 
spoken at considerable length of the loyalty of the inhabitants. 
But it was a considerable sacrifice of religious feeling, which 
compelled them, on the lath July, 1777, to cause the drum to 
beat through the town on a Sacrament Sabbath,* for men to be 
uirvlled for manning three privateers to protect the trade. A 
writer in the Scots Magazine for September 1777, thus alludes 
to this somewhat memorable fact : — 

" In osnuqacDce of tat expraa which was recetred od tba ISlh, infarmlng 
llut nrentl veuela bsTe been taken hj prorlaeial prWateen, so itationed io tbe 
moaA of the rirer that nothing can paistbem, ag such as attempt to ruo tbej 
■Ink, — the Gxinell met jtaterday; and have resolyed to lit out three venela, 
one of 16. ODe ol 14, and one of IB gnni; for nhfcb purpoas a lubscrlptioD 
paper iroi set a-gaing about tireWe u^dock ; and about two o'clock, when it 

oame to be lubscribed bf Collector P , with whom I woa then in cumpaiif , 

I obKmd no len thui L.S900 aubBCribed for. A committee is appointed for 
■uperiatindiag the equlpmeotj a commodore and captaini are alreulf named; 
■ad though this be Sacrament Snnda;, tbe druma are beating for seamea to 
serve for one month tmlj, hj which time it i< expected that goTernment will 



■ Up to this period the Sacrament wae diapensed bat once B-ye«r, and then 
at m<^ times as the parish minister thought eonvenlent. In the March fol- 
lowlnt, arrangement! were made to hare the Sacrament twice a-jear, at the 
periods now in lue; and thie was done In order to meet the conrenieitceof the 
formere. Remooitraacea bare been lately made againat the present time, 
March and Augnat, in consequence of (he number of vends sailing, and tiie 
eoDsequent tfelaf which takea place. Thia should auiely be attended to, oa the 
commerce of the port should not suffer, when another time may be equally au. 
swerable to all. 
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•MidanNdnwditodctflbeeMK. AbMl 100 nUonmalreadjMiltitodi 
600 tuai atMinu ■raeome down from DnmbartoD ; «Dd jiaatj of starat tsd 
HnmaQillon. Til* Tuwli nro ilnmij Ttctuallcd ; and tbi nilon appcor ao 
keen {or tha expedition, that. In caw irf Balm weatfaar, thej' are taking planlr 
of oaraonboaid." 

A striking proof of the quietneu of the inhabitant^ may be 
found in the fact of no military being ever stationed here, ex- 
cept vihea some emergency bsa called for their preaence. It has 
been confessed, however, that when mobs have assembled in out 
streets, though this has been seldom, that they have partook 
much of the character of the " Porteous Mob" in Edinburgh,^ 
determined for the time, bnt socm over. The most serious was 
die Sailors' Riot, of which the ftjlovring account is g^ven in the 
Scots Magazine for June 1773 : — 

"On ThnTads;, March 4,* agnMrnunberof aallonMMHiUidstGTan- 
oA, and, In a rlolaai and diiorderlf manner, pemsptnrlly Inilited for an in- 
creaee of their mgei, which the merchanla declined compIft)i[ with, «B they 
haTe alreadf Irom fonrtaftTo shllUnp per month more thui what la Kivevln 
any other port In Britain. The maglatnta and MTeral of the inhabitant* 
were at the (reated pain* to etuiTinee them of the Improprialf of their con- 
duct, and the bad coueeqneDcca that might reenlt from thdr penlitinglo It; 
DotwithatsndlDg which, they next day were more oDtnfeod*: and having 
obliged the reet of the nilora to Join them, Aey went on board all the aatwvd 
bonnd vetieli, itrudt their tapnaata, locked op the pabUo eail-lofta, hlndarad 
the loading aod luiioadlog of any reeaali, and put ao entire atap to all manner 
of buiinen at the port, parading the town in a hoatile manner, and threatening 
and pnnlBliing iBcb •ailon *■ refused to Join them. In order to aaaiit the cItU 
power In patting a atop to sDch Illegal proceadingi, two oompaniee af the Idlh 
BegfmenI marched i^m Glasgow for Granock wa Sunday momii^, March 
7th ; and the same evening •ami of the iohabltanta iecured four of the rinf- 
leadara, and delirered them orer to the curiody of the military, who were ln>- 
medlatciy inrreunded bya vaat munber of the lallara, and moat Inceaanlly 
pelted with atone*, brleki, &e. The migiatntB* H>In naed their Dtooat ^ 

• The Ibllnrlng Ttrj ntramllBuy Ikct Dconiied tUi uiaa jttt :— A youna mai^ to t&* 
■eabdnsn;, umed Black, to aiveiiniiKe died of i hJ(h (»t*i at Onoui^ dcob Tiutfv 
OeWhntt. RenqMiled, aDUilied,ItaitibeBAnibouldnM beuUeil dOMOEUI hk 
Irt)ndi.BlDawon. Bl^iiahliDiKpieL Bk ludj w« cmlail to Dnnoai « nundai fiiL 
kmlnRi uxlwUleaiMici/lilivBiUidnBtbecDqae, BDillikii«tlMlut&Rnl], to her 
nnxiw. as weU H that If HDal vecUliai, hi rarlred, eallad ftr a driok If walar, wbU «H 
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Ibrti to pranll apon tbe nob to deairt ind dltpan*, bat wItiMM dhot, ttr Ottf 
■lill eontinoed throwlDf stanu, bottJct, &&, both at the migiatraK* knd mill- 
Urj, who were at lait obliged, in their own defence, to Are, whenbjr two 
women wr« nnloekll; UUwl, and a man and a woman wounded. The mob 
th«n gave inj, but liiwnMed agidn in ptater nnmbere, about nliu o'doek, 
tbraatenlnc to horn tho boaee* of the nugbtntei^ and the ahip* in the herbonr, 
If the priHtaera were not immediately dellTered ap to Ibtm, which wai ohd- 
plled with. Thej were joined the next da; bj abont two handred iailor* from 
Fort'OlufDw; after whUh they were atill mora daijipg ; added new artlolea 
Uthdr pvpoaali, and refused ta aeoept of their former demand. On thb more 
military were applied for ; and (wo troope of drafoona had arrived to aaaftt 1b 
qaelllng the mob ; bat tlieir aaiietance wae nnaecessary; for, by the aeUrltyof 
the grenadier* and light Infantry of the 15th regiment, on Thartday, March 
12th, abore forty of the rioter* were aeoored. Upon eumtnatiaii, they wen 
dinhaed, exeeptlng twanty-fonr, ■oppoeod to be the chief aetort in the mob ; 
and, on Friday, the magiatnlea of Oreeuack, Mtended by the principal to- 
hahitanti, irithoat any of the mllitarjr, want ont to anch of the Bailor^ aa kept 
in a body ; when the Utter, obeerrlng that their behaTionr was dleagreeabla to 
tbe townimeD, (orthwlth dlapereed, and moat of them ntomed ta the reapeo- 
tlTO ahipa tbay blianged tot" 

tbg Meal Mob, io 1786, showed much determination, though 
OB this occaaioD the female part of tbe communitjr were the piin- 
cipal actors . 

Rather an unfavourable impresBiou has been made on tiie miodB 
of strangers, aa to the correct morals of the inhabitants, from 
the Dumber of public-houses in our streets ; every third or fourth 
door, in many places, haTing to tbe name of the occupant this 
appendage — " licensed to deal in British and Porugn Spirits :" 
and the number of licenses annually granted for the town being, 
in 1825, 1228 — and in 1829, 1118. The decrease on the num- 
ber issued has arisen Aom tea and tobacco dealers having given 
up ; as, on the whole, those granted to beer and spirit retail«« 
have increased.* 

Mow far the imputation is corret^, it is difficult to say ; but 
if the lower orders did not give considerable encouragement to 
these places of resort, many of them would soon be abandoned. 

■ The only other dntte* ooUeclad by the Exdie w* on tbe numuiaetan* of 
eryetal, uap, && ; and theaa appear, in IBES, to bare been, along with tlM 
Itcenaes, fSlJUX, and In 1889, £24,43!. 
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It is a pleasing trait, however, in the character of the inhabi- 
tants, that a due reverence is paid to the Sabbath ; though pro- 
bably this is not so much attended to- as it was. Notjnany 
years ago it was imposubieto walk the streets about nine o'clock, 
on the evening of that day, without hearing the " sound of praise 
from kindred roof;" and the herring vessels* laying at our quays 
sent forth a similar sound of worship at the same hour. 

The want of public works, or rather of cotton manufactories, 
has been much felt, as regards the rising generation. Boys are 
often found wandering about the streets and quays; and ip many 
instances get into a careless, idle kind of life, which injures their 
future prospects. It is to be hoped that puUic woriis, through 
the means of the Shaws Water Company, will soon spring up 
amongst us, and give employment, not only to them, but also to 
delicate females, who are unable to work at a more laborious 
occupation. 

In common with most of the towns in this country, Greenock 
has a Saving Bank, where the poor are enabled to lay up their 
earnings, and keep them entire for some future emergency. By 
doing this, when sickness comes, they are not altogether unpro- 
vided, and thereby much misery is prevented. If, in place of 
iiequenting the pubhc-house, the money to be spent was put 
aside in this way, our poor's rates would soon diminish, the 
comforts of the people would be bettered, and our nation's best 
defence, viz. the ordinary classes, would take their stand, as 
once they did, as the pride and glory of our country. 

It has been stated by many, that sea-port towns are unfavour- 
able for the encouragement of manufactures, except what merely 
belongs to the ftimishing of ships and other stores connected 
with the sea. This assertion has been long exploded, and it 
only requires talent and enterprise to succeed as well here as 

* A Terf iDBdeqnate idea can new ba rormcd of the niunber of thcM vonela 
vhich frequcDleil tlie port ; OD lh> ITIh June, 1TTB, no leu thnn 73 vessels left 
tbs faiirbaar for the fiihing. Immense ihoaJs o( herrings were taken betwlit 
Greenock and DombulMi, and at the mouth ot the GairliKh. 
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any other place. The priocipal manufacturea in the raeaatime, 
however, are, in a great measure, connected with the seafaring 
life. 

Among the irideBt establishments is the rope-work possessed 
by the Hessrs. Ramsay, near the old hattery. It was begun by 
Robert Donald in 1726, and was in different hands till pur- 
chased by its present possessors. Besides Ibb, there is a vari- 
ety of VFoiifl, wha% excellent ropes of all kinds are manufac- 
tured. There is the Gonrock Rope-work Co., as also Messrs. 
Qtuntin Leitoh & Co., Messrs. M'Nab Sc Co., and some smaller 

In connection with these, Messrs. Ramsay, and M'Nab & Co. 
■naonfoctare sail-cloth ; the latter of whom have erected a large 
mill for this purpose on one of the falls of the Shaws Water. 
The tq>pearance of this building from the water near Oammell's 
Point (formerly known as Garvel Point) is very interesting. 

Ship-bnilding, from an early period, has been carried on mth 
great success; but previous to the breaking out of the American 
war, almost all the large vessels belonging to the Clyde were 
built in America. Peter Love was the first in Greenock who 
built a square-ri{^^ vessel ; this took place in 1764 : she was 
launched near the spot where Messrs. John Maclellan & Co.'s 
countinghouse is situated. Walter M'Kirdy built the next, the 
same year : she was launched from the shore at the bottom of 
Chaiies- street. Both of these vessels went to the West Indies. 
Shortly after, Jdin Scott (fattier to the present Mr. Scott) built 
a la^ vessel for the town of Hull, most of the limber for build- 
ing which was got from Hamilton , The building-yard of Messrs. 
Scott & Sons is allowed to be the most complete in Britain, ex- 
cepting those which belong to the Crown. It has a fine extent 
of front from West Quay to the termination of West Bum, and 
has a large dry dock, which was altered lately to the plan of the 
new dock. All the stores and different lofts are mtirely walled 
in ; and, independent of the building premises, they have an 
extensive manufactory of chain cables. The number of vessels 
laundied from this place has been very great ; but the largest 
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ever built here, or in Scirtland, was the Caledonian, of 6S0 
ti»i>, in nOi, foi the purpose of Bupplyiog the Royal Navy with 
masts, &c. 

Messrs. Steele and Carsewelt b^;an baMoesa at the Bay of 
Qnkk (formerly known as the Bay of Wkk) In 1790. The first 
vessel built by them was the Clyde, commanded by the late 
Quinlin Leitcb^ Mr. Carsewell took a branch of this basinesa 
to Port'Glat^w, where he died in 181&, at wluch time tj>e part- 
nerah^ was dissolt«d. During this ctq)artnery they bnitt 24 
■quare-rigged vesaeb, and 11 fbre-and-aft-iig^ed vessels. One 
of the former class was the Bengal ; which vessel was lauadted 
ID F^. 181&, and was the first veEsel built in Scotland for the 
East India trade. Messrs. Robert Steele & Co. entered tbe pie- 
sent premiaes* at the east of the town in. 1816, and have built 
30 squue-rigged vessels, and 14 fore-and-aft-figged vessels. 
In April, 1826, they launched the United Kingdom, which is the 
largest and most sfdeudid steam-vessel built In this country. 

Messrs. R. & A. Carsewell commenced in 1816, at the Baj of 
Quick. The first sqaare-rigged vessel buib bf) them was the 
brig Maiia ; and the largest launched there was the Clydesdale, 
of 584 tons. 

Messrs. William Simons & Co. began in 1817, (near to R. 
Steele & Co.) Thefirstvesselhuilt by them was the brig Chiivr 
tiaua ; and the largest the ship Madras, of 6&0 tons. Since the 
time they commenced, they have buUt 13 square-rigged vessds, 
3 lai^ steam-boats, and 5 fore-and-aft-rigged vessels. The 
whole tooDAge of these vessels, British measurement, amwmts to 
6,220. 

Messrs. M'Millan & Hunter's buildiug-yard is situated still 
nearer the west. They lately built the bng Borealis. 

Boat-building used to be carried on along with the other 

* In th« nm* place, abont fiftf ysan ago, • Mr. RiiUdaj had % bnlldlnf- 
jardi and woi lucceeded by Alexaudir M'Kechniai Bnd DaTld Fartaraad 
Mr. MorgRD, Alexaoder U' Arthur aod Mc. Munn had a buildlag-plaiw nnr 
the Wut Church ; aoil, long prior to (hem, waa Dnncaa Smith's bailding-yard 
at the Rae-and. 
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tmuiches ; but, f(H a number ot years back, has been alnort a 
separate branch. The boata of Mx. Huwmi Niccol have baei 
long (eaaed ; and the most of those which have won the pricea, 
during the regatta nces, have been built by bim. Hr. Niccol 
gives an accnrate idea of the number of boats he has bailt, by 
mentioning, that they would now reach about 24 miles in lengAi 
— Mi. Nicol H'^col also carries on the same bumneas with much 
success, and builds excellent boats. 

AaothetproiBinent branch of onr manufactures, is sugar re- 
fining. This has been carried on with great success. The chief 
markets are Ireland, North America, and the Mediterranean. 
Ilie »tuation of Greenock is peculiarly calculated for this busi- 
ness ; the raw material being brought to the door direct, — ^The 
fallowing are the different houses employed, or that have been 
employed, in this trade : — 

The first sngariiouse built in Greenock stands at the foot of 
Sugarhouse-lane. It was built about the year 1765, by Mr. 
Mark Kuhll,* for a company, of whom a part were gentlemen 
in Gta^ow, and was an extensive undertaking for the time. It 
was enlarged in 1798, and is now the property of James Ather- 
ton, Esq., liveipoot. 

"Hie second sugarhouse was built, or rather a good substan- 
tial dweUing-bouse was altered to a sugaihouse, at the head of 
Sugarhouse-lane, in the year 1788. The partners were all of 
Greenock. This house was also for two pans, and afUrwards 
greatly enlai^ed, after bang burned in the years 1793 and 1795, 
It is now the property of Messrs. M'Letsh, Kayser, & Co. 

The third sugarhouse was built in 1B02, in Bogle-street, by 
Messrs. Robert Macfie & Sons, for two ^lans. Enlarged to 
three pans in 1810, 

Fourth sugarhouse — Built at Crawfordsdyke Bridge in 1800, 
by Messrs. James Fainie & Co., and latterly greatly enlarged. 

* Tha lata John Gardner, aD|iir umpler, naa bound appnotice to Mr. 
Kubll far tmrntf-cma yeari, fourteen of which ha wrred, whim he ran anay 
from bla bondage. Mr. K. used to laf that be knew notblng of bla biulnaai 
after thia serrltuda j ao grot ma At myaterj In aufsr ittnlng at (bia pariod. 
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fllUi— Glebe SngariiouBe, builtinieilor 1B12, for two pans.* 
Enlarged, and now the property of William Ldtch & Co. 

SAxth — Angus, BalderBton & Co. built their sugaibiuae near the 
H^[h Bridge, in 1826. 

Seventh — Taaker, Yoiiiig& Co. buik their sugarbouie, aa ntu- 
ated on the last fall of the Shaws Water, east, ia 1829. 

James Fairrie & Co. first altered their Bugarhonse to work on 
Howard's steam patent principle in 1818 ; and was the first in 
ScoUaud, and the second patent sugariiouse out of London. 
Since then, all the augarhouses in Greenock hav« been adapted 
to the patent process. 

The straw-hat m^ng has been carried on succeasfuHy in 
town, for a considerable time, by Messrs. James & Andrew 
Muir : and they have done much good in employing the young 
giris, and giving tfaem habits of industry ; while, by this means, 
the female part of tb« eoromumty have been often enabled to 
provide for aged parents, to asust poorer relations, and also to 
appear clean and genteelly dressed. Greenock ia under d^p 
obligations to these enterprising individuals ; and the extent c^ 
the good they have done cannot be AiUy known. They conik 
menced the manufacture of straw-hats in 1808. The pipe-straw 
was sentfromBedibrdshire to Orkney, where it was plaited: then 
sent to Greenock, and made into hats. This manufacture they 
still continue ; and, in addition to which, they, in 1623, began 
the manufacture of Leghorn hats from rye-straw. In the follow 
ing year they received from the Society of Arts, &c., Adelpfai, 
London, " thdr silver Ceres-medal for spedmens of plait in 
imitation of Leghorn ;" in 1826, " their large silver medal ;" 
on 13th Mareh, 1827, " their laige silver medal, or twenfy 
gui&easat thdr option, for hats of rye-straw in imitation of Leg- 
horn ; and on the 10th May, same year, " their silver medal, or 
ten guineas at their option, for plait from British mal^als." In 
1826, the Highland Sodety of Scotiand voted them a silver 
medal, richly ornamented, and having in the centre the follow- 
ing inscription, in testimony of their approval of their exertions 
in the manufacture of Leghorn plait and bonnets : — 
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^Tttnfntn, 

From the Ifighland Society of Scotland, 

Adjudged to 

Messrs. James & Andrbw Mitir, 

MerchanU in Greenock, 

For having produced to the Sodety, 

of their own manufacture. 

The best specimens of Pltut and Bonnets, 

Rfode from Straw grown in Scotland, 

And affording the closest imitation of the 

Leohorn Bonnets. 

1820. 

On 10th Dec. 1828, the Secretary of the Board of Trustees 
wrote them as follows ; — " I have it now'di my power to inform 
you, that yon are allowed £28 ; being the premium of £14 
offered for Article 31, and an extra premium of £14 added, on 
account of the extraordinary beauty and excellence of the manu- 
facture. (Signed) " Wm. Arbuthnot."* 

The number of workers employed at the commencement was 
small ; but it has annnally increased, and may now be reckoned, 
iu Orkney, at about 2000, and in Greenock, at from 200 to 300. 

In 1824, they invented light elastic water-proof silk hats on 
Leghorn bodies, which, for durability, lightness and elasticity, 

* Two of tbc b&ti produced In Artlola 31 were Ifae fliust tltey litin made, 
and had itnutaed to them the fbllowinf itatameDt >- 

FartleuUr* of Mln HairUo&'i Bon- Putionlan of two Banaeti tp Ar- 

net, ntncud front the Fuinet'a tide 31, for competilion h«f<ir> 

Jonnul : the Board of Triuteet : 

Flalt,..- ...lei yards. Flalt IGljaida. 

TarnlDKv388>M)0 Turniag*,..414,TSO 

' Stitcher— Saa.OOO 9titcbe%. ...410,500 

Howi in an Inch, 9 S-Tthi. Kowi la Ba iudi, 10. 

Sold for 100 doUan. 
Bj TuTTiingi, ia meant the Dumber of straws In the «dge of the pl^t ; the 
Siiultet «:« tbeao tnmlagi taken off by the thread. 
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suipass wiy manufacture of wlk hats ^at has yet been produced. 
These hats bave met very gjeneral tq>probation, and have been 
found well adiqtted for warm climates. 

Manufsctoriea for silk and felt hats are carried on to a «m- 
siderable extent hj A. & H. Fatten, as also Blackadder ft Orr. 
The articles produced by them and Messrs. Moir are considered 
equal to the finest English m»iu&cture, and have even com- 
manded a preference in the foreign market. 

The Clyde Pottery Co. was begun in 1816. They manufac- 
tnre all kinds of goods, from the commonest to the finest tea and 
break&st services. In connection with this, a mill was erected 
aboTe Cartsdyke, for (he purpose of grinding fiints, &c,, and 
they generally employ about seventy persons. 

The Flint Glass-works were commenced about nearly the same 
period, and manufacture every description of ciystal-work, both 
plain nnd fancy, which is considered equal in quality to any 
thing done in Britain. They, as well as the Pottery, have an 
extensive foreign as weU as home trade ; and the latter supply 
every principal town in the country. 

A most important branch, though but recently established 
here, is that of the manufacture of steam-engines, &c. Messrs. 
Scott, Sindui & Co.'s is »tuated near Cartsbum House, and 
occufnes a large space of ground : indeed, this work is considered 
as complete as any in the kingdom, and to the victor has an in- 
teresting appearance. This work was first commenced by Bur- 
row & Lawson, as a foundry, in 1781. It was- bought by Wm. 
Brownlie in 17fiS or 1787, fuid continued in his possesuon as 
sucb, till purchased by the present proprietors in 1825. In the 
short period which has elapsed, they have manufoctured some 
splendid engines ; and, what is more to he looked to than the 
appearance, they have wrought well. They have in hands 
the lai^est en^e ever made, which is to consist of 200 horses' 
power, and b intended for a vessel building at Bristol. The 
number of men employed amount to about 220, while the weekly 
distribution of wages is £180. 

A little farther east ia a similar work, belonging to Messrs 



Cuid & Co. It was fint b^ua as a fonndiy in 1809, and 
extended for the purpose of manufactuiiug; machiuery in 1020, 
This work is on almost a umilar style of nu^nificence to thi 
other, while the engines which have been made here are nothing 
inferior. They employ about 200 men ; and consequently ibe 
amount of wages paid weekly cannot be far behind. To tiw 
stranger who has it in his power to visit these works, we can hardly 
imagine a finer treat. Every operati(Hi for producing that noble 
engine, which has done so much for this country, can be seen in 
a short time ; ftom the moat minute, up to the prodi^ous btnler, 
which gives life and animation to the whole. Two of the most 
spl^idid monumentswhichGreenockcaneverrear to thememoiy 
of our iBustrious townsman, James Watt, have been already 
comfrfeted ; and no where can his unrivalled skill be seen to- 
greater advantage than in the places now alluded to, which 
must have been the boyish haunt of those early days, when bis 
mighty genius was breathing itself into esistenoe. 

There is an extensive Brewery* in Cartsdyke, possessed by 
Mr. James Watt, (it originally belonged to a Mr. Knox,) which 
is carried on to a great extent. There is also another brewery 
on a smaller scale, carried on by Messrs. M'Farlane & Rodger. 
"Hie first brewery ever erected in Greenock was opposite Mr. 
Scott's building-yard ; and here the inhabitants used to brew the 
beverage which, ftom the malt-tax imposed on every sack of 
malt, gave rise to our quays, and consequently to our present 
importance. Many a one has wcmdered bow such a revenue 
oould be produced at the early pmod of 1707, when the inhabi- 
tants were to limited ; but this will cease to be- a wonder, when 
we consider that little ardent spirits were then used, and ale was 
consideied as almost an essential necessary of life. Our fare- 
fathers, in those days, discussed our burgh politics over this 
healthy but exhilarating draught ; and, having parted from each 

* The fini prime bnwery Id Greenock mi tt tbihcBdofSugarhame-laDB, 
nearly oppotlW Mmrv. M'Lelsh & Kajm't gnguhDUW. It wubegnobr 
Samael TstIot, but hai been litter); employed m • Knp-work, a banu-woilc, 
and hitly M B bslw^hooM. 
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other nith all the kindliness of peig;hbours, they, like honest 
Bonijace, having " talked over their ale," i^red in peace to 
" sleep over their ale." 

' It waa not till of late years that Greeno<^ possessed a distil- 
lery. The first that commenced was close by Mr. Hill's mill ; 
another was begun near to the low west bridge ; while another 
was carried on in Charles-street. But the most considerable was 
that erected in 1824, at the head of Tobago-street, by John Den- 
nistoun. This is allowed to he a complete work, while the spirit 
which has been produced has been pronounced of an excellent 
quality. About twelve months ago the Shaws water was intro- 
duced into the work, and has greatly improved the flavour of the 
spirit. Some idea may be formed of the extent of business, from 
the fact of upwards of £7000 bdog paid for duties annually. 

Besides the milt* for grinding corn which is possessed by Mr. 
Hill, Mr. Thomas Fcurrie has also an extensive building of the 
same kind, for the twofold purposes of grinding wheat and oats. 
Previous to the opening of the Shaws water, and to be ready for 
the first falling of this stream, the bakers of Greenock erected a 
mill for grinding their own flour. This was the first erection ever 
be^a on this extensive undertaking ; and to this spirited body 
the inhabitants are under deep obligations, for having set the 
laudable example of encouraging a company, whose future use- 
fulness to the community at la^ can be but very inadequately 
appreciated. 

Independent of the manufactures alluded to, Greenock pos- 
sesses a bottle-work ; a chain cable-work ; the extensive tan- 
works of Messrs. Park and Mr. Marshall ; two soap and candle 
works ; the steam saw-mill ; brass foundries ; sail-lofits : and, 
among other apothecary halls, there is that of Mr. D. Brown, 
in Hamilton-street, where various chemical preparations of writ- 

* The first enetlon of ihiiUod In GncDoek, wu the «rind-mlll wblcb itood 
on the dta of the Uti Mr. Oaorga BabertKii'i faonM. The old eotton-mlU, 
■boT* Clsrtidyke, ma attend to a fiour-inill, while odi for griadlD( ooni li la 
the ImmediaU neif hbourhood. A pUce wh iIh) erected ben for nunuilMtur- 
ing of DuJlMblc iron ftont old tertifn, &a. 
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ing and durable inks, &c., have been most successfully car- 
ried on. A respoDsibte person is kept here for the making up 
of medicines, the same as in GlaE^ow, Edinburgh, and Loudon, 
The Messrs. Macfie, lindsay & Co., have of late brought into 
great perfection the preservation of sahnon, in a fresh state, 
capable of being kept for years, and in every climate. 

We had almost omitted to mention the existence of a business, 
which has been one of the eaclieat, and those engaged in whidi 
have done much good, in consequence of the number of men 
employed. We mean the coopers of Greenock, who carry on a 
most extensive trade, both in the foreign and home market ; in- 
pendent of those who make barrels for curing herrings, and are 
in some degree connected with the fishing. The most extensive 
are Messrs. Jdin Buchanan & Co. ; Messrs. Baine ; Mr. Robert 
Glass ; Mr. William Chisholm ; Messrs. Abram Lyle Sc Co. ; 
Mr. Robert Jamieson, and others. All the wine merchants have 
cooperages attached to their premises. 

Printing, which was invented in 1430, and has done so much 
good in diffusing knowledge, was, till of late years, carried on 
hereialmost entirely in hand-bills, jobbing, &c. It was not till 
ITOS that any printer domiciled amongst us. This was a Mr. 
Macalpine, who was also the first bookseller. In 1802 the 
" Clyde Commercial List" was begun, and is still carried on 
by Mr. William Johnston. It is printed every Tuesday, Thurs- 
day, and Saturday. The same year the " Greenock Adver- 
tiser" was begun, and was printed by J. Chalmers & Co. In 
1817 the " Greenock Herald" was commenced by Mr. Men- 
nons; but was discontinued, or rather mei^d into the " Adver- 
tiser," when Mr. Mennons became the proprietor in 1819. It 
b published every Tuesday and Friday. In 1827, when the 
rage for cheap papers was abroad, and when attempts were 
made to evade the stamp, by printing them once a-week under 
four different names, Greenock became possesstd of one of these, 
under the name of the " independent," &e., but it was soon 
discontinued. Immediately after, another paper was begun, 
entitled the " Greenock Iris ;" hut, like its own name, became 
N 



invisible in a few wcekB. Mr. William Scott, late boc^aelkr, who 
was also a printer, was the first who printed a book here ; this 
was " Hutcheson's DisBertation," in 1810; "Fisher's Cate- 
chism," iu 1812 ; and two editions of " Hervey's Medilations," 
in 1813 and 1816. Mr. Mennona has since produced a number 
of elegant volumes. The first book printed by him was the 
*' litenry Coronal," in 1821, which has been continued ; and 
been followed br many otJier works, oi^inal and selected, all of 
which have been well received by the public. 

Many of the manufactures which we have had occasion to 
mention are but of recent date. And though Greenock may be 
said to be chiefly dependent on her shipping, yet she cannot be 
too soon considered less so, and more dependent on her own 
resources ; while, at the same time, it will make the dipping a> 
much obligated in entering the port as we can be to them. Our 
sugarhouses, for instance, employ an immense tonnage in carry- 
ing the raw and refined material. It is in consequence of liver- 
pool being, as it were, the centre of an extensive manufacturing 
district, that she has risen to her present height of prosperi^. 
It will be long ere we can attempt to rival this thriving^^ity ; 
but capital, skill, and enterprise, connected with the powerful 
(ud of the Shaws water, will accomplish more, and iu less time, 
than many imagine. This work is going on slowly, but surely ; 
and has accomplished a great deal in the short period that has 
elapsed since its completion. From it the town and public 
works can have an excellent supply of water ; the pipes being 
Itud along our streets and lanes to both extremities of the town, 
as well as through the policy. Before proceeding further, it 
may be as well to give some account of a work which has been 
the admiration of some of the most sdentific men of the age. 

The deficiency of water had been long a subject of complunt 
in Greenock; and, in dry seasons, it had to be carted for the 
supply of the inhabitants lirom a con»derabIe distance. Many 
attempta were made with the desire of remedying this ; but until 
the establishment of the Shaws Water Co., nothing of impor- 
tance was efiected. Mr. Rennie made a survey, and increased 
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the supply a little, by erecting a small reservoir near the town ; 
but it was usually exhausted by two or three weeks of dry 
weather. About forty years ago, the late Mr. Watt, accompa- 
nied by the late Mr. Geot^ Robertson, also walked over the 
whole neighbouring grounds, and gave it as his opinion, that 
nothing could be done but by small reservoirs, such as that 
afterwards made by Mr. Rennie. It appeared to Mr. Thorn* of 
Rothsay, however, that by turning the source of the Shaws water 
and other streams in the hills behind, and constructing reservoirs 
and aqueducts, the town might be plentifully supplied with wa- 
ter ; but the attempt was by many pronounced im[»:aclicable, 
without raising it over the hills by force of steam. In 1824 he 
I»epared a report, in which he stated it not only practicable to 



' In jotticata ■ pablie-ipirited gcntlaniui, ilmaf be proper hereto mantiaa 
CcrtBln circnnutaiim in oonaeetlon witb tlu origin of tlie undertaliiiiK. 

" In 18E0, when conninf Ugetltcr in Bute, and panlng nme of tlie aqoe- 
doole, Mr. George HoberttoQ meatkmed to Mr. Thorn the gmt ecareity of 
water ia GrecDeck, and aeked If ha thought a rappl; coold be proound for it 
la tht (ama waj he had lAtalned the tappl; for Botlua; MOla. Mr. Them 
replied that be bad no doubt bat ■omelhidg in that way might be dene ; aBl 
aaked Mr. Robarteon raepeistiiig the varlaai itmaia In the vicinity of Green- 
edi. Mr. Rabertaon ezpialned u to tlieae ; and mentioned particularly the 
ShawB Water, and iti loealltiea : from which Ur, Thorn infwred that thi* 
atream might be carried to Greauoek, and aald lo to Mr. Robertson at iIh time. 

" Mr. Robertum ftaiiog manlioned Ihii to amne of hii frienda, and parliea- 
Urly to Sir M. S. Stewart, Mr. Thorn waa applied to in IBEl to inipect the 
gmwodf and atreaati in tlie Tldnity of Greenock, to aseertalD the piacti ability 
of procnring theneceaaary (apply. But Mr. Tliam, Ining much occupied hy 
the water and other opuatiom at Rothiay lallls, could not then aiferd the 
neceaaary time ; on vrhlch accaant eome other engineen were employed, wlae 
reported that the icbeme wia impracticaUe. Early in 1834 Ur. Thorn waa 
again applied to ; and the operationa at Rothaay mille lietiig then brought 
near a cloaa, he made the sorny accordingly, and (a«a in ■ Report. Un- 
til Mr. Thorn had flniibed thi* aarrey, however, no OM bad the leaat idea . 
of any thing lieyand on ordinary eupply f<K GraeBOck, eave Mr. Robertaui; 
bat on the fint day of thla aorvey Mr. Thou coaamuniqated to him, anifidert' 
lial^, wltat waa likely to he the reaolt of their firat convenation on this sak* 
jeet. When, tbertfare, the Report appeared, arery onewu taken by anrprlaei 
tome were eqaally aatontihed and delighted with the praapeet ; bM mpat were 
dupoaed to treat it aa a draan. Xh« tmbU i* d«w well kMWB." 
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procare a supply Buffidtint for tbe use of the inbabitaDts, but 
alao to impel machinery, to an extent at least equal to what is 
impelled by steam in and about Glasgow. In consequence of 
tbb, a company was immediately formed, and incorporated by 
act of parliament, under the name of " The Shaws Water Com- 
pany," with a capital of £31,000 Sterling. 

For tbe information of those at a distance, as also of others 
interested, we sulgoin a plan of the whole. The description 
which now follows, showing the present state of the works, and 
their capability of further extension, is from a pamphlet entitled 
" Account of Shaws Water," &c. 

" The oompciMBtlaD merrtdr, the ■tixiliar; rcMTvoir No. 3, tb« auJn «qiM- 
duct, (MnnctblDg nori thui dx mile* in leugtb,) uid the watem lioe of mill 
lead), were finUbed emrlf In April I8S7, and od tbe 16th day of that month the 
wale)', trmn the great reserrolr, was brought along tbe aqnodnct, and down 
thli eattera line to the Baker's Mill ; which baa ever eioea been aupplied at 
the rate of IweWe hundred onblc feet per minute for twelve bonn in the day, 
agreeably to the regulationi. Other three mill uta have aleo b«en feued on 
thi* line, and tbe necaanry erectioni are in a oonBiderable etale of forwardneas. 

■■ Tbe embankment of tbe great rewrvoir, which ii GO feel higb from the '. 
bottom of the rlTolet, li now finiebed. 

■■ llde reaervtdr contain* two bnndred and ^hly.four mllUane, *tx hundred 
and cerenty-eight thoumnd, five hundred and fifty {SSi,ff!S,KO) euhie feet of 
water; and eoven two bundred and ninety-four and three-foarthe Imperial 
acres of land. 

" The compeneatlon reeervolr contains fourteen millleni, ibor hundred and 
dzty-flve IhoDsand, eight hundred and ninety-eight (U,t66fiS6) cubic feet of 
water, and eovers abont forty Imperial acrea. Its embankment is S3 feet high 
from tbe bottom of the rivulet. 

" The anxUUry reservoir, No. S, CDDtalDs four millions, ^i hundred and 
fifty-two thousand, seven bundred and seventy-five (4,658,776) cable feetof 
water ; and covers abonl ten imperial acres. 

" The other anxJllary reservoirs, Nob. 1, 2, 4, S, and 6, are now about to be 
formed, andvrillconlalnsomethlnfmore than sizmilUoni cubic feet of water. 

■' Thus, tbe reaervoirs already formed contain three hundred and three mil- 
lions, seven faondred and ninety-seven thonssnd, two hundred and twenty- 
three (KSiTW^SS) cubic feet ; and when tbe other fivv auxiliary reeervoirs 
are finished, tbe whole will contain above three hundred end ten millions 
(310,000,000} cubic feet of water. 

" Hie whole annual aapply, originally etlimated, was sis hundred milUona 
(600,000,000) eabk £Ht. The Company bava sttpalaled to aapply tbe east line 
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of rnOti with tmln bnndred (1900) eablc tttt per mlnat^ for Ihm hnndnd 
uidlcadayi (of (wclTahonn BRcb) iDtheror; and It li tntendsd to giva all 
cqoBl loyplf to the west llns: Tfais will untiiint to At* hundred and thlrt]^ 
Ats mlllioni, (is bandnd and elKhtr Ihoaiand (5SG,6SO,000) cobio feet uina- 
Bllf. TaUof tbapopoIatioDof Greaoookat Sfi/lOO, and aUowlng for eaah in- 
dltldnal two cubic faat a-dar, thli will raqnira eighteen mllUona, two hundred 
and fiftf tbouand cubic feat annual] 7 ; which leavea, of the ori(lcal lix hun- 
dred miUioiia, fortr-fin miUlona, asTcntj thoonuid (U,070,000] cubic fact an- 
nually, for the public worlu and other purpoaea. 

" The available drainage into the Tsrloua reaarrolra now formed, la abora 
leren hundred miUloni of cubic feet annually ; and it will be obaerrad that tlM 
reaerroln are capable of containing a full aupply for the whole conaumpt for 
more than dx monthi ; ao that not ouly the anrploa waten of one wet aeaaon 
may Im retained for anpplying the dry aeaaon of the lame year, but the anrplua 
of anwraf wet yeara ttorcd up to aupply a draught of aareral yeara duration, 
aboold aiub eter ocour.^jfny tUmbt qfaJuB tufgily ^ water, at all titna and m 
otfjeoanu, to an txtmt muck beyond wtat/uabeemtipuialed fir by llie Omipat^, 
u a&ogeUar out of lit guatum. 

" The water for the eupply of the mAoitlanJi, lugariearh, and othenrequlr- 
Sng pUTz water, i*o<dleotad 1ntoreBerToira,tc<a;«rtybrlAa<;iurpi)K, and u little 
«a may be of moas water admitted into them. A aeparate aqueduct haa alaa 
been mode to carry tbia «ater to the filtera, Joat aiMTe tbetown, whcreaboiia 
hu alao Iwen made, large enough to contain acpsathing more than a day'* aup- 
ply oF the filtered water. Thii aqueduct, which la fully fifteen iuchea aquart^ 
ii perfectly water-tight; being formed wlthatone, nicely Joined and cemented; 
and coats aomething Icaa than one-third the price of ■ cait iron pipe of eqoat 
capacity. Whererer the preaBure la not great, aueh a conduit ia preferable to 
•n Iron pipe ; u the waler, by pamlng orer stone, ia rather improved than in- 
jured, which la Dot the eaae with inm. In tbii aqueduct, (irhich la de^ 
•noo^ in the earth to avoid the froal of winter and the beat of aummer,) com 
poola are formed for the deport of aadiment ; it htiag dcalrabla that the water 
ehonld be aa pure aa the nature of thinga will permit before it entera the 
Sltera. 

Three llllera are now formed : each ia fifty feet long, twelve wide, and eight 
deep. The water ia made to pereoUle through them, either upwardi or dov/a~ 
watdt, alpleantrr. When it percolates downwards, and the aupply of filtered 
water becomes ■enaibiy leaa— which, after aome time, mnat happen to every 
filler, by the lodgement of aediment— then, by abutting one sloiee, and opening 
another, the water la made to paaa upwards with eonalderable force, and, car- 
rying the aedbnent along with it, faila tuto a waate drain made fw that pur- 
poae. When the lodged aediment iithui removed, and the water beglnatornn 
olaar, the direction of the aluicea is again changed, and the Biter operalea as 

" If the water nnially percolates upwards, then, aa before, when the quan- 
tity of flllwed water fUIa abort, oiM alolce la ahut and another opened, and Ibe 
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water, paMlts domwardi with eonddcraUe Ufcoa, carric* th* sedlaitut along 
with 1( lata tiM waste drain. Id either «aM tb« (ediment ie remored. unl the 
filter again at work in lca» than an boar. This mudk anoght Car dcalderatom 
In filteri haa, tberetore, at lait been ianndi and Greenock ie d«w eopi^ed 
witb abnndaiiGe of pure water, at the very low lateof 6d. the pound of rsntal, 
being onl; half the price paid in Edinbargb and Giatgow. 

" Tlie water is carried, by an aqueduct, from the river and naerralre, to a 
popnloiu sea-port town, with a redundant unemploysd ;popaIation, wher* 
loads, harboors, piers, and eyerj thing reqnieite for the moit Bxtonslve trade 
and nunofactDre, are already formed. Beside*, by thus forming artificial 
waterfalUwLadTantBgeDuigroDnda, erery loch of fkll, from the river ta naei- 
loir to the sea, la thus rendered aTailable. In the preannt can a ^U of SU 
feet has been made available, of which not nutre than SO was formerly occupied, 
01 thosgbt capable of being nsefuUy employed. Bat, beeides the inuuenae 
advantage tbua gained by increaaing the fall, a itill greater advantage Is oUalnad 
from the greatly iuoressed, and perfectly uniform, enpply of wats-. 

" It hae already been stated, tint the reaermiTs have been made so eapadooa 
ai to contain a full supply, for the whole works, for eii months ; which enables 
the Borplne of wet years to lia retained to supply the defideuoy of those that ara 
dry; and it will be hui, by the following description, that these reaemrirs, 
aqueducts, basins, and self-acting sluices, turn to accouat every drop of irat«r 
that Sows from the whole drainage, during- even the grtatett Jioodsi whereas, 
by former plane, a very large portion of thwe fiooda waa allowed to run waste- 
fully to th« sea." 

Th« various self-actiii|; sluices, which are ainc in number, 
have been all coutiived or invented by the ingenious Mr. Thom^ 
Civil Engineer, Eothsay. All we can do is merely to notice, by 
naming; the various sluices, and referring for farther particulsrs 
to the pamphlet already alluded to. Those who have had an 
opportunity of seeing them in operation, must admire the sim- 
plicity and ease with which this immense body of water is regu- 
lated. Many may still remember the devastation which was 
caused by the bursting of the dam above Cartsdyke, on the 15th 
March, 1615, when the stream, in its resistless course, carried 
every thing before it, till it almost hooded the whole of Carts- 
dyke. Here this cannot occur ; for the body of water is so kept 
in check, through the various self-acting sluices, that during the 
stormiest night, and should the "rcunsfall as it were their last," 
in silence and loneliness they would act on, with that safety and 
[HeciraM), which gives security to the district where the various 
embankments have been made. 
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" Tr> Link SLDicE.^Thb apionlus, whan pboad mi a refcrrolr tbat 
BuppUu any wnal, mill, or atber wark irltfa watar, (where the aqaediHsl ba- , 
tween the rea«rralr and lutih work is on a level,) will alwaya open of iu own 
accord, and let down the qaaniitjr of water wanted by uch work, and no 
own i lo that It nM only anpuatdea a walar-maB, but alio nna a great deal 

" Tbe WAma Sldice. — This ilulcp, when i^aced npon the embaokinent of 
any rlrer, ranal, reurvoir, or collection of water, prevents the water wilhin 
tba embankment from Tielog abore the height we cbooee to assign to It j for 
whenever It rlHs to that helf ht, the hIuIcc cpeoa and panei the eztfa water ; 
and wbenerer that extra water li pasiad, llshnts ag^n, so that, while ItaaTes 
the banks at all times from overflow, it never wastes any water we wish to 

" Thi Dodili Valve Sluici. — This apparatus anewers the same parpoae 
as llw leTor dMiee, but Is more applicable In oases where tbe reeervolr le deep, 
and the embankment Mtuequently large. It also acts as a water-sluice, by 
opening and pBMing the extra water whenever it passes in the reservoir tbe 
least abova the height assigned, and thereby supersedea ■ bye-lrad. 

" In making hydraulic axparimaDts, it will also ba fonnd of umslderable 
ImporUmee ; as, by keetdng the snrfitee of the water In the oUtem, from which 
ws draw water for the experiments, always exactly at tSie same height, It not 
only saves iutrioato calealatloni, but reikdert the retail, npoo the whole, more 

" Thi Sihglb Valvi Sluici. — Tbe coiutmctlon of this apparatus Is, to 
acme respects, umllac to the double valve sluice; but ilsappiicaUonliloiitaA* 
tioDS where the reservoir is on high groonds, and whsrs the water has to pass 
down a declivity before It la applied as a power to the milli. 

'• Tax Chain Sluici. — This appantos answers exactly the same parposeaa 
tlulast; only the eoDstrnctton Is different. 

" Thi Dddsli WxAiBia Sluicis. — This apparatus is so far similar to tbe 
laet described ; bnt it has a doable operation, tbe slidces first opeulng, one after 
another, ai the strsams increase, ontil they reach a given height ; and then 
shotting, one after another, as they cciitiiiue to rise above that heighL Again, 
wliea the streams b^n to fail, the alalces open, ons after another, until thsy 
(the itreami) fall to a certain point ; and then ag^n shnt, one after another, as 
thsy continue to fall below that point : tbesamecontinnoui rits !□ theitreanu 
flrst opening, and then ebuttlng, all these sluices in mcceaalcu ; and. In like 
manner, the sanwccDtinnooi ybil first opening, and then ahatting, them in 

" Thi SiHauE Weatrxi Sluice. — One of the pnrpoees to which this appa- 
ntui Is applicable, is to regulate the aupply of water between a reservoir and 
mill, or other works, where the fanner is at a great distance from, and high 
abOTe, the latter ; where Beveral atreama fall into the aqueduct between them ; 
and where the adi^tion of ^paratus might be CDnsidared too expendve. But 
it may also h« apj^ed to aetentl other useful purposes, aa will readily occur t« 
such at may have occasioo to adopt it." 
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Before leaving the subject, we have only to remark, that to 
Mr. Thorn Greenock is under a debt of gratitude. This enter- 
prisiDg, and, we may say, highly talented individual, has changed 
as it were the face c^ natnre ; and where a comparatively bar- 
ren hill reared its head, life, animadon, and oultivatJon are to be 
seen, ^or ages the stream sought a different channel, and 
pouted itself into the Clyde near Ardgowan. In the short period 
of two years itsconrse was entirely changed ; a little lake formed 
between the bills ; and the various streams which form this 
" .Caspian" are brought along the brow of the hill, till they 
reach Everton, and from thence ma off as drcumstances may 
require. All this has been done by a gentleman at once modest 
and intelligent ; but to allude to his talents, we have only to 
point to the Sfaaws Water, which will make his name remembered 
while the stream itself continues to esist. 

In conclusion, we copy from the " Greenock Advertiser," of 
the 17tb April, 1827, the following interesting account of tbe 
opening of the Shaws Water Aqueduct, which took place on tbe 
'pRviots day : — 

" Th* I6th of April, ISS7, will long nnuin a mcmorabla day in the aoaalB 
of GrccDocli. Hapld as wu ita adraace from the obacuritf of a fishing rillaga 
to tbe conrideratlon which belauja to the fint Bea-purt in 
iadntfaied from thi* day to exhibit a still more rapid progreHaia: 
inK towD, for wbicb it hw acquired biuliliea it did nol 
may add, which do place in the United Kingdom in 
eminent degree. 

'■ To form BD immeiue artificial lafae, in tbe tKwain of the neigfaboaring 
tiplae region*, and lead itj liquid tnaaore along the moaDlain anmmits, at an 
cleTBtioD of more than SOOftet abore tbe level of the aea, till, la tbe immediate 
Ticinily of tbe town. It ahoald be made to pour dowa a tealitlen torrent, in 
BoeceMiTe fiilii, for the Impellhig of machinery to a vait extent— this, in a few 
word*, waa the magnificent conception of Mr. Thom ; BndnaTer,'proI)>hly, did 
the tint trial of so novel and exleniive an nnderlalung demoDstrate its capabi- 
lity and entire adaplaUon to its porpoee, or excite such unalloyed and uniTeiaal 
gratification. 

" By tbe activity of Mr. James Thom, tbe engineer of the Sbawa Water 
Company, all the preparatioiu were completed, to admit of tbe water fiowing 
A'om the great reeervDir the whole length of the aqoedact, a distance of 6K 
mile*; and yesterday, predaely at a quarter to twelve, the aloiccs were raised 
by our Chief Magislrate, William Leilcb, Esq., who Immediately thartsftcr 
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mMnd a boti pr^md for Ike purpup, f ally draonM iritli fltgi, and wm 
dokWd >loiig on tbe flnt (Ida of tlu itrMm In ll« new Bad ntlflcU chnnncl. 
The itKelada of > vesad gklrtlnf the monnt&Ea's brow, ftnd tnteking tba 
■inwialtlia of tba alpine Aaln at *d gnat an slcTatlon, named the rtaUzatlon 
•f ft draam of tba wildait iancy ; anH tba eoiina of tba boat wai fidlowed by 
erowda at dali(bted apeetatara. It arriTad at ETertan, In tbe Tlelnity at th* 
town, exactly at a qaartsr to tbrea, wbera It was milTad wllb cbeer* apd a 
aalnte i^ cannon. The wato- waa than allowed to flow Into the r^nlating 
feaatD Ibr three qnartcn of an boor. It !■ at thli point tbat the itnam takn 
lU daaccndlng euane; and a anlBeianey of water bBTingbean ponnd into tba 
baiin, at balf-paat tbrea the alBtca waa opened by Sir Mlebaal Uaw Stewart, 
and tbe torrent bonnded&wn each ■neceialTa fiill, and rolled alooB the alter- 
nate lerela, witb faarrnl actirity. It waa at thli jnnctora tbat ttaeaeenebe- 
came ana af the meat iBtaraaUng and animated deaerlptlon. Tba ^ectstora, 
wbe aaooanled lo acTenl tbonaanda, bat wbo had {av^oaaty been acattend 
trrapibiTlr orar a omildenble extent of the aqaedact Una, now beeanu more 
condanaed, and moTcd onwardi aa If In prooenlon, following tbe march of tba 
eiream. In the appearance of (he aqaediHt a oomplete obanga had now taken 
pbce : wbatf a Urn mimilea before, waa a dry and unmeaBinf ebannel, exbl- 
Uled DOW an Impetoona tarrent ; by turoa a caicada eendlng up donda of 
apray, and a awlft rotling cofTcnt aeeking Ila nnqniet comae towarda tba Clyde, 
wboae ample waten lay far beneatb. ArrlTing at length at one of the loweat 
fall*, on wblcb tba net* Fbtor HlUa belon^nf to tbe Sodety of Baken hare 
been erected, the Sbawa Water no loqer dlap<«led Itidf idly and jn rain.' 
The dbaylng wheel waa act In motion, with tba flne machinery of tbe mllla, 
and added new life to the acane. A dlaebarga of cannon annanneed tbia eTenI 
also. Tba milli and franary are on an aitanalTe acsle, and the former are 
drlTcn by a water power equal to S8 honn. Tbe machinery, which baa been 
conatmctad by Mr. John Waod, eaf Ineer, la lemarkably Una, and by compe- 
tent )adcea la pvnonDeed inferior to Dofliins of tba kind In SeollaDd. Atbalf- 
paat Aror, the Sbawa Water, wbleb for agai bad diaeharged ItaelfiDtotbe Clyde 
at Innerkip, now terminated Ita eaaEarly eoone In the rlrer abore thia town. 

•■ In conoliuiaD, wa cannot help remariiing, aaamaatainguIareireimiBtanee, 
tllal the birth-plaoe af Watt aboold bare beeoma the tbiatre for exhibiting the 
earliett praotioil demooatntionB, an ai^extenalTe icale, of a great meebanical 
power, ri Tailing the ntiltty of bla own ; and been the mean* of adding another 
oome to the bright record of ingentoni men, whobaraproTedatoDee the beoe- 
&Elora of their oomitry and of mankind. " 

The valks about tiie place' are unequalled in the vicinity of . 
any other town in Enrope, and they may be had of any length. 
Tbe traveller may have mountain saunterings or level rides in 
different direcUons, and without almost ever ioaing sight of at least 
some peep of tbe beftittifnl uid picturesque scenery of the Clyde. 
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AlUumgh from no point in the neighbourhood can the stranger 
be disappointed of a charming prospect, perhaps the best is from 
the bank of the Shaws Water Canal, which haa a most inviting 
level foot-path, all along from its source MLochHiom (or what 
has been called the little Caspian) to its termination. From it 
any person of taste, should he walk along it, will derive a high 
degree of gratification. He may ascend by the zig-zag line given 
to it by the Deling Bum, for the accommodation of the mill-falls; 
and, as he moves upward, and is made acqufunted writh the 
whole design, he will become in some measure interested in the 
speculation, and not withhold his tribute of admiraticm of the 
suggestion, that first led to the accomplishment of bo magnifi- 
cent an undertaking, by enterprising individuals, in concert with 
the lord of the manor. 

Who could have supposed that a water, apparently not at all 
having such an elevation, and stealing along, in its lonely course, 
through a mossy wild, at the back of a rugged range of hills, 
scarcely known but to the solitary angler, could be brought to 
glide six or sevm miles gently along their edge, and to pour 
down, from its heathery eleratiod of 600 feet, bo many powerful 
and foaming cascades ? 

When he has got above the mill stations, and entered upon the 
path, the fasianating panorama w'ill then be seen spread out be- 
fore him in aH its varied grandeur, and cannot fail to arrest his 
Attention. On the east, his eye will be carried far away up 
through the (^annel of the Clyde, over an interesting landscape, 
till it is lost in the aerial perspective of Ae sky. Sweephig it 
hearer on each side, the broken descent of the land in many 
places, which are euricfaed with woods and gentlemen's villas, 
slopes to the edge of the river, and ofiers many beautifril Welches 
to the pencil. Port-Glasgow and Greenock on one side, and 
Dumbuck, with the ancient town and fortress of Ehimliarton, on 
the other, will particularly attract his notice. But, as he carries 
the eye n6Hhw8rd, it is met by the endings of the Grampian 
chain, where Benlomond and Benledi, with others less high, 
become conspicuous objects, and g^ve a peculiar interest to the 
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s«ae. Aa be moves wertwaid again, the tusiultiioiia graudeur 
of the Ai^lei^iie m^iuiitains {Hcseot themselves in ali their higk- 
laod majesty. {lere &n<l thaiv. the different locfaa are seen 
fihoodng away up among them, and from tbeir Bbiaing surfaces 
reflect their dark shadows, which, to those unaccuatomfid to 
su^b romantic prospects, must be peculi^ly pleasing. As he 
turns southward, the land is eeen to flatten ia many parts, and 
to break into points and islands, diversifying the pictare. AU 
tlie way downwanj, tbf mind, if indulging in reflections on Ibp 
active pursuits of man, wiU find much entertainment, on seeing 
so many vessels, of all sizes, pursuipg their vaiiout courses on 
the water, from above Dumbarton till where Ailsa is seen far, far 
away, like a solitary watch-tower guarding tbe entrMce of the 
Clyde ; and here and there the steftm-vessels make their 

" ClrcVllB |wldl« ply, 
Aud und thalr ttaoij pcnnaau through the Aj." 
A veiy agreeable and jMctuiesque walk tuniq to the right at 
the hw Inuakip toll-bar ; and, after ascending to t^ elevation 
above Caddel Hill, the residence of Alexander Thomsou, Esq., 
it commands a beau^ful prospect. Immediately below, and on 
a fiue risJDg ground, stands Mr. Heron's Observatory,* which 
was erected in 1819, for the purpose of accur^ely finding the 
time. This was in some measure indi^nsable ; for aa chrono- 
meters were becoming more generally in use among tha Clyde 
' navi^t^M^ than hereti^ore, it consequently became a matter of 
iRap<vtance to have a citable building, with proper iustrumentsi 
in order Ibat t^e rate of going of these valuable machines might 
be determined in the most perfect manner. Considering thia 

■ Tba fint obumtury In GrMoock wm irccted behind the Slid Aiiib 
Church, and contains tlie reqaliils inBtruniaDU for abKrTaCioD, &e. Tbi* 
place luu been lued u sach by Mr. Colin Latnont, a highly merilorloui gen- 
tlBnuD, wtoiraitbcflntteMihBrarDevigMionlD Greeoock. Mr. Ryder uid 
Ur. Lyon are theprewiittet^ui oriuTigMiwi, aodwe bighly oreditabla lor 
their theoretic uifellu practical fcnowledgs of thia braooh of education. B^ 
(ides tbeobeerratoriei now alluded to, AJr. Clark, watcbmaher, has errctBd a 
{dace in Cathcart-iireet, behind bii shop, which, nilb b tranait and iitrone- 
mical cl«ck, aDiirva very wall ht the rtguhting of dmnomaten. 
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erecUon to be an ol^ject of public utility, and intinulely con- 
nected with the coromennal interests of the port, the late Sii 
Michael Shaw Stewart granted to Mr. Heron a smtable piece of 
ground, free of the customary feu-duty, and subject to only a 
small rent. 

T^e building is of an oUong octagonal fbnn, and has two 
apartments. The eastern o&e is the observing-room ; in the 
middle of which stands one of the pillars that formerly sup- 
ported the ancient West Quay Shade, but which now carries 
a transit instrument. Besides the transit and a circle — both 
made by that unrividled artist, Trongkton — the obeerving- 
(oom contains a sidereal regulator; a three-and>a-half feet 
aduwnotic, and a uk feet Newtonian telescope ; a comet-glass, 
wind-dial, and ali the usual appurtenances of a properly fur- 
nished observatory. Tbe regulator has an escapement of a 
peculiar constiuction, which, as it offers no resistance to the 
aaoent of the pendulum, may be reckoned perfectly detached. 
Our celebrated townsman, James Watt, when he last visited 
Greenock, examined it, and pronounced it to be different fnm 
any he had seen . The western apartment is occupied as a library 
and sitting-toom. 

The building wBa«carcely completed when the comet of 1810, 
which excited so much attention, appeared. Observations were 
mmde here on it, as early aaatthe great observatories of Europe. 
These were continued as long as it was visible, and the results 
appeared from time io time in our Local Joiunal. Since then, 
the ordinary work of the observatory has been carried on with 
little interruption. 

It has been acknowledged by every traveller who has visited 
Greenock, that for varied beauty of scenery it b almost unparal- 
leled. There is not a height in the suburbs that does not afford 
a panoranuc view of su«h a charaeter as to call forth the admi- 
ntion of every one not absolutely dead to the lovely picturing 
of nature. Accordingly, the observatory, being placed on an 
eminence at the south-west quarter of the town, commahds a 
IHxwpect in the highest degree interesting ; and of which some 



n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 



100 

idea may be formed from die annexed view, taken by an artist 
not insensible to the beauty Which he has delineated. 

On leaving the observatory, and walking along the ridge of 
bill till above Gourock, the prospect widens and varies at every 
half mile. It is never seen to such advantage as at the dose of 
the day, when the descending san br^hlens and gilds tte ridges 
of bill on the oppodte side, as wilii a stream of gold. You are 
particularly struck with the pointed hill known as Benarthur, or 
the Cobbler, which rises near to Arrochai ; and, stretching away 
furtlier to the ^west, the Duke's Bowling-green is exceedingly 
marked. But the moat m^estic of all is the high and noble- 
iooking hill which divides Lochgoil from Lochlong. This hill 
can be seen at an immense distance, and can be distinctly ob- 
served from Arthur'ti Seat and Edinburgh Castle. Looking 
farther down, the shores of Cowal, with their heath-brown hilis, 
darken the atmosphere ; while Dunoon and Bute are distinctly 
vbible. But the prospect — whidi is here seen in all the variety 
of mouQtun, lake, and river— is at once bounded by the huge 
hills of Arran, which seem standing in sullen grandeur, gazing 
on the beaoMul scene. 

Another delightful and no less varied walk, commences about 
the spot where the frontispiece, or eastern view of Greenock, is 
taken. In ascending this hill, in almost a direct line, all that 
we have already stated can also be seen. But the prospect be- 
comes more ample, as regards the scents up the Clyde, On ' 
reaching Corlic top, the view is truly enchanting ; and though 
only 800 feet above .the Isvel of the sea, gives an esceedingly 
fine outiine of the hill of Ardmore, Gairloch, Lochlong, and all 
the surrounding objects. Going farther back, there is a bill, the 
top of which is called Prospect Point ; and from this elevation 
portions of the shires of Lanark, Dumbarton, Stirling, Argyle, 
Ayr, and Bute, while the wat«ra of Locblgmond, and part of one 
of her many fine islands, can be seen. To direct the traveller 
to every object worthy of regard would be tedious ; and he must 
be cold of soul who can range along the bills of Greenock, with- 
out being more than struck with the glorious sight which every 
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where <^>eiis upon hiiu. The lover of nature's be&utiea haa every 
where the sublime and beautiful ; and on lookbg down ' at the 
bottom of the bill towards the south-west. Loch Thorn displays 
its infant pride, as if it had been one of those lakes which 
nature planted in its " bed of bill." 

It is nid that these hills abound with copper ore ; and at a 
place called the Cove, a gentleman of science commenced, at aji 
early period, the searching for this and other precious metals, 
which he declared the bill to abound with. About 1781, the 
labourers who were collecting the various springs reached this 
place, and discovered several implements hitherto unknown, and 
which were seen by the late Mr. Crawford of Hillend. It is said 
that government interfered, and put a stop to the work. Tradi- 
tion also says, that there is a subterranean passage made, and 
by search wilt be found to exist, under the upper terrace, where 
Watt's monument is to be fixed, communicating to that shaft or 
mine. A company, at a later period, began (he search fsyr cop- 
per ore; but this was abandoned, from thejscauty supplies which 
they got. 

In 1767 the first search for coal took plaoe, aad about five 
years ago various bores were made to a considerable depth ; but 
the chance of success was so very unfavtwrable, diat it was 
abandoned. In regard to minerals, the Rev. Mr. A. Reid, in 
bis " Statistical Account," published in 171>3> says, — 

" with rapMt to fonila, lb> parlifa of Gneoock, u fur u bu becD bitlwrto 
diMOTcred, affordi none (bat are an; way rainu'IuiU*. AbiDf tbe coait, frec- 
Uoii*,moMl;Df a r«d colour, and Mnnetiia<abeaatifallfvaiiii(ated witb tt^B- 
lar^MHa of alJKbtgn; colour, aocB^auBlly Iniermized wltil a groit Tiriety of 
what ti called wa-pebble, of dlBersDt ibi4»a and huet, ii moct eaaunoii. Tba 
itrataorthisatonaaa the abon, and a gr«t way aUm it, aa If 11m Taalta of 
cBTemi below tbem had aome time failed, ere rery Irregular, ecarcely ever 
horlHiatal, hut dipping or incllnlf^Ht-dlffereDt angle) to every dlrecUon, sod 
eblefly towardi the umth. Llmnlane, thoqgh much naeded for ballding, sod 
impraTement of eoaraaitilT grounds, haa only been of late diHOTcrcd, and but 
in amall quantities ; nor is it of tbe b<M quality, being mixed with a oonalder-^ 
able quantity of sand. Parther aearcfa, it la to be faoped, will be rewarded with 
better iiieceas. In tbe steep banks of some of the nnmerons riTuleta from tb* 
hull, and in » thick bed of adiktus, there apptarsa thlawBin of il,dlTMtdiiito 
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piwiM abMit the tin of a nun'* bead, and of «zo>U«at quality. TImw, aa Ihtj 
fall, (lor the expenta of (round and labour would far eicaed their value,) are 
carefully oaliected, and uied irlih good etleet by the attentive Jarmer. 

" Wbethar It ivould be adviuhle to make trial for coal Id any part of the 
pariah, tboae akllled In that bniineaa will be beat able to determine. Fiomtha 
vaat quantity lUed In Greenock and INirt- Glaagow, and annually exported by 
the merchaou of both placea, a man of that neceisary commodity would, it la 
ETldent, be a aource of great wealth ta the propi^etor, and a very great beuefit 
to the Inhabltanla of these tonne, and the plocei adjacent. In digging pretty 
deep Weill, he, there have occurred etrata of earth, clay mixed with ■helh, 
aea uad, gravel, freeatone, wbio, &c., but no appearance hithertooftbat valu- 
able foall. Thehills,for themott part,aeem tobeamasaof whin, verycom- 
pBitt and Botld In eome parta; in olbera, especially toward their euoimila, 
ehlnky and friable. Id not a few placea, the rocka seem once to have been In 
a atate of fuaion, and loeae atone* acattered here and there, exhibit to much the 
appearance of the einders ofasmltby furnace, thai there can be little doubt of 
their baring undergone, aome time or other, the action of fire. What mluerala 
the Greenock billi may contain, li not known. The deep chaBma made in 
them by aandry rivulets, wblcb, after heavy ralni, descend to torrents, have 
been carefully examined. In the drought of summer, the loose atonea, pebbln, 
and aaud, in the channel of tbeae atreama, have been examined by tbe writer 
of this sketch ; but excepting Ironstone of a poor quality, which is frequently 
found, and a little copper rarely In freestone, do metallic aubatance has been 
hitherto dlacovered." 

Of the soil he also ohserrea : — 

" The soil, close upon the shore, la, In general, very li^t, sandy, and tbll of 
gravel, requiring frequent gfaowen to pmduca tolerable pasture. After real, 
however, and the aid of a little manure in fa>onrable seasons, eea ware, fbr In- 
stance, of which fcom time to time, by strong westerly and oorthsrly gale^ 
there Isao imall quantity thrown on tbe shore, It produces very good crops of 
oata and barley; and (which annually become* a graat ol^t of culture) largs 
quaiitiUet of potatoes of the beet quality. In the ascent, to a conaldsrabie dis- 
tance from the flat ground on the abore, there occur soils of varloas kinds, 
earth, clay, till, &c Farther up, and towarda the aommlt of the hilla aean 
from tbe ahore, tbe sail tor the moat part is thin, in some placa meesy ; the 
bare rocka here and there appearing. Un tbe other side of tbsa* hilla, except 
a tew culti rated tpoU In the aaeent to and on the banks of Grife, heath, com- 
monly Inll, and ■ coarse bebty grass prevail." 

Since the period this vas written, lahom- has certainly done 
much for the soil. We have aa beautjful and fertile spots as can 
be found any where ; while the BpecimenB of flowers, fruits. Sec, 
M reared in the open air, and exhibited at the hOTticultural so- 
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cieties, an not only ne&rly as«ar)y as other places, but of equal, 
quality and beauty. — Mr. Reid goes on to state, that, 

" Tba aacnltiraled pmrt af tha parith aflbrd* puture for UrcIe csttb Mint 
sheep, and ibounda with the dlffenntaoita of game common in thla partof th« 
countrf ' In acvere and continued rroata, vaat flucka of wJld ducks repair to 
the frith for their aobaLstenee, and in snow, soiDetlnieB large flights orroolis 
freqnent the shore. The food of t|ie former h long graaa, for which thejr diTa 
to ■ conaidenble depth; of tlM iatter, vaUt or periwinklea, which, bailDg 
Tviaed abont fiflj feet, Ibey Jet fall among stonea, stooping inatsntly »f(er tbvtc 
prey. If the iball ia net brahe, they lift it again and again. Their toil ia 
amazing, and thdr g^o Tcry small, where there istamocb wind h orriea the 
wiHc oat of ita perpendlcnhr dlrectiao, Fnoda In this bndneM, aa waH «a 
in (hat of building their neata, are attempted among them, which, when dis- 
corered, meet with Inslaot and condign puniibment. 

'■ To this, and other hinte of natura] cnriositisa in tha pariah, given aboTO, 
aereial othen migbt b« added. From the seooptng of the rocka, for instance,' 
a good way above high watermark, the fine poliab of the grarel, and ahella of 
the tame kind with those wbicb are at this time found on (he ahora, it is ctU 
dent that the sea has greatly receded- The contexture of sea-pebbles, aa they 
are ealled, wbiiib are scattered on some parte of the ehore, and aome prettj 
large bloeks of greyiih whin, acarcely yielding to any force hot that of gnn- 
powder, aod in texture perfectly resembling Shakespeare't ' nnwedgAfale and 
gnarled oak,' it will not baeaay to account for, on the priniuplaa of any of those 
theoriea of the earth, which in aucceeaioa have been, wilb lo»muEh Gonfldeaeei 
ushered Into the world. Though tome of tbs springs, with which tha Green- 
ock failla abonnd, are, In some degree, Imprfgnated with Iron, In genera] they 
emit the puiMt Water, wblch Is collectad into anndrj reaernoira, and thenM 
condoeted, tn leaden pipes, to the different parta of the town. In widening 
the creTlco of tbe mcka, from which tbe water laaues, one ia sarpriaed to ob- 
Berre sometlmea ten or a dozen frogs of different sizes, and of a dark colour, 
forced Into day by tbe increased atream. Whether they were natives of the 
place from whence they came, entered In tbdr tadpole atate, or booq after, itia 
certain, that If the opening had not been enlarged, they eoold not have gone 
out ; and It ii remarkable, a circumatanee on which one mlgfat moralize, that 
alT of them make the utmost effort to return to their cold dark dnngeon." 

The communication nhich Greenock had with other places, 
till about 1812, was with sailing packets and coaches. Six 
coaches used to run regularly between Greenock and Glasgow, 
independent of the tedious passage by covered boats, called 
" fiy-bDat* f but which used often to occupy a da^ and a half 
in what is now done by steam in little more than two hours, since 
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the introduction of steam-boata, the first of which, the Comet, 
appeared on the Clyde in 1812. Thia was the first built in the 
kiogdom, and plied regularly between GlEtsgow and Greenockr 
The person who built this boat waa Henry Bell, who, we are 
happy to state, has at length been rewarded according to bis 
merits, by a pension from government, as wdl as private dona-- 
tions. The steam-boats which now ply upon (he Clyde are 
numerous ; and some of them built by our ship-carpenteis here 
are truly beautiful models, lliey, as well as our ships, are ad- 
mired wherever they go, for the fine taste which has planned 
and exeeuted Uiem. The lai^;est steam-vessel built, and cer" 
tainly the most beautiiul, was the United Kingdom ; we have 
already said she was launched from Messrs. Robert Steek & Co.'it 
building-yard. The next in size was The Chieftain buill 
by R. & A. Carsewell. It was from this port that the first 
steam-vesseia which navigated the open sea between Dublin and 
Holyhead, were fitted out, and subsequently those which rua 
betwixt the Oyde and Mersey. Steam-vessels leave our harbours 
regularly for Dublin, Liverpool, Belfast, and Derry, independent 
of those which call at the intermediate ports. In 1827 the num- 
ber which plied was estimated at about sixty, and in 1820 they 
certainly have not decreased. 

in bringing this work nearly to a close, we cannot but allude 
to the only institution in Greenock incorporated by Royal Char- 
ter, and which has been the means of doing much good to the 
trade of the Clyde, from the attention which has always been 
paid to communications, &c., emanating from this body : — 

The Chamber of Commerce was instituted in 1813 by a Royal 
Charter. The first directors were — 

Alexander Dunlop. John Denuiston. 

James Leitch. James Watt. 

Archibatd Bainc. James Ritchie. 

John M'Naugbt. James Kippen. 

Robert Ewing. Gersbom Stewart. 

Hugh Hamilton. , John Dunlop. 



John Buchanan, jur 
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Hie object of tkis instkution is to coBsider of, and s)igg)est,' 
such plans and systeDU as maj' contribute to the [»^tecLioH and 
improvement of tbaae branches of commerce and mmmbctuiea 
with vihidi they may be connected, or think conduciye to the 
iBtemt of ifae country. 

The labours of (his society, which have been considerable, 
embrace a great variety, of businesB connected with pi^Iic affairs, 
or with the peculiar coacents of the trade of Clyde. 

An important class in every community are liie medical prae- 
litioners ; and here they stand very fai|;h as to profeswonal skill: 
and acquirement. The following ars^the naMes c^ those who-, 
practised here, irom the eaHiest period to the time of Dr. 
Ewing:— 

Dr. Cunningham, who survived the two following, (Mr. W. 
WikoB and Mr. Love,) died in 176S. Mr. Love published a paper, 
endtted "Observationson the Effects ofLignumGuacum in Can- 
eer," in the dth volume of the Medical Essays, printed in 173S. 
Sb. Wilson was tatber to- Mr. Nathan Wilson, who succeeded 
him in practice, and was himself succeeded by bis son William. 
Mr. Gavin Fullarton died in 179d ; and Mr. David Colqaboan 
iq 1807. Di. John Colquhoun succeeded his father, and died, 
in 1817- Mr. P. Bruce, and Dr. Ewing, both died ycHing. 

The fallowing are those at present practising here : — 

Andrew Hill, M. D. James Mackay, M. D. 

John Speirs, M. D. John Speirs, Surgeon. 

John Simpson, Sui^eon. David Patrick, Sui^eon. 

J. B. Kirk, M. D. John King, M. D. 

Ninian Hill, M. D, Frederick Gordon, Sui|;eon, 

Archibald Robertson, M. D. John Hull, Surgeon. 

William Tbrner, Surgeon. Charles Auld, Surgeon. 

The writers in Greenock were, for a number of years, united 
into a society, by the name of ' ' The Society of Writers in Green- 
ock ; and, upon a branch of the Sheriff Court being established 
in Greenock, they obtained a Charter, or Seal of Cause, from the 
late Sii' Michael Shaw Stewart, incorporating them, under the 
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name and style of " Tfae F«cirit} of Procurators in Greenock." 
Tfais charter is dated 29th Jan. 181C, and undet it a Varietur of 
bye-laws were made by the faculty, as to the admiastou of pro- 
curators, yeaiiy contributions foe the support of widows, &c. ; 
which were acted upon until within the last two or three yean, 
when, some of tfae members becoming dissatisfied with tfae regu- 
lations of the faculty, the widows' fund, which bad been accu- 
mulated to about £600, was latterly divided ; so that the society 
nay now be considered as virtually dissolved. The faculty had 
a good law library, which is still supported by a great m^orily 
of the procurators. 
The following is a list of writers at present amongst us : — 



Robert Steuart. 
Wm. Ken-. 
Allan Swan. 
John Lamont. 
Geo. Williamson. 
John Dunlop. 
Arch. M'Kinnon. 
John Pa ton. 
David Crawford. 



Sam. Gemmell. 
James Turner. 
Arch. Yuill. 
John Black. 
Dav. Glassford. 
Wm. LiddeU. 
James Turner, jr. 
Andrew Ingles. 
Crawfurd Muir. 



W. Johnston. 
Wm. Currie. 
Jos. linton. 
Bobert Blair. 
James Speirs, jr. 
James Dunlop. 
William Service. 



The ftdlowiag facts connected with. Greenodc have been diro- 
nologjcalty arranged from 1730 to 1802 ; and though not em- 
bodied in the history itself, may be of sufficient consequence to 
interest the reader. It was intended to bring them down to the 
present time; bnt as this would cause repetition, it has not 
been done. 

1739^— DnadFoI harrinarH, wkm U v«Mh wen driten on ihen, ud gnaTM- 
wl, tha Happr UdIoti, cui irith lueh -rloUDce aboTi H'Gllp'i Point, 
(Op«n Sbon,} m to kneok dewn lbs gibla of ■ Mn. V«ir'> bonw, wbila 
tba &milj w«ra at bnakbit. Thli ocnarred on IStb Jauiury. Firaboati 
amoggling breDdy wen ca>t on ahore, and all handi periahad. 
I74B.— General Campbell Mdcn Iwdre pieea* of culDOB, to put Intararjr ia« 
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ISdi Ju];.— £llnbilb On arrlnd ftan Uwlaix. Saw an IrUb wbarrr 
landSOnbtlofflEm; who, onbditglaiidad, weragneUAbr thapopniaoa 
with " Viv* 1« Roi," Imagining Prinoa Charha to ba of the pany. Titejr 
immediately nngi " -ittd a-t^gmg u« muti go." 
AnfDit. — Every honx In Omnnck Harehed by canitaMis, In esnuqumce 
at InAtrmatloa being lent to £dlnbar|h tbat Prince Charia ma here. 

ITSO. — On tbaSOthof Januarr, theyhBtl the higbeat tide at Greenock tbat bad 
been known theae 6ttj yean. 

1761— 4iOth JaDuarf. A duel faiight btshind Mr. MbeBa's (DgarhonH, between 
Lieutenant LeEge and Mr. Rnaael, wben tbelattur was kJIIrd on Ibe apot. 
Hii Majnt; gave tbe Boyal a*Knl to tbe fullowlng Bill on tbe SSd May :— 
*' An Act far levying a dut; of two pennies Scots, or a eixib-part of a 
peunj Sterling, on every Scots pint of Aleand Beer, whicb shall be brewed 
for aalo, brongbt Into, lapped, or sold within the Town of Oreenock, and 
Baroniea of Easter and WesterOreenoek and Flnnart, and liberties thereof, 
in Uie County of Renfrew; for repairing the Harbour of tbe said Town; 
and for other purposes therein mentioned." 

naa.—OelobeT.— There was, about the middle of tbe month, the largest take 
of hcrringa ever known off Port-Ola^^w and Greenock. Above SOO 
boat! were employed in tbat fishery. Tbe fishes (ame up tbe frith in such 
■hoals, lliat, In one morning. Captain Noble, of I'srin, caught In bla jare 
to Ibe value of twenty guineas and upwards. 
East and Mid Quay first causewayed. 

nso. — Wdght* for weighing tobaoeo got from Bristol, and a tax laid upon each 
hugbhrad to defray expenses. 

ITST. — Damage waa done In several places, on the evening of March 23d, by a 
■torm, accompanied with thunder and lightning. At Greenock sevenl 
vessels were drove from (heir anchors, and stranded. 

I7S8.— IJiedat Greenock, 1st July, Captain C. Craig, of the Ingram merchant- 
man. As the ship Betty was Bring ber gum on her arrival from Jamaica, 
Captain Craig, then acddentally walking on Ibe quay, was unfortunately 
■hot through tbe belly by the wadding of one of them, and died In an 
hour after. 
J760 — Edinburgh, PeimarygS.— This morning, an express from Captain Hay, 
regulating captain at Greenock, advises, that the French squadron, under 
M. Thurot, left lalay on 1'uesday, and on Wednesday entered tbe frith 
of Clyde, where they cruized for some time, and at last, upon a signal 
given, bore all away for the Iriah coast; adding, (hat Lieut. FBterson, 
whom he had despatched in a wherry to observe the enemy's motions, bad 
sent him notice, that on Thursday morning he came up with their squad- 
ron on the Irish coast, and saw them land at Carriokfergus a number of 
men, to the best of his obtanration not above 15D0, nor under iOOO. 
The Ingram, Campbell, Irom Lisbon for Greenock, with wine and aaJl, 
taken February SOth, near Ailia, by M. Tburot. llie captain and craw 
were put ashore at Carrlckfergus, and the ship sent for Bergen in Norway. 



n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 



117 

On M*yEO, tfasoorpMof th*lat*Dakiof Argflaarrircd at GrKUOdifram - 
LonduD } and on Tbnndaj morning, Maj SI, wu patan board thtbirge 
of Iba bnllf, wblch wu decsiated with lUndirdi uid CKUtehwDS, and 
tha Brmorlkl bmring* of the famllr- llie ba^ wai attended bj tbIrte«Ri 
other bargH, all pnperlr decorated, in which wtn tha relationa and 
friandt of the family, who attended tbaeorpaeto Kilman, tha barlai-placs 
or the family, where it wa* depotiled. During (he whole time of the 
praceaion Ihli day, mlunte guoa were fired from Dumbarton Cuatle, and 
Inaa theablpaat Greenock and Port-Gla^ow, and on the riier. The 
proeefaioD hy water wa* peculiarly grand and aolemn. 

1T0&. — Great diitreoa, lu caniequenca ol' the high price of meal, whan the Ma- 
Rtatrates and Seiiiona pnrchaaa for the poor. 
Merchaota agree to pa; one biUpenny on the hogabead of tobacco, ta keep 

abeda In repair. 
EMntur^, Uardi Sa— Yertarday, Matthew Jadi, cooper, and Humphrey 
Ewing, porter, both in Greenock, were tried before tbe High Court of 
JuaClciary, for abatraeting the King'* weight*, and aabatltaliiig light 
weights In tbe scale, at weighing tobaccos for exportation, thereby to de- 
fraud the revenue in the debenturea to be granted on exportatiMi. - Ad 
nnanimoaa Terdict was returned, finding them guilty. 

]166.—Sqilember 4.— The accDunti wa had formerly from Captain Altken of 
Irvine, and Captain M'Cunn of this place, of a annk rock ntar tbe entry 
of the north cbannel, are now confirmed by Captain Dnnlop, of the Bogle, 
who arrived this day irom Virginia, and glvea the foUowEng aocount :— 
lliaton lbeS9tfaull., about four In the afternoon, he fell in with a email 
rock, beniing N. about a quarter of a mile ; and, hy the bat compntatlon 
they could make, Isy abont 60 leagues W. of FlUlDghrad, on the west 
coaet of Ireland. Jta top Was ragged, and aiuut the length of the abip'a 
kael, and appeared about seven or eight feet above water; and, by an ob- 
servation they had that day at noon, iraa exactly In the latitude of SS de- 
grees. They had a brisk gale at WNW., running alz or seven knot*, 
when tbey lostsl^ht of It, which was In twenty minutes. It bore NW. 
by W. diaunt about two-and-a-half miles. 

I7S7. — jtfay SS.— A few days ago, some people In this place. In eaarchlng for 
eoal near Gourock, discovered a promUng vdn of copper ore, a little ta 
tfaesouthwardof Sir John Stuart of Caatlemllk's bouse; several pieces of 
which they have brought hither, and, hy acbemtcal operation. It proreato 
be very good. Aa It is found only two or three feet below ground, it I* 
iuagloed that what they have seen is no more than branches from an ex- 
tensive mine, lying seemingly In a direct line from Kempoch Point, near 
Goarock, to Longcraig, upwards of a mile aonth-east. 

ITJ3. — On Wednesday morning, January SO, a dreadful hurricane, accompa- 
nied with a little rain, did a great deal of damage In several places In Scot- 
land ; being the greatest that baa been felt since the high wind In January, 
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driiWD uhDre and bilged, and Mma lira loM. 
17r<.— Town «aMrimpriumdaDddinkUHd(i)ialla'rb«*IirtwnvUMpa. 
Bttillc GsuBall WTltM Lord Cathcut to fctUw MaglMrUn nade JBKiac* 

iStf]urttm and CoumU wrila Ixrd Catbiart, to koow ths trntk <if a Col- 
botor lod CNnptroUn bOag appolDtcd km, aikl if it will b* pr^JndloW 
to ths lutarMti of th« part. 

March 86. — Na(witbMaiidlD| tb« dMartiuion Id Anwrln, tlia ^rlt ofcmU 
Kntion Mill uukappllf prevails, llila week a osndderaUa mnaber or 
Ubouert and owful laecliaDia tram Moataitb, Hippta, fta., Mena of 
them memben of die Ferdi and 8llrUB| Compaoy, an gotie dnm to 
Qrnnock, ia ordar to smbiTk Cta Satth Annin. 

Abodt (be end of Maf, four Tweele, contolaiiif about 700 oniliival^ nlled 
for Amerka flvm Fort-Glaifow and Ontamk, mon of tbam Ovrntha 
North Hictalaod*. 

June t.— YeMerda;, bofore (ka nllli>( of the MoniiiUa fw New Yarit, the 
aOceraaf tb*BuM«audlTe«edtba«micrantaofall tbdrire anaa, airard*, 
aad dagger*, bafora tbey went on board ; by whfdi pmdeot coadoe^ tha 
ownen and frelghton of tka Ttto el iMre aaTOd fiam the paialtlae Inflieted 
bf (he AetSD Qto. 1 1., fer cspartiag •»■*, gonpowder, fto. 
177e>— Additioai made to Wot Burring 'greond. 

A akip aalltd Utoly from Ortaao^ for Amok*, with iboaa, atoddi^B, 
plaida, bdta, fee., for a rfgimaotof amlgranta saw ralaii^ bjgannament 
!■ America, tobe(ialledt]M"fiafalHl^lBfd£i»ilgraato." Coata,in», 
and ammunitiDD, are aeat from LondoD. 

Abont tba middle of January, a ge*tnHneDl agent oootraotad wllk aom* 
merchanta of Glaagow and Creanaek for upwarda of TODD tona of ahlpplng, 
to sarrr troopt to Amarioi^ and far badding, watar-caaka, bntdiar-maac, tte. 
im.— Tfaa Katla, Captain Clarke, and Ibe AIIm>b, C^lala Jamiaan, two of 
(he three armed *eu«U fitttd out at Graenaok, put to aaa on th« IMh of 
July, aod returned on tha astb, kaTiag aean nooaof tbapiiTataan during 
tbvir eriiiae. The third leHal wai laft behind, owlog, It la aald, to a 
troublaaome fellow to whom iho belongadi wbo wai golDg to run away 
with bar, aftor the aomiulttaa had manned and fitted ker conipletaly. 
1778. — Many towna in Scotland, on aooount of tba remit of the Amtrican 
Coloniea, a ia iattd In promoting the reoTultlni aarricc, by offarlog bountiea 
to paraon* reding within their Ilmlti ; aoma llmlled as u time, and ■■ to 
oertalD oBcera with whom to enliat. Amongat thaae wai tba town of 
Greanook, which offisrad two gulneaa a man for the Athol Hlgblaoden, in 
the compaoy of Lord CaUicart, or that of bia brother, Hr. Cfaarlea. 

Plfty-alx Freooh i^iaooan, tha crewa of prixea which bad boM carried into 
Grreoockby ScoUiah privateer*, arrived at Gla^ow on the leth.-Bud at 
Edlaburgh on the S3d of Noventber, tinder a guard of tlie Weatern Feo- 
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elUw. TBwjl wtf IndciA' li^ spartENnH flttwl up ttr tWm la Ed'mbargh 
Cutla. 

On iafarmatlaii that our enemtiB InHaded ta iMilrtM tfaa w*M aoail, a tnla 
oi artlllary — fl*a Dloa-paaDdara and two ■ix-pouDdara — wai iMit from 
EUinbuixh CaHle for Gnnauk, Sapt. fitb j and £00 lOiill ■nni, with Iha 
Ukc DumbaT of eaiiouoba-boxaa, fco., te arm thi InhaUlaiitaor ttiat toirn 
irbo TolunUrilf offared thalr aervioaa. At tha anna tima, icTcnl bodUa 
of troapa marcbed ts tba laBui placa> 

Bofora the middla of Ottobtr, ulna pritstaera fitted oat on tha Clyda had 
■ailad, and flva nor* wan almoat Teady to Mil!, cvrrini in wbola opirarda 
afaOO ptBaaod SOO nao. 
LTTO-^IIafiitntca wid Tom Conneil moat atranuoiul; oppnaa the CaOolle 
Claim*. AftervraiHla Lord George Gordon Tiaited GtmiiogIe, and reseirad 
A gold box for bia ■xBrtinu- in that CMUa. On tba night of faia aoqalttal 



1711— Walla Brat opined on a Mr-i»j. 
l«a)pa flrat llcbttd. 

ITein— Paita(e of a lijigle letter (rem Ediubuifli to Graenock, timapanob 
Od Fiiday, April S3, ware committed to tha tolbootli of £dl&bur|b, bf 
warrant of the Judge of the High Court of Admiralty, Jnmaa Hodman, 
John M'lvar, Mid Areblbahl M'Callami merohaBIa in Greenock. Thay 
•re aoouied at Ihe ioatance of Robort Hunter, Ew|., and olbera, under- 
wrilara in London, with wilfully and feloniaiuly linking or dutroyJng 
oaH^n ibipi at Ha, apon which Mr. Hunlar and otbtra bad underwritten 
ranaUerable aoma ; and tai whleb affeoeae tbeH gentieniBn maaa to bring 

Ihani to trial capitally hefora tba Judge Admiral .'I'bcy ware found 

gnilty, and pilloried at Gla^ow. 
The Gaxatle of ITth July conlaloa notioa, that Inlbnulian baa been trana- 
, miUad by Ifae Court of Krance to tha Secretary of State, that laveral of 
bia Britannic MiO«<'r'* rol^Mt* w* dMalned in Fnuee aa boataps Tm 
payment of ranaonu. Notice ia given, that inaaicaBcb lanaom billasra 
not foTlbwilh dladta^ad, proaaooUon* will be commeaoad in Ibe Court of 
Admiralty agalnat all maatara, ownraa and othen, unjuatlj rafuaiogor 
neglecting to pay tbaaanu of money atlpulatad Cor relief of tboae nnfarta- 
iiate paneaa, wbo have aaf«(*d *d long an bnpritaament. The following 
an tbe ibipe bcloaging to Greantuk oontaJned in thellat:— 

Sbkp* aod Cmplitns. Flflce. HDitagc fUOHiD Sum. 

Foniludf, Johuatcn Crernoek C.Kennedy liOO Gulneaa 

John Crawford do. D. Whit* SO do. 

Bell Baiiga do. A. Stewart SO do. 

1T8T. — August 81.— Tha take of berrlngi from tbe Garrel Perch to Plnlayiton 
Point, and even to Dambartou Caatle, I* amazing, alnce the ISlh inaUnt. 
They are ipld from elgbtpenoe to one ahllirng per bundred, for aoltlng, and 
for (be red-huring houaeat Ganroek; and the dealen In herringi coma 
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down fatra, and salt np vast qnuitltlM in oranca and lemon boxm, whlcb 
&ay carr; through the country on earu for aale. 

im. — On the Slit March tlw «blp Brunawldi mu launched rroiti Henra. 
ScDtt & Co-'i buildlng-TBrd. She meaanrea ahout 600 Una carpenter's 
toDnage, majr txnf about 1000 tons real burden, and is aappoeed to be the 
laifeM Tenet bnilt In Scotland >inc« the Union. Sin li buUt Air the New 
Brunswick and Nora Scotlatndc. 

ITOS, — The foilovrlng siofnlar excuraion wai performed b; Captain M' Alpine. 
— He let ont from Greenock in a small boat with a parly, aai s^led np 
I«ehlon(; and bsTinf got tbclr boat carried over in a carl, about two 
miles from the bead of Lochlong to Locblomond, niled down tbe Locb 
and Water of Lcven np to tbe Broomlelaw of Glasgow, and retoraed eafe 
to Greenock. 

17S0. — Tbe itorm on Saturday, the SSd January, was uncommonly serere on 
tbe west coaat, accompanied with Tcry high tides at Greenock. It was 
•ccompanted with a freal deal of thander and lightning. None of tbe 
abipplng, howerer, we are bappy to say, sulfered any damage. For two 
daya propone tbe tides Were remarkabEy hlgb, but on tbe SSth there was 
tbe highest ever remembCTed. All tbe quays and breasta wen eorered 
oompletely. and tbe dry dock waa filled by the overflow of tbe waters, 
Tbe Dutch frigate, Jason, mounting 86 guna, with upwards of liOOmen on 
board, was on tbe 8tb init. brought into Greenock by her crew, who bad 
put their officers under confinement. This frigate is part of a Dutch 
squadron which sailed from the Tnel in February last ; bat, haring met 
with damages, waa obliged to put Into Drontheim to refit. A great party 
of the Sutherland Pendblesha>a marched from Glasgow for Greenock, to 
take poisesslon of the frigate. 

IIS9..-A dreadful fire broke out at Greenock in a sail-cloth maker's, on the 
lOtb March, which did grrat damage. Beddea the bouaea, upwarda of 
600 boUe of wheat, 100 punobeons of rum, 400 bags of augar, and many 
other articles, were ooneomed. 
JprU 1.— Tbe two O'Connors, Dr. M'NiTen, and the other stale prisoners 
who arrived from Ireland a few days ago, were escorted from Greenock, 
on their route to Fm^George, by Major Hay and a detachment of the 
North York MllMa. They are twenty In all,— sixteen from Dublin, and 
four from Belfast. They areiomplelaly cropped, and all wear moiulaobes 
in tbe French style. 

1801.— Such istbedoariihlngiliteartbe commerce of tbe Clyde, that there 
were employed In tbe trade et Greenock alone, in the year ending Bth 
January last, I73,S51 tons of shipping; and tbe rerenue of customs for 
the same period was L. 180,311 la. 8)(d. Sterling. 
Tbe population of Greenock In IBOI was 1T,4SB. 

1802.— Tbe population of Greenock increases so rapidly, that notwithstanding 
the many new buildinga, many poorrfamJlLefl eould not procure honaesat 
this term, and hare been obliged to take up their abode In bams and out- 
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Mr. Nmt, Meniber of the French NotionEJ lottttatg, arrtnd at OrMoock 
lut week. He i>, ire nodenlaiid, preparing for the preea a " Natural 
Historroftha HerrlDg;" and tbeol^jectof hla iWt to Greenock ig tondd 
to hie stock of knowledge on the subject, by eonTereing with Mr. Hugh 
Crawford, wboee known BtteDtlon to the biuinen of the Seberln pointed 
him outaa well qualified to furniih the deilred inforniMion. i 



llie documents connected with this history having been 
nearly exhausted, it now only remains to give a short sketch of 
the various pleasure tours which can he accoinplished in a short 
period from our harbour. And there is scarcely any situation 
round about more centrical for embarking on a tour of pleasure 
for two days, or as many weeks ; while the convenience of our 
inns, and their excellent man^^ment, ensure every comfort. 

The first of these is the delightful excursioit to Helensburgb, 
the Gairioch, and Roseneath. The usual way is by steam 
to this faahioDable watering village ; and from this you can 
walk up the banks of the Lodi to the Row Fsrry, and fram 
thence cross to Roseneath. The scenery Irom this extensive 
peninsula is of the most sublime description, (X)mbiDing, as it 
does, many beautiful scenes of high cultivation i all of which are 
bounded with a ridge of finely marked hills. Before leaving this 
spot, it is worth while visiting^ the mansion of the Dnke of Ar- 
gyle. Though in an unfinished state, it has still a princely ap- 
pearance. The nest tonr to LocfagoUhead and Arrochar can be 
accomplished by Dumbarton ; and by embracing this route, the 
Vale of Leveir, with its winding stream, and the exquisite scen- 
ery of Lochlomond, with its many islands and lofty Ben, can all 
be seen. If the traveller wi^es to extend his journey beyond 
the day, be can turn to the right from luversnaid Mill, and from 
thence visit the old tort of hiversaaid, as also Lochariiil, Locb- 
catharine, andTrosachs, with their rich and unrivaUed seenery ; 
and from thence continue the route either by Aherfoyle, or by 
Lochs Achray and Venacher, through Callender on to Stiriing, 
which can be accomplished in ahoirt two days. The route whick 
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turnB fh>ra the left at Lochlomond, is s narrow stripe of land, 
whidi divides its waters from fbose of Lochlong. Haviag; reached 
Airochar, here the scenery is of the wildest descriptjon ; and 
Benarthur lifts its alHupt top towards the west. The sail down 
Lochlong is trnly interesting ; bat probably the best winding up 
of the tour is to proceed through Olencroe on to inverary. This 
leads through that bleak and barren vale, with its ragged erags, 
till you reach Lochrestal, in the vicinity of which is a stone in- 
scribed with " Rest and be thankfuL" Proceeding onwards, the 
road varies, and assumes ao interesting appearance, till you 
leacfa Ardkiuglas, and from this cross Lochfioe to tnvenuy at St. 
Catharines. The pleasure-grounds around ^e Duke's castle are 
extensive and well planned. The hill of Dunicoich, which stands 
behind the castle, has a fine a|^>earance. The castle was begun 
in 1745, and has been mudi improved ; and is well worthy of 
being visited by the stranger. On leaving laverary, the nmte 
can be pursued down Lochfine, and along the picturesque scen- 
ery of the I^les of Bute ; <« from Strachur on the oj^ioeite side, 
aloi^ Lochecki till you reach Holy Loch. 



The woik is now brol^ht to a dose ; and though it embraces 
but a diori period, has many facts which may be interesting to 
those who are natives, residing here or in a foreign land. Many 
of these particnian have been gleaned from old inhabitants, 
who still remember the banning of almost all our streets, and 
when not a single spire ta «talk reared its head. The diange 
has been wonderful ; and to those who, ^ler thirty years' ab- 
sence, have again visited their early Ecenes and schoolboy haunts, 
the effect of all this has been almost overpowering. That love 
of country which is the distinguishing oharacteristio of almost 
every Scotsman, in whatever clime, or under whatever circum- 
stances thm lot may be cast, u considered very powerful in those 
who have left our sfaOTes, and, through various ciiCumsHacw, 
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been compelled to seek we&lth and honours in other lands. If 
these few pages recall to them any Uiing of the past, or stir 
up a kind remembrance, one object of this book has been ac- 
complished. And to those who remain, none amongst them can 
wish more fervently for a union of feeling, in looking to the in- 
terests of the community, and to the growing importance of our 
nadve town, than the comjnler of these pages, who now con- 
cludes this history in the beautiful lines of Sir Walter Scott : — 

" BralliM thm At naui, with wal m doul, 
Who nercr to btmielf hath ntd, 

Thl( la my awn, my mtlTa Und! 
Whou b«ul hath ua'cr within blm hurn'd, 
Ai borne hii fbotttcp* be hath tnm'd. 

From mwdcrlDi on > foreign strand ! 
ir anch thora breathe, fo, auak him well ; 
For falm DO Minstrd laplorei awdl ; 
High thoogh hia tlllcB, proud bti nama, 
Boundlau bl* wealth aa iriah eao daim ; 
Deapite thoae title>, power, and pelf. 
The wreteh, conceatred lU in eelf, 
LlTlnc, (ball forfeit Ur leoown. 
And, dwiblj dying, ahalt go down 
To the Tile dnat, from whence ba apmng. 
Unwept, uuhonoat'd, and DDaong." 
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NOTES. 



NoTi 1, page 8, llos 6. 

Thi derintSoa of the narae GamrocK l« from ■• Chalmen' Caladonia." 

Mr. Williaauan bu wrltMD an Inganions letter, prevlag ihat " Graendg," 

maaulDf a aon^ bag, I* Uia frtiftt dcHTStlan. la tkli he has alto Ihaaudia. 

ritr Bf Mr. Bald, In the •' StatleUaal AoeauMt" ami thh b pnAablf the 



NmC, p««etl. 

An aoconnt la flna of the poor') r«Cn for I8i0. In Ur. ReUI StatiaH- 
Eal work are the foItowiDg remarki on thli aultject for 1793 ; — 

" The fundi for the malDtenaBoa af the poor, who ara rery nnmarooi, are 
the weMj aollaotiaDa at the i^vtAm, tka Marine Seeietf, and tiM Iradee 
boun. Thaae bdag Inadeqaale, and la put a elep to Tagrant bafglDf , with 
which die town wai Intolerablr Infeited, the Inhabilanta of both paHibec, In 
179A, a|iead to aMcai thenmlTei in a Bum tkat might aappl; lh« deflcieney. 
Theadume, whidi baa been Mndnetad ai the law directs, haa bean oootliined ; 
and. hut for the aimplidt; of peopla who atill {Ire enoonnigamenl to Tagnmta, 
would completely anawer Ita important end. The aain relied by aHeeament 
from tfas begioniDg baa not greatly inereaaed. The Boeennent for 17S1 iraa 
£360. When there are many Mparate fonda for the matnteiUDoe of the 
peer, it la not to be aappoaed that an eqnal diitrfbBtton can be made. It la 
Iberefnra much to be wished, diet aa many of them as ponlbly could, were 
thnnm Into one, for the beaeflt of the IndigeQf. The annual amount of cha- 
ritiwin Greenocb la not latt, It ia believed, than £1800 Sterling." 

NoTi 3, page 44, line 31. 
The number of cattle hilled at the Slanghterhouae laat year wu, 1 165 
coirs, 1 139 ealvei, 9385 abeep, 8816 lamba, 4 goata, and 106 awlae. 
In 1615 It itood thua— 2391 cowa, 15,105 iheep, 6500 Iambi, and S85 



n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 



NOTK 4, pH< ^ IIIM Ifi- 

It la (UUd, tlM Id 1819 Um nrntan from the BirboDT BXCMded £9000 
per •■>•««■ TM* ynr the wnoiuit ituidi that— 

Hufeonr Potj, ■»—■ . £5826 9 » 

From Sbedi, — — — 2318 17 6 

Prom Sloun-bMti, 1306 7 6 

From New Doek „..„. , S8B fi 

From Anebonfe »nd lUnc Moiier,_» 7M S 7 

Hirboar Police to Cf.— ■ ...» 706 17 8 

£I1,8U 15 4 

Ndtx &, pifa 89. 
Itli tabs r^ntMdlbit the lilt of Mr. Seott'i lonii^* of •hip-building 
gon no briber buh than 1802, thoogfa (he buainea* wu bagni) iii 1773. 
The Tcmli built ilnee thM period BoiaDDt in tonnafg to 1^60(^ oTi^DBri 
and fore-uid-aft-rlgged Tiadm >ad Maamen. Tfair* ia at prcasDt a fine abip 
on itooka, to be called the " John Scolt;" the full-Unglh Bgore-head of 
which la an exceUant likanca, ud baa heaa cat bj our talented townaman, 
Mt. A. BoheMDn of LiTerpool. 

NcTK 6, page 90. 
Heaara. E. & A. Canewell'i tonnage of ahipplq In aU amounta U 2992, 
Including the " Hugh Ciawford," a fine cntter of 60 toni, launcbed a few 
dajaagft 



EBBATA. 
ge 18. lina N, fir AntibniBlMr, nai Buighcr. 
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